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THE HISTORY OF THE SECOND SESSION OF THE SIXTEENTH 
PARLIAMENT OF GREAT-BRITAIN. 


Begun and hilden at Weftminfrer, on the 25th of Fanygry, 1785. 


Me: Pitt begged the attention of 
the Houfe tor a few moments, 
as he fhould confine himfelf entirely 
to the queftion hefore the Houle; a 
reat deal of extraneous matter had 
en introduced, equally as irregular 
as foreign to the purpofe, which he 
however intended carefully to avoid. 
‘The queftion merely was, whether any 
bill ought to be intraduged by the 
title of the one then propofed; this 
was a very fimple queilion in itfelf, 
and might be very eatily decided upon, 
bat gentlemen feemed to be fond of 
the fbject; and therefore it was" ot 
furprifing they had enlarged pon it, 
The honourable member, indeed, who 
had opened the bufinefs, appeared o 
his favourite topic, and from coin 
verting on it, with ‘his ufual ability, 
had ‘been particelarly attended to by 
the Houfe; but for his part he mutt 
confefs he had been very much difap- 
pointed by the henourable member's 
nat having once touched wpon that 
point, which on a former.day he had 
dtated the fhould fo fully enter upon, 
as a maft.effeCtual means,of convincing 
this Houfe the prefent bill ought not 
to be brought up, namely, its inter- 
ference with the navigation a&t; but 
he fuppofed the honourable gentleman 
had feen his errar, and therefore had 
affed jhis.effectual meafure over in 4- 
oe he had now found out anew 
oint to object to it upon, which per- 
~ upon a mature reflection he might 


nothing very material had been urged 
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againg it by the other fide of the 
Houfe, at leat nothing but what had 
been fo clearly controvered by his ho- 
nourabie friend (Mr, Jenkinfon) near 
him, it would not appear any way 
range that he fhould Mill profefs him- 
felf a friend to it; convinced, as he 
was, befides of the great attention that 
had been paid in drawing of it up, and 
the neceflity there was for fuch a mea- 
fuxe being adopted; he was firmly of 
opinion # could aot be of any injury 
to the merchants of this country, and 
might be of great fervice to thofe for 
whom at was intended. ‘The evils that 
had been aflerted it would be produc- 
tive of, he believed were rather the 
offspring of the lively fancy which 
had framed them, than any real in- 
conyeniences that even the honourable 
member ‘himfelf thought would hap- 
pen, or were to be apprehended. Some 
pains had been taken to defend the a@ 
and proclamation which had paffed for 
the opening -the trade with America, 
and fome refle@ions had been caft on 
him and his colleagues for having re- 
peated the proclamation more than 
once with all its abfurdities; this was 
a meafure that certainly was entitled 
to fome fhare of blame; but then it 
was to be obferved, that neither he or 
any who acted with him, framed that 
proclamation, but took it as it was 
leit by their predeceffors in office, and 
that the abfurdity was not in the fub- 
ftance, but in the wording; this being 
the fact, there was not any thing very 


reprehenfible in it, and he would take 
Hh care 
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care it fhould be amended in future. 
Before he fat down, he begged the 
Houfe would indulge him in takin 

notice of one circumftance which had 
fallen in the courfe of the debate, al- 
though it was not connected with the 
bufinefs before them, but had forcibly 
been dragged into x, a would mot 
fay purpofely with any intentions, 
hee Bes coitaial without thought, 
rafhly, and inconfiderately; he fhould 
have paffed it over with on, had it 
not fallen from one, whom every man 
in that Houfe looked up to whenever 
he got up to deliver his fentiments, 
and very juftly put confidence in his 
affertions, when he gave -himfelf time 
tothink. Falling, therefore, from fuch 
weight, it was abfolutely neceffary it 
fhould meet with fome notice. ‘The 
noble lord, by his introducing the 
fubje&,. which his experience, if he 
had fo wifhed, would have taught him 
to avoid, perhaps has given the alarm 
to Ireland; they are jealous, he fays 
himfelf, and therefore he was willing 
to roufe their jealoufy, or he would 
not have fo forcibly dragged them into 
a conneé¢tion with a bill, in which one 
would have thought the ingenuity of 
man could not have made them con- 
cerned. ‘To be the means of exciting 
thofe jealoufies, he conceived would 
ever be avoided by thofe who wifhed 
well to the two countries; and no 
man, in his opinion, would fpread the 
alarm, that was not inimical to their 
continuing, as he hoped they ever 
would do, in mutual love and fifterly 
affection, in defiance of any infinua- 


tion that might be thrown out to en- 


deavour to fever them, 

. Lerd North rofe to explain: he de- 
nied havig forcibly dragged Ireland 
into the debate; the very title of the 
bill had Ireland upon the face of it; 
all fhips belonging to his Majefty’s 
European dominions—and furely no 


man would fay Ireland was not part of 
his epee Se European dominions; 


were not the fhips fitted out in Ireland 
to be fubjeét to the reftrictions of this 
bill? if they were, it was the framer 
of the bill, and not he who had ex- 
cited the alarm; he found it connected 


with bufinefs before the Houfe; he 


felt its confequence, and therefore had 
iven minifters the caution to be care- 
fal of the danger; but what was the 
return they made? why charge him 
with wifhing to excite a rebellion in 
Ireland; but confcious as he was of 
his own attachment and love to both 
fifter kingdoms, and’ convinced that 
every candid man knew his charatter 
better than to let fuch an invidious 
infinuation weigh a moment with them, 
he fhould treat it with the contempt 
it merited. 

Mr. Eden likewife defired to make 
a fingle remark on what had fallen 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
The honourable member had charged 
him with flying from his word in not 
combating the prefent queftion, as he 
had faid on a former day he would do, 
with the navigation att; but he beg- 
ged to remind the Houfe, that on the 
commencement of what he had trou- 
bled them with, that he protefted 
againft having a defire of introducin 
any altercation, and that he fhould 
purpofely avoid attending to any thing 
which had paffed before; but, how- 
ever, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
muft either have a very bad memory, 
or not have read the navigation a¢t for 
a confiderable time, or he muft have 
obferved that he had referred to it fe- 
veral times; nay, had even quoted 
from it this very day; therefore, it 
was plain he neither had, nor was 
likely to change his opinion. 

The Attorney-General entered into 
a very elaborate legal difcuffion of the 
meaning and extent of the different 


acts which have been paffed fince the ° 


navigation act in the reign of King 
Charles the Second. He attempted to 
ridicule the act paffed for opening the 
trade with America, as containing the 
moft abfurd claufes that ever were 
penned, particularly that which fays 
that on their entering the Englifh 
ports with certain commodities, they 
fhall be excufed from producing certi- 
ficates, cockets, &c. and in the very 
fame claufe granting his Majefty in 
council, power by proclamation, to 
make what alterations he may find ne- 
ceflary. If his Majefty was to be al- 
lowed fuch power, where was the ufe 


of 
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of mentioning certificates, &c. It 
was abfurd to mention them at all; 
becaufe who were ‘bound ‘to produce 
thefe certificates? Why, Britifh built 
fhips cleared out according to law; then 
of cqurfe, if thefe fhips were cleared 
out, according to law, there was no 
occafion'to pafs an act for their admif- 
fion, and if they were not according to 
law, they could not poflibly have pro- 
cured a certificate. He then adverted 
to Lord North’s having alluded to 
Ireland as conneéted with this bufinefs ; 
and though he had a high opinion of 
his lordfhip’s charaéter, The thought he 
had been guilty of rafhnefs in giving 
birth to an alarm of that nature. 

Mr. Fox faid he fhould detain the 
Houfe for a very fhort time; as his 
noble friend had fo clearly pointed 
out the abfurdity of the bill, there was 
little left for him to fay onthe fubject ; 
and as the right honourable gentleman 
on the other fide feemed to pleafe 
himfelf with a fancied triumph over 
another right honourable friend of his, 
who opened the bufinefs, he was al- 
moft induced to indulge him for once, 
and let him enjoy it. Indeed it was 
not the leaft furprifing he thould catch 
thus at the fhadow of a triumph, when 
it was fo very feldom he could obtain 
even the appearance: but, as he ufed 
fome high-founding words -againft ‘his 
noble friend, he thought a word or 
two-on-that head would not'be entire- 
ly out of time; ‘not becaufe he con- 
ceived that it was in the leaft neceffa- 
ry to defend his noble friend from 
fuch imputations, but becaufe he had 

ne very fame opinion upon -the fub- 
ject. ‘The title of the bill clearly and 
indif{putably carried Ireland upon the 
face of it, as plainly as though it were 
there particularly named; and yet no 
fooner had the noble lord aliuded ‘to 
what was tn legible characters before 
him, than he was charged with giving 
an alarm that might excite rebellion: 
but let the gentleman only fee for a 
moment to whom he e the alarm, 
why, to his Majeity’s minifter; feeing 
him on the brink of danger, he kind- 
ly cautions him to proceed with a 
wary ftep, left he fhould ftumble; but 
he, inftead :of -receiving the friendly 
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caution with gratitude, exclaims againft 
his advifer, tells him he wants no af- 
fiftance, that he is fufficient in him- 
felf to overcome all difficulties. On 
what did the noble lord raife this 
alarm, which is to be attended with 
fuch tremendous confequences? Not 
on a bill that has pafled the Houfe; 
not on a bill before the Houfe; but on 
the title of a bill that perhaps is to be 
brought up: on the title of a bill, that 
the very man who penned, cannot fay 
has any other meaning than what the 
noble lord put on it; but it was wrong 
to mention Ireland, and therefore he 
muft be condemned; but for his part, 
he conceived his noble friend had a¢ted 
as a tsue lover of his country; he no 
fooner faw what appeared to him as 
likely to be dangerous, than he gave 
minifters an immediate alarm, even 
while they had time to prevent its be- 
ing of any ill confequence; he always 
had confidered the earlieft intimation 
the moft effectual for prevention; he 
always had given it, and determined 
ever fo to do. The learned member 
who ‘{poke laft, had been at infinite 
ains to condemn an att that he had 
brought into that Houfe, which had 
been paffed for a temporary purpofe, 
and which the hcnourable member and 
his colleagues, with all its faults, had 
not failed to make ufe of: he likewife 
had ridiculed one of the claufes as ab- 
furd; and afked why certificates, &c. 
were mentioned in it, when the fame 
claufe was to give his Majefty full 
ower to make whatever regulations 
e might find neceflary; to which he 
fhould reply; that every thing that was 
thought of at the time, was inferted, 
that the legiflature might know what 
was its fo pe and that as° little 
fhould be left to the King as poffible. 
Mir. Fox then obferved, that an ho- 
nourable member having thought pro- 
per to allude to a worthy admiral, and 
as it appeared to him with a view to 
cenfure his condué& on the affair at 
Newfoundland, he could not refrain 
giving it as his opinion, that even ad- 
mitting Admiral Campbell ‘had acted 
wrong in that affair, it was of too 
flight a nature to deferve any cenfure. 
After dwelling fome little time on 
Hh2 what 
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what had likewife fallen from Mr. 
Jenkinfon in the early part of the de- 
bate, he concluded by obferving, he 
fhould enter more fully into the prin- 
ciple of the bill when it was properly 
before the Houfe. 

Mr. Bearcroft rofe in great anger at 
the idea of this country having fallen 
fo low that any mémber, however no- 
ble, or of however long ftanding in 
that Houfe, fhould objeét to a bill 
being brought in, ‘becaufe it had in 
its title < his Majefty’s European do- 
minions.” He was replied to by 

Sir James "rfkine, who ftated the 
term made ufe of by Lord North, and 
not as Mr. Bearcroft had mifunderftood 
it. After which, 

The Sollicitor-General faid a few 
words in defence of the bill, when 
the queftion being put for difcharging 
the order, it was carried in the nega- 
tive. Mr. Pitt then brought up the 
bill, and it was read the firit time. 
| Tuesday, February 8. 

SEAFORTH ELECTION. 

Upon the queftion being put for the 
hearing the petition againit the elec- 
tion for Seaforth on the 8th of March, 
Sir Peter Parker moved for its being 
~ off to the 26th of May, that the 

onourable member againft whom the 
petition was preferred might have time 
to enter a proper defence ‘againft it, 
and not be deprived of his right to a 
feat in that Houfe by the rapidity 
with which his antagonifts feemed to 
with to bring it forward, being, as he 
Juppofed, ready prepared with their 
charges, while his honourable friend 
had to arrange his defence. * 

Mr. Fox thought there was fuffi- 
cient time between this-and the 8th of 
March... Seaforth was at no very great 
diftance from London, and whatever 
evidence was thought neceflary to be 
brought from‘ thence, ‘muft be con- 
veyed to town long before the appoint- 
edtime. He was for having the re- 
prefentation of the people in parlia- 
ment as complete ‘as’ peffible, and as 
foon as poflible; therefore he fhould 
always prefer an early day. ‘That this 
petition from Seaforth -fhould have a 
ipeedy termination, was doubly ne- 
ceflary: for he believed at this very 


time one of its late chofen members 
had vacated his feat for that place, and 
now actually reprefented another re- 
fpectable part of this kingdom: this 
being the cafe, the fooner their peti- 
tion was determined upon, the better. 
He had introduced one a few-days fince 
himfelf, and that Houfe had allowed 
him exattly the fame time this was to 
have; a month toa day. Why a fit- 
ting member fhould require an exten- 
fion of time, he did not know, nor 
would he ever be a friend to allow- 


ing it. 

Mr. Marfham likewife was of opi- 
nion, the firft day named was at a fal 
cient diftant period, and the fooner it 
was decided upon the better. 

The Marquis of Graham faid, there 
was a material difference between the 
cafe on which the right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Fox) had introduced 
his petition, and the prefent; his was 
for a contefted eleCtion; whereas the 
prefent wifhed to make the election 
void, by ftating it had been made on 
an improper day; therefore, as the 
cafes bore no analogy, it was abfurd 
to argue the fame principle as to time 
which ought to be preferved; as theproper 
evidence neceffary for the one, being 
of an intricate nature, might take 
three times as long to procure, as that 
which came under the common and 

eneral circumétances. 

Sir James Johnftone and Lord Ma- 
hon fupported Sir Peter Parker’s mo- 
tion, while Mr. Pelham and Mr. Eden 
declared for an early day; but, pre- 
vious to the Speaker’s putting the quef- 
tion, Sir Peter gave up the point, and 
the 8th of March was appointed. 
NEWFOUNDLAND BILt. 

The bill for allowing the importa- 
tion of bread, flour, and live cattle 
into Newfoundland from America, 
was then read a fecond time, and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer moved 
for its being committed to-morrow, 
which drew up Mr. Fox, who ob- 
ferved, that although the title of the 
bill had been given up, yet the prin- 
ciple of it was of too extenfive a na- 
ture, even with refpeé& to Newfound- 
land, to pafs over without being pro- 
perly difcufled; and as he thought 

ie previous 
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vious to its entering the committee 
was the mof proper time, he was 
forry the honowrable gentleman feemed 
fo defirous to prefs it forwatd in fuch 
afte. It might, perhaps, be found 
neceflary to call perfons to the bar, 
who were more converfant with tlie 
potlible effects the bill was likely te be 
of, than any mémbér in that Houfe 
could be: fhould this be found the 
cafe, and as it might not be in their 
power to obtain the attendance of thofe 
perfons by to-morrow; yet ftill the ho- 
nourable gentleman be determined to 
bring it forward, why then he muft 


content himfelf with taking it up in 


the next ftage, though he confeffed he 
did not conceive it would be quite fo 
proper. He did not with for along 
delay; he would propofe Thurfday or 
Friday. ‘This was only poftponing it 
for a fingle day, and that he appre- 
hended could not be productive of any 
material confequence. 

Mr. Baring and Mr. Watfon faid a 
few words upon it, when Mr. Pitt faid 
he certainly fhould not contend with 
the right honourable gentleman for a 
fingle day, and therefore moved that 
it thould be committed on ‘Thurfday, 
which was agreed to, 


WESTMINSTER ELECTION. 


The order of the day was then read 
for the attendance of the high-bailiff 
of Weftminfter, who being called to 
the bar, was ordered to itate to the 
Houfe, in what manner he had pro- 
ceeded, with refpeét to the Weitmin- 
fter fcrutiny, fince he had received the 
refolutions of that Houfe: to which 
he replied, that not having expected 
he fhould be called upon for a regular 
detail, he had come totally unprepared 
for that purpofe; but that he was rea- 
dy to anfwer any queftion the right 
honourable Houfe might think proper 
to put to him: which mode being ac- 
ceded to, Mr. Welbore Ellis began. 

[To avoid the prolixity of queftion 
and anfwer, we fhall feleét the fab- 
Rance of the high-bailiff’s replies to 
the different interrogatories put by the 
different members.} | 

‘That he had proceeded on the fcru- 
tiny as foon as poflible, which was on 
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the 16th of June, and had continued 
it from day to day, attending punc- 
tually himfelf: it had commenced in 
St. Anne’s patifh, where they had 
{crutinized about 100 votes, and them 
adjourned to St. Martin’s; in this pa~ 
vith about 210 objeétions had been dic. 
cuffed, Sir Cecil Wray having fucceed- 
ed againft 81, and Mr. Fox 60: that 
the principal caufe of the delay was 
the long examination of witnefles, and 
ftill —— crofs examinations, toge- 
ther with the long arguments by the 
counfel on both fides, on points of 
law; this protraétion, however, he 
thought unavoidable, becaufe havin 
no power to adminifter an oath, cro 
examinations were fometimes found 
neceffary to obtain the truth; the at- 
tendance of witnefles was entirely vo- 
luntary, not could he compel any one 
to give evidence, provided he was not 
fo inclined. ‘The fcrutiny having been 
ordered by that Houfe, he did not 
think he could make a return, but was 
bound to continue it, although by 
making a return he fhould be relieved 
from a very troublefome office; nay, 
even though the Houfe fhoald with- 
draw their authority for its continu- 
ance, and he was perfectly at liberty, 
he fhould then require fome time to 
confider how far he could do it in 
juftice to the party who had demanded 
the fcrutiny, as he was not able to 
determine from the experience he had 
had in the two parifhes, becaufe the 
fuggeftions of bad: votes had not de-~ 
pended on thofe, but were flated to 
exift in St. Margaret’s and St. John’s; 
and if the petitioners did not carry a 
great majority upon the balance whea 
they had gone through thofe parifhes, 
he was certain they would think it 
prudent to decline profecuting it any 
fatther.—He admitted, that one ground 
for his granting the fcrutiny was the 
numbers on the poll fo far exceeding 
any election before; and yet he con- 
feited that in the parifh of St. Anne's, 
which was the only parifh yet entirely 
decided upon, his opinion did. not ap- 
pear founded in fact. At the election 
of Trentham and Vandeput there were= 
only 710 polled in that parifh; the 
numbers on the late ele¢tion were a 
an 
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and yet he did not know of any in- 
creafe of houfes in that parifh to ac- 
count for the additional votes. The 
ftate of the poll at St. Anne’s was 364 
for Sir Cectl Wray, and 541 for Mr. 
Fox; Sir Cecil objected to 71, and 
fucceeded in 25; Mr. Fox objected to 
only 32, and 26 of them were ftruck 
of the poll.—Judging from the time 
which had been already taken up in 
difcuffing the votes objected to in the 
firft two parifhes; and fuppofing the 
prefent mode was to be continued, he 
was certain it could not be ended in 
tefs than two years more; two papers 
had been put into his hands at St. 
Martin’s veftry, from the friends of 
Sir Cecil Wray, ae tor te pro- 
ofitions for accelerating the bufinefs ; 
the could not fpeak to their pur- 
port, having paid very little attention 
to them, leaving them to the difcuflion 
of the counfel; they had been reject- 
ed, on Mr. Fox’s counfel convincing 
him the propofitions were not calcu- 
lated to anfwer the propofed purpofe, 
and he did not think himfelf autho- 
rifed to make any regulations, unlefs 
both parties were agreed. Hedid not 
recolle&, whether Mr. Hargrave gave 
his opinion againft them or not, or 
whether Mr. Fox’s counfel had pro- 
pofed any others when thofe were re- 
yected. He declared he was by no 
means poffeffed of fufficient authority 
to prevent the delays which had hi- 
therto taken place; juftice might be 
done in the court where he prefided, 
but witneffes had often behaved very 
rudely to him, in his judicial capacity, 
and had treated him, for his want of 
wer, with contempt, as he confi- 
dered himfelf unable to keep proper 
decorum; he indeed thought himfelf 
juftifiable in ordering the attendance 
of the conftables even during the poll, 
but that authority expired with the 
date for his return of the precept. He 
denied knowing any evidences had 
been convicted of afferting a falfity, 
though feveral had been reprehended 
by Mr. Fox’s counfel for prevarication, 
and their teftimony abandoned by Sir 
Cecil Wray’s for their behaviour; Kol- 
Jer, among others; but then no deci- 
fion had been given in favour of Kol- 


ler’s teftimony alone—believed jutftice 
might now be done without the affift- 
ance of counfel, but did not think 
that would accelerate the fcrutiny, as 
the electors themfelves might retard 
the bufinefs, by afking queftions of the 
witnefles. He granted one inftance 
had occurred where a voter had been 
{truck off the poll by there being fome 
miftake in the entry of the name of 
the ftreet, who had afterwards applied 
to have his franchife eftablifhed; nor 
could he deny but it was poffible there 
might be others in the fame predica- 
ment, as the legality of their votes 
were decided in Fis abfence, nor did 
he ever fummons them when they were 
attacked. He had heard the friends 
of both parties exclaim againft the 
largenefs of the expences; he believed 
they might be very great, but he knew 
not to what amount; his affeffor had 
ten guineas per day, and there were 
nine clerks who had half a guinea per 
day, ali of which were paid by the 
agents of Lord Hood and Sir Cecil 
ray; and he could not fpeak to the 
amount of their other expences; he 
eg | denied his receiving any emo- 

ument for his own trouble, or bein 

in expectation of receiving any rewar 
for it, either for himfelf or any part 
of his family. Was he entirely at li- 
berty to make the return, upon his 
prefent ideas, he fhould be very doubt- 
ful; but, as it was, he conceived him- 
felf ating under the authority of that 
honourable Howfe, and in obedience 
to their orders could not make it. 
Previous to the meeting of parliament, 
he had granted the fcrutiny by the au- 
thority which he conceived to be vefted 
by law in every returning officer. He 
ftated, Mr. Hargrave had been his firft 
affefior; and the only reafon he knew 
for that gentleman’s ‘having quitted 
that ftation, was, that it interfered 
materially with his other avocations. 
He never heard him aflign any other 
reafon; not even on the laft day after 
he had agreed to continue, till all the 
votes had been decided ‘upon in St. 
Martin’s parifh; he knew that Sir Ce- 
cil’s counfel had expreffed great fatis- 
faction at his quitting his fituation. 
He thought there might be fome mode 
adopted 
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adopted that would bring the fcratiny 
to a fpeedy conclufion, and he was 
induced to maintain this idea from 
the conteft between Trentham and 
Vandeput, after prefidents had been 
eftablithed and matters arranged, being 
finally terminated in lefs than five 
months; bat then it could only be 
done with the mutual confent and de- 
fire of both parties. 

The above is nearly the fubftance 
that was given by Mr. Corbett in re- 
ply to the interrogatories which were 

ut to him by Mr. Ellis, Lord North, 
Mr. Pelham, Sir W. Dolben, Lord 
Surrey, Mr. Sheridan, Col. Fitzpatrick, 
Mr. Fox, Lords Mahon and Mulgrave, 
Sir L. Kenyon, &c. In the courfe of- 
the examination, feveral altercations 
took place on the propriety of quef- 
tions that were put, which occafioned 
the high-bailiff to be often ordered 
away from the bar, and then recalled. 
At the conclufion, Mr. Pelham rofe, 
and conceived it would be only treat- 
ing Mr. Corbett with that degree of 
lenity, which many had experienced 
from that Houfe, to fuffer the evi- 
dence which he had given to be read 
over to him, as, though he did not 
mean to charge Mr. Corbett with hav- 
ing wilfully given a contraditory tefti- 
mony, yet he believed there would be 
found many parts, on its being read 
over, that would not perfectly agree 
with each other; he thought it, there- 


fore, would be an act of juftice to afk — 


him if he chofe to have it read over, 
that he might have an opportunity of 
correcting any unintentional errors that 
it might contain. 

Lord Mulgrave thought the whole 
intent and purpofe of examination at 
the bar of that Houfe would be done 
away, if it. was to become a practice 
for every perfon to have an opportu- 
nity to erafe that part of their evidence 
which was the only part that tended 
to the point for which they had been 
called to the bar and examined. He 
would not contend that it had not 
been permitted; but he did not recol- 
lect a fingle inftance ever having occur- 
sed fince he had been in parliament. 
He was very far from objeéting to Mr. 
Cosbett’s being fo far indulged, be- 


caufe his evidence had been the cleareft. 
and moft unembarraffed that he had 
ever heard given, and he was there- 
fore fure no ill confequence could be 
apprehended from.it, but he hoped it 
would never become a general prattice. 

A defultory converfation now took 
place between Mr. Welbore Ellis, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. 
Eden, and others, on the motion of 
Mr. Pelham, ‘* That the contradictory 
evidence of the high-bailiff might be 
once more read over to him.” ‘The 
Speaker at length fettled the difpute, 
by ordering the high-bailiff to be cal- 
led in again, and afked, ‘* Whether 
he had any mere information to offer 
tothe Houfe?” The bailiff anfwering. 
in the negative, he was told to with- 
draw, and Francis Hargrave, Efg. or- 
dered to the bar; who ftated the 
riod of time he had ferved as affetfor 
in the fcrutiny, viz. from May 28, 
1784, to January 12, 1785. - The te~ 
nour of his whole evidence, which was 
of extreme length, went moft fully to 
prove the incompetency of the court 
of fcrutiny to decide upon the merits 
of the eleétion, from the total want 
of power in the high-bailiff, or his af- 
feffor; the fhameful and indecent pre- 
varication of witneffes, the impoflibi- 
lity of compelling them to give tefti- 
mony, or to produce deeds or writings, 
-neceflary to elucidate any point under 
the difcuflion of that impotent court. 

Sir Lloyd Kenyon here obferved, 
that though the high-bailiff did not 
know his own power, 4e would ven- 
ture to affert, that offenders might be 

unifhed who mifbehaved in any court 
in this kingdom. 

Mr. Fox, Lord North, and Mr. 
Burke treated this. extraordinary doc- 
trine with great freedom and farcafm; 
and on Mr. Hargrave’s being recalled 
to the bar, refpectively drew Sem that 
learned gentleman an unequivocal de- 
claration, ** That he knew no law of 
the land, that empowered the high- 
bailiff to punifh any defcription of of- 
fenders whatever!” Mw 

Mr. Murphy was next called in, who 
faid he was the fucceeding afleffor 
to Mr. Hargrave; and confirmed al! 
the points of incompetency in the 

high 
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know how long, before the ferutiny 
was brought toa deeifion. Upon an 
average, he covld only decide upon 
two votes a day, cach vote being as a 
new caufe at mé prius before Lord 
Mansfield. If he were to propofe a 

of alteration, he fhovid recom- 
gaend the mode before a committee of 
the Houfe of Commons 23s a model.— 
Berea variety of queftions were put to 
him wefpecting the expediency of coun- 
fels’ fpeeches; to which Mt. Murphy 
not aniwering very explicitly, Mr. Fox 
infifted upon the Jaf, that the watnefs 
fhould give a plain aufwer to 2 plain 
quefiion, 

Lord: Mulgrave rofe in great warmth 
to fpeak to order; ironically charging 
the night hononrable gentleman with 
an imdeeent attack on the refpectabie 
and feared watnefs at the bar. 

Mr. Maxtham sefe, and requefted 
that the bufinefs mught be ditcuffed 
with temper and spolmefs. ‘That if 
any warmth could be admitted, that 
ot the sight -hononrable gentleman, 
whofe interefts were fo neatly concem- 
ed, might furely plead for extennation. 
Great dtrefs had been daid on the in- 
delicate treatment of Mr. Murphy ; 
but herecolleéted Mr. Hargrave, a gen- 
tleman iat leat equally refpettable, had 
complained ef alavgh in the Houfe, 
which he thonght pointed at him; and 
yet gentlemen on the other fide had 
not taken the aleem, and-thought it 
incumbent upon them :to rife, in fup- 
port of his wounded feelings! 

Mr. Kox rofe after Mr. Maram, 
and faid ian fibftance nearly as follows : 
~—** No man is more:teady to. apologize 
for any impropriety than] am. To 
my hhonourahle friend who fpake laf, 
Tam obliged very much for thesmanner 
m which he has placed me, relative to 
this bufinefs ; but I beg leave-to declare, 
that J fee! utterly unconfcious.of hav- 
ing dane any thing neceffary to apolo- 
gize for. 1 afferted; andmow -re-affert, 
that Ithonght J faw an unwillingnefs 
in Mr. Murphy ;to give a plain anfwer 


to aplain queftion. More I faid not 
than this; and one tittle lefs than this 
I fhall never fay upon the fubjest, I 
meant no reflection upon Ms. Murphy, 
A thoufand reafons might operate to 
prevent a phin anfwer, without any 
criminality in the perfon refuding; and 
while I comfefs that comments on the 
moment a witnefs is giving evidence, 
are not regular, I am perteétly fatis- 
fed that it is a regularity which never 
yet was adherod to in the courfe of any 
examination. With refpect to my 
ideas of Mr. Murphy, 1 profefs that 
every fentiment I entertain of him 
from any portion of perfonal know- 
legde, orany thing I hawe been im the 
habit of hearing of oa from my youth, 
has been much in bis favour. If | 
could be perfuaded to entertain a pre- 
pofiefion againft him, fuch a conver- 
ion of opinion could only arife frem 
the circumftance of his being brought 
to fill the place of Mr. Hargrave; a 
man celebrated for his learning, diftin- 
guisbed for his integrity, andwwith fo 
mice a denfe of rectitude, that of he 


ever deviated into error, it has only 


heen from an excefs of delicacy—with 
a knbwiledge of the laws of England, 
furpafied by mane of his Majefty’s fink 
law ethoers [/ooking towerds the Mafter 
of the Ralls|. Such an event only could 
alter wy favourable fentiments of Mr. 
Murphy, hecaufe the removal of Mr. 
Hargrave affords prefumption that 
famething is meant to be perpetrated, 
to which Ins high charatter as a pledge 
to the country, that he cannot ‘be jpre- 
vatled wpan to Jend bimfelf. With 
refpect to the interruption created by 
the noble lord, and the cenfure which 
he-has endeavoured to pronounce againit 
me sto his hearers, I fhall.only rematk, 
that af the noble lord aflumes the office 
of cenforin this Honfe, and it be 
necefiary to the politenefs af this af- 
fembly that fuch an officer fhould ‘be 
appoimted, the noble Jord may make 
himfelf fecure af my vote, for there 
is no perfon under the lath ef whofe 
seprehenfion I :fhall feel lefs, than un- 
der that of the nobie lord. My ho- 
nourable friend, Mr. Marfham, has 
faid, that warmth fhould be allowed 
to me on the prefent occafion; = 

ther 
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ther the intereft- I feel in this fubjeét 


warrants fuch an indulgence, I know 
not; but this I know, thatI féel, and 
that I glory in feeling warm upon the 

refent occafion! I fhould be the moft 
Pate, the moft ungrateful, and the moit 
defpicable of mankind if I were infen- 
fible to the warmeft fentiments of ani- 
mation in the bufinefs fo interefting to 
a body of men, to whom I am bound 
in every tie of gratitude; but the won- 
der is not that I, ora particular part 
of the Houfe, fhould feel warm upon 
a fubje&t in which the deareft, the un- 
alienable, the moft invaluable rights 
of the whole body of the electors of 
Great-Britain are deeply involved; the 
wonder is, that there fhould not be an 
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univerfal glow, an emulation for zeal 
in every member of this Houfe! If 
the Houfe difapprove of what,I have 
faid, they may cenfure me: they can- 
not make me retract it. I fhall conti- 
nue to infift on the truth and propriety 
of what I have faid: I will not retraét 
one fyllable, one letter of it; nor even 
one fhade of an idea on the fubje&: 
but, if Mr. Murphy is in the Houfe, 
and I fhall not be forry that he is, I 
will repeat it to him, in that, or any 
other fhape in which I may affert the 
propriety of the queftion.” =. 

Mr. Pitt faid a few words, upon the 
eloquent invectives he faid he had juft 
heard; and then defired Mr. Murphy 
to be called in. 
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ON THE MEANS OF DISCOVERING 'THE DISTANCE, MAGNI- 
TUDE, &c. OF THE FIXED STARS, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE DIMINU- 
TION OF THE VELOCITY OF THEIR LIGHT, IN CASE SUCH A DIMINU- 

- TION SHOULD BE FOUND TO TAKE PLACE IN ANY OF THEM, AND SUCH 
OTHER DATA SHOULD BE PROCURED FROM OBSERVATIONS, AS WOULD 
BE FARTHER NECESSARY FOR THAT PURPOSE. BY THE REV. JOHN 


MICHELL, B. D. F. R.S. 
AND A.S. 


IN A LETTER TO HENRY CAVENDISH, ESQ. F.R.S. 


Read November 27, 1783. 


Dear Sir, 

HE method, which I mentioned 

to you when I was laft in Lon- 
don, by which it might perhaps be 
poflible to find the diftance, magni- 
tude, and weight of fome of the fixed 
ftars, by means of the diminution of 
the velocity of their light, occurred to 
me foon after I wrote what is men- 
tioned by Dr. Prieftley in his Hiftory 
of Optics, concerning the diminution 
of the velocity of light in confequence 
of the attraction of the fun; but the 
extreme difficulty, and perhaps impofli- 
bility, of procuring the other data ne- 
ceffary for this purpofe appeared to 
me to be fuch objections againtt the 
fcheme, when I firft thought of it, 
that I gave it then no farther confidera- 
tion. As fome late obfervations, how- 
ever, begin to give us a little more 
chance of procuring fome at leait of 

Lonp. Mac. April 1785. 


Thornhill, May 26, 1783+ 
thefe data, I thought it would not be 
amifs, that aftronomers fhould be ap- 
prized of the method I propofe (which, 
as far as I know, has not been fuggeft- 
ed by any one elfe) left, for want of 
being aware of the ufe which may be 
made of them, they fhould negleé to 
make the proper obfervations when in 
their power; I fhall therefore beg the 
favour of you to prefent the following 
paper on this fubject to the Royal So- 
ciety. Lam, &c. 

THE very great number of ftars 
that have been difcovered to be dou- 
ble, triple, &c. particularly by Mr. 
Herfchel*, if we apply the doétrine 
of chances, 2s I have heretofore dons 
in my ‘* Enquiry into the probable 
Parallax, &c. of the Fixed Stars,” pub- 
lifhed in the Philofophical Tranfaétions 
for the year 1767, cannot leave a doubt 

i with 


* See his Catalogue of Stars of this kind, publifhed in the Philofophical Tranfaétions for the 


year 1782, which is indeed a mof valuabie prefent to the aftronomical world. 


By a happy appli- 


cation of very high magnifying powers to his telefcopes, and by a moft perfevering industry in ob. 
lerving, he has made a very wonderful progrefs in this branch of aftronomy, in which almoft . 


nothing of any coniequcace had been done by an; 


- one before him, 
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with any one, who is properly aware 
of the force of thofe arguments, that 
by far the greateft part, if not all of 
them, are ra of ftars fo near to 
each other, as probably to be liable to 
be affected fenfibly by their mutual gra- 
vitation; and it is therefore not un- 
likely, that the periods of the revo- 
lutions of fome of thefe about their 
principals (the fmaller ones being, up- 
on this hypothefis, to be confidered as 
fatellites to the other) may fome time 
or other be difcovered. 

2. Now the ‘apparent diameter of 
any central body, round which an 
other body revolves, together wit 
their apparent diftance from each other, 
and the periodical time of the revolv- 
ing body being given, the denfity of 
the central body will be given like- 
wife. See Sir Ifaac Newton’s Prin. 
B, Ill. Pr. viii. Cor. 1. 

3. But the denfity of any central 
body being given, and the velocity 
any other body would — by fall- 
ing towards it from an infinite height, 
or, which is the fame thing, the velo- 
city of a comet revolving in a parabo- 
lic orbit, at its furface, being given, 
the quantity of matter, and confe- 
quently the real magnitude of the cen- 
tral body, would be given likewife. 

4. Let us now fuppofe the particles 
of light to be attracted in the fame 
manner as all other bodies with which 
we are acquainted; that is, by forces 
bearing the fame proportion to their 
wis inertia, of which there can be no 
reafonable doubt, gravitation being, 
as far as we know, or have any reafon 
to believe, an univerfal law of nature. 
Upon this fuppofition then, if any one 
of the fixed ftars, whofe denfity was 
known by the above-mentioned means, 
fhould be large enough fenfibly to af- 
fect the velocity of the light iffuing 
from it, we fhould have the means of 
knowing its real magnitude, &c. 

5. It has been demonftrated by Sir 
Ifaac Newton, in the 39th propofition 
of the firft book of his Principia, that 
if a right line be drawn, in the direc- 
tion of which a body is urged by any 
forces whatfoever, and there be erect- 
ed at right angles to that line perpen- 
diculars every where proportional to 


5 


Aprif 
the forces at the points, at which they 
are erected refpectively, the velocity 
acquired by a body beginning to move 
from reft, in confequence of being fo 
urged, will always be proportional to 
the fquare root of the area defcribed 
by the aforefaid perpendiculars. And 
hence, 

6. If fuch a body, inftead of begin- 
ning to move from reft, had already 
fome velocity in the direétion of the 
fame line, when it began to be urged 
by the aforefaid forces, its velocity 
would then be always proportional to 
the fquare root of the fum or differ- 
ence of the aforefaid area, and another 
area, whofe fquare root would be pro- 
arg to the velocity which the 

dy had before it began to be fo 
urged; that is, to the fquare root of 
the fum of thofe areas, if the motion 
acquired was in the fame direction as 
the former motion, and the fquare 
root of the difference, if it was ina 
contrary dire€tion. SeeCor. 2. to the 
abovefaid propofition. 

7- In order to find, by the fore- 
going propofition, the velocity which 
a body wonld acquire by falling to- 
wards any other central body, accord- 
ing to the common law of gravity, 
let C in the figure, reprefent the cen- 
tre of the central body, towards which 
the falling body is urged, and let CA 
be a line drawn from the point C, ex- 
tending infinitely towards A. If then 
the line RD be fuppofed to reprefent 
the force, by which the falling body 
would be urged at any point D, the 
velocity which it would have acquired 
by falling from an infinite height to 
the place D, would be the fame as that 
which it would acquire by falling from 
DtoC with the force RD, the area of 
the infinitely extended hyperbolic fpace 
ADRB, where RD is always inverfely 
proportional to the {quare of DC, be- 
ing equal to the rectangle RC contain- 
ed between the lines RD and CD. 
From hence we may draw the follow- 
ing corollaries. 

8. Cor. 1. ‘The central body DEF 
remaining the fame, and confequently 
the forces at the fame diftances remain- 
ing the fame likewife, the areas of the 
rectangles RC, rC will always be in- 
verfely 
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verfely as the diftances of the points 
D, d@ from C, their fides RD, rd being 
inverfely in the duplicate ratio of the 
fides CD, Cd: and, therefore, becaufe 
the velocity of a body falling from an 
infinite height towards the point C, is 
always in the fub-duplicate ratio of 
thefe rectangles, it will be in the fub- 
duplicate ratio of the lines CD, Cd in- 
verfely. Accordingly the velocities of 
comets revolving in parabolic orbits 
are always in the fub-duplicate ratio 
of their diftances from the fun inverfe- 
ly; and the velocities of the planets, 
at their mean diftances (being always 
in a given ratio to the velocity of fuch 
comets, vz. in the fub-duplicate ratio 
of 1 to 2) muft neceffarily obferve the 
fame law likewife. 

g. Cor. 2. The magnitude of the 
central body remaining the fame, the 
velocity of a body falling towards it 
from an infinite height will always be, 
at the fame diftance from the point C, 
taken any where without the central 
body, in the fub-duplicate ratio of its 
denfity ; for in this cafe the diftance 
Cd will remain the fame, the line rd 
only being increafed or diminithed in 
the proportion of the denfity, and the 
reCtangle rC confequently increafed or 
diminithed in the fame proportion. 

10. Cor. 3. The denfity of the 
central body remaining the fame, the 
velocity of a body falling towards it 
from an infinite height will always be 
as its femi-diameter, when it arrives 
at the fame proportional diftance from 
the point C; for the weights, at the 
farlaces of different fphzres of the 
fame denfity are as their refpective femi- 
diameters; and therefore the fides RD 
and CD, or any other fides rd and Cd, 
which are in a given ratio to thofe 
femi-diameters, being both increafed 
or diminifhed in the fame proportion, 
the rectangles RC or rC will be in- 
creafed or diminifhed in the duplicate 
ratio of the femi-diameter CD, and 
confequently the velocity in the fimple 
ratio of CD. 

11. Cor. 4. If the velocity of a 
body falling from an infinite height 
towards different central bodies is the 
fame, when it arrives at their furfaces, 


the denfity of thofe central bodies mutt 


be in the duplicate ratio of their femi- 
diameters inverfely; for, by the laft 
cor. the denfity of the central body re- 
maining the fame, the rectangle RC 
will be in the duplicate ratio of CD; 
in order, therefore, that the rectangle 
RC may always remain the fame, the 


line RD mutt be inverfely, as CD, and 


confequently the denfity inverfely, as 
the fquare of CD. 

12. Cor. Hence the quantity of 
matter contained in thofe bodies muft 
be in the fimple ratio of their femi- 
diameters directly; for the quantity of 
matter being always in a ratio com- 
pounded of the fimple ratio of the 
denfity, and the triplicate ratio of their 
femi-diameters, if the denfity is in the 
inverfe duplicate ratio of the femi- 
diameters, this will become the direét 
triplicate and inverfe duplicate, that 
is, when the two are compounded to- 

ether, the fimple ratio of the femi- 
an 

13. The velocity a body would ac- 
quire by falling from an infinite height 
towards the fun, when it arrived at his 
furface, being, as has been faid before 
in article 3d, the fame with that ofa 
comet revolving in a parabolic orbit 
in the fame place, would be about 
20,72 times greater than that of the 
earth in its orbit at its mean diftance 
from the fun; for the mean diftance 
of the earth from the fun, being about 
214,64 of the fun’s femi-diameters, 
the velocity of fuch a comet would be 
greater at that diftance than at the dif- 
tance of the earth from the fun, in the 
fub-duplicate ratio of 214,64 to 1, 
and the velocity of the comet being 
likewife greater than that of planets, 
at their mean diftances, in the fub- 
duplicate ratio of 2 to 1; thefe, when 
taken together, will make the fub- 
duplicate ratio of 429,28 to 1, and the 
{quare root of 429,28 1s 20,72, very 
nearly. 

14. The fame refult would have 
been obtained by taking the line RD 
proportional to the force of gravity at 
the fun’s furface, and DC equal to his 
femi-diameter, and from thence com- 
puting a velocity, which fhould be pro- 

ortional to the fquare root of the area 

C when compared with the fquare 
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root of another area, one of whofe 
fides fhould be proportional to the 
force of gravity at the furface of the 
earth; and the other fhould be, for 
inftance, equal to 16 feet, 1 inch, the 
{pace a body would fall through in 
one fecond of time, in which cafe it 
would acquire a velocity of 32 feet, 
2 inches per fecond. The velocity thus 
found compared with the velocity of 
the earth in its orbit, when computed 
from the fame elements, neceffarily 
gives the fame refult. I have made 
ufe of this latter method of compu- 
tation upon a former occafion, as may 
be feen in Dr. Prieftley’s Hiftory of 
Optics, p. 787, &c. but I have rather 
chofen to take the velocity from that 
of a comet, in the article above, on 
account of its greater fimplicity, and 
its more immediate connexion with the 
fubject of this paper. 

15. ‘The velocity of light, exceed- 
ing that of the earth inits orbit, when 
at its mean diftance from the fun, in 
the proportion of about 10.310 to 1, 
if we divide 10.310 by 20,72, the 
quotient 497, in round numbers, will 
exprefs the number of times, which 
the velocity of light exceeds the ve- 
locity a bedy could acquire by fallin 
from an infinite height towards the fon, 
when it arrived at his furface; and an 
area whofe fquare root fhould exceed 
the fquare root of the area RC, where 
RD is fuppofed to reprefent the force 
of gravity at the furface of the fun, 
and CD is equal to his femi-diameter, 
in the fame proportion, muft confe- 
quently exceed the area RC in the 
proportion of 247.009, the fquare of 
497 tol, 

16. Hence, according to article ro, 
if the femi-diameter of a fphzre of the 
fame denfity with the fun were to ex- 
ceed that of the fun in the proportion 
of sco to 1, a body falling fom an 
infinite height towards it, would have 
acquired at its furface a greater velo- 
city than that of light, and confe- 
quently, fuppofing light to be attraét- 
ed by the fame force in proportion to 
its ws inertia, with other bodies, all 
light emitted from fuch a body would 
be made to return towards it, by its 
own proper gravity. 





April 

17. But if the femi-diameter of a 
{phere, of the fame denfity with the 
fun, was of any other fize lefs than 
497 times that of the fun, though the 
velocity of the light emitted from fuch 
a body, would never be wholly deftroy- 
ed, yet would it always fuffer fome di- 
minution, more or lefs, according to 
the magnitude of the faid fphere; and 
the quantity of this diminution may be 
eafily found in the following manner: 
fuppofe S to reprefent the femi-diame- 
ter of the fun, and aS to reprefent the 
femi-diameter of the tipeléd {phere ; 
then, as appears from what has been 
fhewn before, the fquare root of the 
difference between the fquare of 4975 
and the fquare of aS will be always 
proportional to the ultimately remain- 
ing velocity, after it has fuffered all 
the diminution it can poffibly fuffer 
from this caufe; and confequently the 
difference between the whole velocity 
of light, and the remaining velocity, 
as found above, will be the diminution 
of its velocity. And hence the dimi- 
nution of the velocity of light emitted 
from the fun, on account of its gravi- 
tation towards that body, will be fome- 
what lefs than a 494.000dth part of 


x the velocity which it would have had 


if no fuch diminution had taken place; 
for the fquare of 497 being 247.009, 
and the fquare of 1 being 1, the dimi- 
nutien of the velocity will be the dif- 
ference between the fquare root of 
247.009, and the fquare root of 
247.008, which amounts, as above, 
to fomewhat lefs than one 494.cooth 
part of the whole quantity. 

18. ‘The fame effets would like- 
wife take place, according to article 
11, if the femi-diameters were differ- 
ent from thofe mentioned in the two 
laft articles, provided the denfity was 
greater or lefs in the duplicate ratio of 
thofe femi-diameters inverfely. 

19, The better to illuftrate this 
matter, it may not be amifs to take a 
particular example. Let us fuppofe 
then, that it fhould appear from ob- 
fervations made upon fome one of thofe 
doubie ftars above alluded to, that one 
of the two performed its revolution 
round the other in 64 years, and that 
the central one was of the fame den- 


tity 
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fity with the fun, which it muft-be, 
if its apparent diameter, when feen 
from the other body, was the fame as 
the apparent diameter of the fun would 
be if feen from a planet revolving 
round him in the fame period: let us 
further fuppofe, that the velocity of 
the light of the central body was found 
to be lefs than that of the fun, or other 
{tars whofe magnitude was not fuffi- 
cient to affect it fenfibly, in the pro- 
portion of 1gto20. In this cafe then, 
according to article 17, the fquare 
root of 247.009 SS muft be to the 
{quare root of the difference between 
247.009 SS and aaS$ asz0 to1g. But 
the fquares of 20 and 1g being 400 
and 361, the quantity 24.7.009 SS muft 
therefore be to the difference between 
this quantity and aaSS in the fame 
proportion, that is as 247.009 to 
222.925,62; and aaSS muft confe- 
quently be equal to 24.083,38 SS, 
whofe fquare root 155,2 S nearly, or, 
in round numbers, 155 times the dia- 
meter of the fun, will be the diameter 
of the central ftar fought. 

20. As the fquares of the periodi- 
cal times of bodies, reyolving round a 
central body, are always proportional 
to the cubes of their mean diftances, 
the diftance of the two bodies from 
each other muft therefore, upon the 
foregoing fuppofitions, be fixteen times 
greater in proportion to the diameter 
of the central body, than the dittance 
of the earth from the fun in propor- 
tion to his diameter; and that diameter 
being already found to be alfo greater 
than that of the fun in the proportion 
of 155,2 to 1, this diftance will con- 
fequently be greater than that of the 
earth and fun from each other in the 
proportion of 16 times 155,2, that is 
2483,2 to I. 

21. Let us farther fuppofe, that 
from the obfervations, the greateft di- 
ftance of the two ftars in queftion ap- 
peared to be only one fecond; we mutt 
then multiply the number 2483,2 by 
206.264,8, the number of feconds in 


the radius of a circle, and the produ& 
512.196.750 will fhew the number of 
times which fuch a ftar’s diftance from 
us muft exceed that of the fun. ‘The 
quantity of matter contained in fuch a. 





3 
ftar would be 155,2 or §.738.308 
times as much as that contained in the 
fun; its light, fuppofing the fun’s 
light to take up 8/, 7”. in coming to 
the earth, would, with its common 
velocity, require 7.900 years to arrive 
at us, and 395 years more on account 
of the diminution of that velocity; 
and fuppofing fuch a ftar to be equally 
luminous with the fun, it would ftill 
be very fufficiently vifible, I appre- 
hend, to the naked eye, notwithitand- 
ing its immenfe diftance. 


22. Inthe elements which I have 
employed ig, the above computations, 
I have fuppofed the diameter of the 
central ftar to have been obferved, in 
order to afcertain its denfity, which 
cannot be known without it; but the 
diameter of fuch a ftar is much too 
fmall to be obferved by any telefcopes 
yet exifting, or any that it is probably 
in the power of human abilities to 
make; for the apparent diameter of 
the central ftar, if of the fame denfity 
with the fun, when feen from another 
body, which would revolve round it 
in 64 years, would be only the 1717th 
part of the diftance of thofe bodies 
from each other, as will appear from 
multiplying 107,32, the number of 
times the fun’s diameter is contained 
in his diftance from the earth, by 16, 
the greater proportional diftance of the 
revolving body, correfponding to 64 
years inftead of 1. Now the 1717th 
part of a fecond muft be magnified 
309.060 times in order to give it an 
apparent diameter of three minutes; 
and three minutes, if the telefcopes 
were mathematically perfect, and there 
was no want of diftin¢tnefs in the air, 
would be but a very {mall matter to 
judge of*. 

23- But though there is not the 

leaft 


* In Mr. Herfchel’s Obfervations upon the Fixed Stars abovementioned, almoft all of them are 
reprefented as appearing with a well-defined round difc. That this is not the real difc, but only 
an optical appearance, cccafioned perhaps by the conftitution of the eye, when the pencil, by which 
adjects are feen, is fo exceedingly {mall as thofe which he employed upon this occafion, is very ma- 
aici, from the cbfervations themfelyes, of which indeed Mr. Herfchel feems to be himfelf fuffi- 


ciently 
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leaft probability that this element, fo 
effential to be known, in order to de- 
termine with precifion the exact di- 
fiance and magnitude of a ftar, can 
ever be obtained, where it is in the 
fame circumftances, or nearly the fame, 
with thofe above fuppofed, yet the 
other elements, fuch as perhaps may 
be obtained, are fufficient to determine 
the diftance, &c. with a good deal of 
probability, within fome moderate li- 
mits; for in whatever ratio the real 
diftance of the two ftars may be greater 
or lefs than the diftance fuppofed, the 
denfity of the central ftar muft be 
greater or lefs in the fixth power of 
that ratio inverfely; for the periodic 
time of the revolving body being given, 
the quantity of matter contained in 
the central body muft be as the cube 
of their diftance from eachother. See 


Sir I. Newton’s Prin. b."gd. pr. 8th. 


cor. 3d, But the quantity of matter 
in different bodies, at whofe furfaces 
the velocity acquired by falling from 
an infinite height is the fame, mutt be, 
according to art. 12, dire¢tly as their 
femi-diameters; the femi-diameters, 


therefore, of fuch bodies muft bein .- 


the triplicate ratio of the diftance of 
the revolving body; and confequently 
their denfities, by art. 11, being in the 
inverfe duplicate ratio of their femi- 
diameters, muft be in the inverfe fex- 
tuplicate ratio of the diftance of the 
revolving body. Hence if the real 
diftance fhould be greater or lefs than 
that fuppofed, in the proportion of 
two or three to one, the denfity of the 
central body muft be lefs or greater, 
in the firft cafe, in the proportion of 
64, or in the latter of 729 to1. 
[To be continued. | 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE, 


SIR, 


F you will infert in your next number the inclofed pacquet of letters relative 
to the late great Dr. Johnfon, you will much oblige a great number of your 
correfpondents. ‘They have not the claim of originality, but ftill, on account 
of their fubje¢t, and on account of the real merit of feveral of them, they 


feem to deferve prefervation. 


fam, Sir, your conftant reader, and occafional correfpondent, 


LETTERS AND DETACHED PAPERS RELATIVE TO DR. SAMUEL 


JOHNSON. 
Sparfa coegi. 
LETTER I. To roe Printer oF THe St. James’s CHRONICLE. 


Mr. Batpwin, 


T is evident from the condu@ of 
the late Dr. Johnfon, that he de- 
figned Mr. Bofwell for the fole writer 
of his life. Why elfe did he furnifh 


him with fuch materials for it as were 
withheld from every other friend? 
That the Doétor alfo knew this work 
would be undertaken by his companion 


to 


ciently aware: if it were not fo, the intenfity of the light of thefe ftars muft either be exceedingly 


inferior indeed to that of the fun, 


or they muft be immenfely larger, otherwife they muft have a 


very fenfible parallax; for the fum, if removed to 10.000.000 times his prefent diftance, would ftill, 
I apprehend, be of about the brightnefs of the ftars of the fixth magnitude; in which cafe he muft 
be magnified 1.000.000 times to make his apparent difc of any fenfible magnitude; or, onthe other 
hand, if he was only removed to a thoufandth part of that diftance, then he mutt be lefs luminous 
in the proportion of 1.000.000 to 1, to make him appear no brighter than a ftar of the fixth mag- 


nitude. 


Now the fun’s diameter being contained nearly 215 times in the diameter of the earth’s 


orbit, the annual parallax therefore of fuch a body in that cafe, if it was placed in the pole of the 
ecliptic, would be 215 times its apparent diameter; and as the bright ftar in Lyra appeared to Mr. 
Merfchel about a third part of a fecond in diameter, if this was its real difc, and it was no bigger 
than the fun, it would confequently have an anaual parallax in the pole of the ecliptic of about 72% 
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to the Hebrides will be proved by 
living evidence. Little indeed did he 
= that a perfon whom he had 
made one of his executors would have 
inftantly claimed the office of his bio- 
grapher. Still lefs could he have ima- 
gined that this felf-appointment would 
have been precipitately confirmed by 
the bookfellers. 

Dr. Johnfon intended the deftruc- 
tion of all papers that might afford af- 
fiftance to thofe injudicious and inca- 
owe compilers of memoirs whom he 

ad but too much reafon to fear. A 
few {craps of petite information are, 
however, faid to have efcaped his di- 
ligence, and by what means is not un- 
known. ‘The quality alfo of thefe tri- 
fles is underftood, for the examination 
of them was not reftrained to any one 
out of his three executors.—-Where 
and in what company our author dined 
—how often he forgot the return of 
his birth or wedding-day—when he 
began to chew liquorice for his cough 
—or take opium to fecure his reft~ 
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are particulars without which the world 
can fleep in tranquillity. Yet of ar- 
ticles equally fplendid and momentous 
a certain vaunted diary is faid to confit. 

The value of Mr. Bofwell’s intelli- 
gence is unqueftionably afcertained. It 
muft be genuine, becaufe received from 
the deceafed. It muft be copious, as 
it is the refult of enquiries continued 
through a period of more than twenty 
years. It muft be exa¢t, becaufe com- 
mitted to paper as faft as communi- 


cated; and cannot fail to convey in- 


ftruétion, as it will be enriched with a 
multitude of original letters by Dr 
Johnfon, on a variety of fubjects.— 
Let the oppofer of Mr. Bofwell prove 
the authenticity and confequence of 
his materials in amanneras fatisfactory 
to the public. ‘The public may then 
judge between our rival biographers, 
and decide on their refpective claims 
to confidence and fupport. 
I am, Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, &c, 


LETTER II. 
IN ANSWER TO THE ABOVE. 


To THE PRINTER OF THE St. James’s CHRONICLE. 


SIR, 

I Read in your paper with the higheft 
fatisfaction a character of my illuf- 
trious friend Dr. Samuel Johnfon*, by 
a writer who does me the honour to 
pay me diftinguithed compliments, as 
the intended biographer of that great 
and good man. [ am only afraid, that 
while he animates my mind to its beft 
exertions, he may teach the public to 
expect too much from me. Upon my 
honour I have not the leaft notion who 
this writer is. But his knowledge of 
the intimacy between Dr. Johnfon and 
me, and of my means of obtaining 
information for writing his life, is fo 
particular, that were it not expreffed 
with more elegance than I were mafter 
of, I fhould almoft believe that his 
effay was written by myfelf. If the 
writer will have the generofity to avow 


himfelf in your paper, I fhall be very 
much obliged to him. But if he has 
any objection to a public difcovery, I 
entreat he may be ind enough to let 
me know by a private note to whom I 
am indebted for fuch encouraging no- 
tice, that I may teftify my gratitude, 
and may be further indebted to him 
for his advice in the progrefs of my 
labours. 

And as my name has, upon the late 
much-lamented occafion been often 
mentioned in the newfpapers, I think 
it proper folemnly to declare, that I 
have not fent a fingle article, nor fhail 
I fend one, without being figned with 


my name. 
JAMES BOSWELL. 
Edinburgh, Fan. 18, 1785+ 


LETTER II. 
SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


MR. TYERS, fpeaking of the de- 
ceafed, afferts that * his temper was 


not naturally fmooth.” How far our 
ingenious biographer can afcertain the 
truth 


* Sce the next letter, 
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truth of this remark is at prefent un-. 


known; but one whofe intimacy with 
Dr. Johnfon continued without inter- 
suption, or even a coldnefs on either 
fide, through upwards of nineteen years, 
one who faw him at all hours, and in 
all fituations, begs leave to obferve 
that his frame of mind rarely appeared 
difcompofed, except when ignorance 
attempted to pafs itfelf on him for 
Jearning. But even fuch provocations 
he endured, without refentment, per- 
haps longer than any man poffeffed of 
the fame confcioufnefs of fuperior 
knowledge would have borne them. 
When urged at laft beyond the bounds 
of common patience, though furnith- 
ed with a giant’s frength, he thought 
it tyrannous to ufe it like a giant, and ge- 
nerally was content to play with the 
victim whom he might have annihi- 
lated. Even when he was proceeding 
to rigorous juftice, he afforded warn- 
ing of its ftroke. He put forth ** firft 
a whifker, and thenaclaw.” ‘Time 
was afforded for retreat, but pertina- 
cious emptinefs and vanity were fure 
of their reward, and who can fay it 
was undeferved? 

To a race of beings who vifited him 
only to colleé& materials for converfa- 
tion, to hear what he would fay, with 
a defign to fcatter his remarks as their 
own in other companies, he might 
fometimes be induitrioufly fevere, or 
turn their defign againft themfelves, 
by delivering opinions purpofely erro- 
neous and abfurd. ‘To thofe whom he 
ferioufly difliked, he was ‘* clofe as 
oak,” He had been told that a cata- 
logue of his works was coveted by one 
who would have made no better ufe 
of it, than to difplay it asa mark of 
peculiar confidence repofed in himfelf. 
«© I have therefore (faid the Doétor) 
amufed myfelf with hearing him recite 
a lift of performances, fome of which 
Y had never written, nay, had never 


heard of, without the flighteft objec- 


tion to their authenticity. ‘The time 
is coming when I can derive comfort 
only from recollefting the tenour of 
what I have publifhed, and not from 
the number of pieces which the zeal 
of friends, or the motives of interefted 
people, would induce me to acknow- 


April 
ledge. Had it pleafed God to alle- 
viate my fufferings, and extend the 
limits of my life, I would have col- 
leéted and amended my own works; 


but, as I fear a period to my exiftence - 


approaches, the tafk of feleftion mutt 
be abandoned to chance. 
ment of my labours to the care of fome 
friends has been propofed, witha view 
to my own immediate benefit. But, 
for what the bookfellers have once 
paid, they ought not to pay again, 
unlefs additions or improvements could 
have.entitled me to frefh emolument.” 
— This is the fum of what he obferved 
relative to his writings. The little he 
added on the fubjeét may be as well 
fupprefled as divulged. The trade 
will fcarce permit the bulk of the pro- 
jected volumes to be diminifhed on the 
fcore of any reafons that can now be 
offered. 

«© | have caufe to believe (fays Mr. 
Tyers) he has left a manufcript bio- 
graphy behind him.” Nothing of this 
kind, however, has been difcovered, 
except an imperfeét diary, begun about 
the year 1764, and containing little 
befide notices of whom he dined with 
on fuch or fuch a day, with other par- 
ticulars equally trivial and uninterett- 
ing.—May this MS. prove more ufe- 
ful than a certain collection made, by 
George Faulkener of Dublin, for the 
lives of Dryden and Swift! Poor 
George’s materials comprifed only the 
following information —‘* that the 
laureat was accuftomed to fit in a bi 
chair among the wits at Buttons,” an 
that the dean ‘*‘ was a man who had 
wax in his ears.” ‘* But this (fays 
George) my friends telling me not be-. 
ing fufficient for lives of faid poets, I 
accordingly difcontinued them.” 

To Mr. Bofwell the public will be 
indebted, on the fubje¢t of our author’s 
life, for genuine and ample informa- 
tion as well as entertainment. He 
has been happy in refources that were 
obvious to none but himfelf. He was 
acquainted with the mollia fandi tem- 
pora, and improved them to the beft 
advantage. His playful importunities 
and anxious follicitations, were alike 
prevalent with Johnfon. If he failed 


once in anenquiry, he renewed it at a 
more 
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more lucky hour, and feldom retired 
without the intelligence he fought. 
During his long affociation with the 
Door in England, as well as through- 
-out his Hebridian tour, he may be 
pronounced to have loft no opportu- 
nity of fearch re{pecting the paft occur- 
rences of our author’s life, or his fen- 
timents relative to men and literature; 
nor willit be fufpected by thofe who 
are acquainted with Mr. Bofwell’s 
ative mind, that his curiofity permit- 
ted one circumftance to efcape him 
that might illuftrate the habits, or exalt 
the character of the fage whom he re- 
fpected almoft to adcration. 

One caution, however, may be ne- 
ceflary:even to Mr. Bofwell. Let him 
not difgrace his page by an implicit 
adoption of fuch narratives as are dic- 
tated by thofe who are intent only on 
procuring celebrity to their own equi- 
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vocal though boafted friendfhip and 
munificence, without too much folici- 
tude for the caufe of truth, or the me- 
mory of Johnfon! Let our biographer 
be as minute as Mr. ‘Tyers, without 
his credulity; nor be perfuaded to puff 
the living into fallacious confequence, 
while he is ereting 2 monument wor- 
thy of the dead. Let puffs be reitrain- 
ed within their proper channel, the 
news. From paragraphs we may learn, 
almoft every day, who withes to be 
thought of as the ** confidential fiiend*” 
of Johnfon; but let not the fober bio- 
grapher degrade himfelf by taking fuch 
a tafk out of the hands of the poor, 
the fhallow, the interefted, and the 
vain, who ftrive, by means like thefe, 
to fuggeft themfelves into notice to 
which they have no pretenfions, except 
their neceflities and their wifhes. 


LETTER IV. 
SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


THOSE who were only familiar 
with the magnitude of Dr. Johnfon’s 
talents and the purity of his mind, 
without acquaintance with his peculiar 
habits, have often expreffed their won- 
der on finding how acceflible he was 
to many perfons neither eminent for 
literature or virtue. This circumftance 
has been imputed by fome to his love 
of fociety, and by others to his dread 
of folitude, which might induce medi- 
tations on death too frequent to be 
welcome. To neither of thefe caufes, 
however, was the folicited and fome- 
times degrading mixture- of company 
found about him, to be attributed—a 
mixture more heterogeneous than ever 
pethaps appeared within the walls of 
any private dwelling.—The truth is, 
he had paffed many years under con- 
{tant apprehenfions of infanity, and 
his beft endeavours were employed to 
{top its advances, by cutting off its 
gs He had ftudied the tendency 
of his own excurfive mind, had ob- 
ferved in it ** the flying vapours of 
Incipient madnefs,” and knew from 
what quarter the tempeft was to be 

Lonp. Mac. April 1785. 


“ See the newfpapers, pa/im. 





feared. His Hiftory of a learned Mar 
in Roffelas, defcribes the ftate of his 
own feelings on this melancholy fub- 
ject; and in the character of Jm/ac he 
has pointed out the methods he him- 
felf adopted, to guard againft what he 
juftly calls the mof alarming of all 
uncertainties, the uncertain “continu- 
ance of reafon. ‘This confideration 
was always uppermoft in his thoughts, 
infomuch, that when he was firlt at- 
tacked by paralytic fymptoms, ‘** I 
waked (faid he) and finding myfelf un- 
commonly difordered, addreffed a prayer 
to the Almighty, humbly befeeching 
him in his mercy, whatever he deter- 
mined refpecting my body, not to di- 
flurb my mind.”— Shall we break in 
on our narrative too much, if we ob- 
ferve that his petition was finally grant- 
ed, and that he expired in a tranquil- 
lity like that of fleep? = 

His with, therefore, that he might, 
as rarely as poffible, be left alone to 
the dominion of any one tyrannical 
idea, will account for his regular and 
indifcriminate admiffion of vifitors. 
Hence tradefmen without cuftomers, 


Kk phyficians 


N. B. Br. Heberden was a conftant attendant on Dr. John- 


fon throughout his laft ilinefs; but of this eminent phyfician the public prints exhibit not the 
méation.—His fkill, bis learning, an¢é his humanity, aK ao diumal recommendatioits. 
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phyficians -without practice, artifts 
without employers, and preachers with- 
out audiences, were fo often by the 


Doétor’s fide. The profperous, in the 
fame callings, were ambitious of this 
honour for obvious reafons; but fome 
of thofe of a different defcription were 
actuated by other views, thought their 
mercantile interefts befriended by his 
countenance, and regarded his notice 
only as a paffport to fuccefs in their 
feveral vocations. 

_A period, alas! is now arrived, when 
his petty civilities, his cafual atten- 
tions, to vifitants of this fecond clafs, 
may be conftrued into his acknow- 
ledgement of their learning or their 
virtues ; and many a man who is ac- 
quainted with fome of our author’s 
numerous biographers may fecure a 
degree of celebrity to himfelf, by ob- 
taining a junction of his name with 
that of the deceafed. Admit the ac- 
counts which fome have delivered in 
refpecting their particular confequence, 
and each of them was a denizen of his 
heart. Believe the narratives of others, 
and Johnfon mutt appear a fubordinate 
perfonage in his own drama. His 
wit will ‘* pale its ineffectual fires” 
when compared with the fparkling 
ge a age of medical repartee, and 

is fenfe will be found wanting in the 
balance, when weighed againft the ftores 
of prebendal wifdom, One of thefe 
ecclefiaftics (one already famed for his 
fkilful and pathetic enunciation of the 
burial fervice) has boafted, not of ho- 
nours he has, but (if he be credited) 
of fuch as he might have enjoyed. ‘I 
might have been (faid he toa young 
painter) my friend Sam’s executor, but 
declined the office*.—I grant that in 
converfation he was more ready than I 
am, but the public concur in allowing 
me the preference as a writer.” —Silly 


‘April 
old fellow! to make a boy the confi- 
dante of what a child could not be- 
lieve! We hope we fhall hear no more 
of this—nor, from another quarter, 
of Dr. Johnfon’s ‘* fuperftitious fear 
of death,” and * terrors of inftant an- 
nihilationt.” The world has enter- 
tained few apprehenfions of this kind, 
fince it was enabled to prove, from a 
certain Harveian oration, that thofe 
who have died ouce, may live to die over 
again. 

Let not, however, the cloud that fo 
conftantly hung over the mind of our 
great and venerable Johnfon, prove an 
equal fource of calamity to thofe who 
may have been induced to believe that 
none but the honeft or eminent in their 
various purfuits and profeflions were 
to be found under his roof. Every 
Chriftian may fafely adopt fuch rules 
as the author of the Rambler has laid 
down for the moral conduét of life. 
But let it likewife be underftood that 
fomewhat of importance may be ha- 
zarded by admitting all whom he ad- 
mitted to familiarity, and by treating 
all in whom he confided, with a fimi- 
lar degree of confidence- Unfeigned- 
ly pious himfelf, he was often duped 
by a femblance of piety in others; and 
though not to be impofed on by fpe- 
cious pretences to literature, he was 
rarely proof againft the arts of hypo- 
crify and adulation, that acconimodate 
themfelves to every caprice, and afford 
an echo to every opinion. 

Such arts 4ave been practtifed among 
thofe who take places for their own 
names in catch-penny vehicles of bio- 
graphy—who fcribble accounts of their 
own problematic friendfhip, &c. to be 
inferted in public prints—and who are 
ambitious, . any means to fnatch a 
plume from the hearfe of Johnfon, 


LETTER V, 


SIR, 


A Few particulars oe Mr, has beftowed an elegiac copy of verfes, 


Levet, on whofe memory Dr. Johnfon 


may not be unacceptable to your readers. 
Mr. 


* Volpone (himfelf upwards of feventy years of age) affured the Doétor he had appointed him 
his fole executor and heir; and no doubt expected fuch pretended confidence and kindnefs would 
hav e been repaid by real truft and liberality of a fimilar kind, at leaft by a fubftantial acknowledge- 


ment 


+ Dr. Johnfon’s folema confeffion of faith, committed to paper by his own hand, and publithed 
with his will, affords the mott complete refutation of fuch acalumny, Q. Has itever appeared ? Epis. 
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1785. 
Mr. Levet*, though an Englifhman 
by birtht+, became early in life a wai- 
ter at a coffee-houfe in Paris. The 
furgeons who frequented it, finding 
him of an inquifitive turn, and atten- 
tive to their converfation, made a purfe 
for him, and gave him fome inftruc- 
tions in their art. They afterwards 
furnifhed him with the means of other 
knowledge, by procuring him free ad- 
miffion to fuch lectures in pharmacy 
and anatomy as were read by the ableft 
profeffors of that period. Hence his 
introduction to a bufinefs which af- 
forded him a continual though flender 
maintenance. Where the middle part 
of his life was fpent is uncertain. He 
refided, however, almoft thirty years 
under the roof of Johnfon, who never 
wifhed him to be regarded as an infe- 
riour, or treated him like a dependantf. 
He break fafted with the Dottor every 
morning, and perhaps was feen no more 
by him till midnight. Much of the 
day was employed in attendance on his 
atients, who were chiefly of the low- 
eft rank of tradefmen. ‘lhe remainder 
of his hours he dedicated to Hunter’s 
le€tures, and to as many different op- 
portunities of improvement as he could 
meet with on the fame gratuitous con- 
ditions. ‘* All his phyfical knowledge 
(faid Johnfon) and it is not inconti- 
derable§, was obtained through the ear. 
‘Though he buys books, he feldom 
looks into them, or difcovers any 
power by which he can be fuppofed to 
judge of an author’s merit.” 

Before he became a conftant inmate 
of the Dottor’s houfe, he married a 
woman who had perfuaded him (not- 
withftanding their place of congrefs 
was a fmallcoal-fhed in Fetter-lane) 
that fhe was nearly related to a noble- 
man, but was injurioufly kept by him 
out of large poffellions. It is almoft 
needlefs to add that both parties were 
difappointed in their views. —If Levet 
took her for an heirefs, who in time 
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might be rich, fhe regarded him as a 
phyfician already in confiderable _ 
tap Contato with the marvels of 
this tranfaction (as Johnfon himfelf 
declared when relating them) the tales 
in the Arabian Nights’ Entertainments 
feem familiar occurrences. Never was 
infant more completely impofed on 
than our hero. —He had not many days 
been married before he was arrefted for 
debts incurred by his wife.—In a fhort 
time afterwards fhe was tried (provi- 
dentially in his opinion) for theft, at 
the Old-Bailey. Levet attended the 
court, in the hope fhe would be hanged ; 
and very angry was he with the coun- 
fel who undertook her defence.—*‘ I 
once thought (faid he) the man had 
been my friend, but this behaviour of 
his has proved the contrary.” —She was 
acquitted, and Johnfon himfelf con- 
certed the terms of feparation for this 
ill-ftarred couple, and then took Levet 
home, where he continued till his 
death, which happened fuddenly, with- 
out pain, and at the age of more than 
eighty.x—As no relations of his were 
known to Dr. Johnfon, he advertifed 
for them. In the courfe of a few 
weeks an heir at law appeared, and 
afcertained his title to what efeéts the 
deceafed had left behind him. 

Levet’s chara¢ter was rendered valua- 
ble by repeated proois of honefty, ten- 
dernefs, and gratitude to his benefac- 
tor, as well as by an unwearied dili- 
gence in his profeflion.—His fingle 
failing (if it may be cailed one) was an 
occafional departure from fobriety. 
Johnfon would obferve, he. was per- 
haps the only man who ever became 
intoxicated through motives of pru- 
dence. He reflected, that if he refufed 
the gin or brandy offered him by fome 
of his patients, he could have been no 
gainer by their cure, as they. might 
have had nothing elfe to beftow on 
him. ‘This habit of taking a fee in 


whatever fhape it was exhibited could 
K k 2 not 


_* For an account of Mr. Levet, and for Dr. Johnfon’s verfeson his death, the reader may confult 


the London Magazine. 
+ He was born at Hull, in Yorkhhire. 


¢ Dr. Johnfon has frequently oblerved that Levet was indebted to him for nofking more than. 
houfe room, his fhare in a penny loaf at breakfaft, and now and then a dinner oma Sunday. 

§ He had acted for many years in the capacity of phyfician, furgean, and apothecary to Johnfon. 
After the good and learned Dr. Lawrence retired from bufinefs, the care of our author devolvéd to 


Levet. 
auary, 1782. 


Heberden was not called in to him till his illnucfsin the year 1783. Levet died in Ja- 
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not be put off by advice or admoni- 
tion of any kind. He would fwallow 
what he did not like, nay what he 
knew would injure him, rather 
than go home with an idea that his 


{kill had been exerted without recom- 


pence. ‘“* Had (faid Johnfon) all his 
patients malicioufly combined to re- 
ward him with meat and ftrong liquors, 
inftead of money, he would either have 
burft, like the dragon in the Apocry- 
pha, through repletion, or have been 
fcorched up, like Portia, by fwallow- 
ing fire.”—But let not from hence an 
imputation of rapacioufnefs be fixed 
upen him. ‘Though he took all that 
was offered him, he demanded nothing 
from the poor, nor was known, in any 
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April 


inftance, to have enforced the payment 


of even what was juftly his due. 

His perfon was middle-fized and 
thin; his ae fwarthy, aduft, and 
corrugated. is converfation, except 
on Seocee fubjeéts, barren. When 
in difhabille he might have been mif- 
taken for an alchemift, whofe complex- 
ion had been hurt by the fumes of the 
crucible, and whofe clothes had fuf- 
fered from the fparks of the furnace. 

Such was Levet, whofe whimfical 
frailty, if weighed againft his good 
and ufeful qualities, was 
‘¢ A floating atom, duft that falls wnheeded 
‘© Into the adverfe {cale, nor fhakes the balance.’” 

IREN:. 
I am, Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, &c. 


LETTER VI. 
JOHNSONIANA. 


FOR the fhortnefs of Dr. Johnfon’s 
ftay at college, and his retirement from 
it without taking a degree, no reafons 
have hitherto been affigned. There is 
caufe, however, to fafreet that he was 
fent to the univerfity by the private 
fubfcription of a few individuals be- 
longing to the cathedral of Litchfield, 
who, with ‘“ the prophetic eye of 
tafte,” looked forward to his future at- 
tainments. Thefe gentlemen, ina fit 
of zeal which rarely enquifes into its 
own duration, might have defigned to 
become his lafting patrons; but it is 
equally probable that the ftream of their 
bounty diminifhed gradually, and was 
dried up at laft.—Every one is ac- 
quainted with the uncertain influx of 
voluntary contributions. —To this cir- 
cumftance we may add, that the pecu- 
Kar manners of Johnfon were by no 
means adapted to conciliate favour 
among a fet of men who are more fre- 
quently influenced by a fpecious out- 
fide, than by folid learning*. His 
fuperior application and vivacity might 
alto be confidered as a reproach on the 
idle, and as a contraft to the dull; nor 
would people who regarded him in 
fuch lights prove at all anxious for his 
accommodation among them by the 
aid of thofe ftipendary indulgences 
which many colleges can beftow. It 


* See the Eiftory of a Fellow of a College, in Pompey the Little. 


is not unlikely, therefore, that (as he 
himfelf has faid of Gray) he * lived 
fullenly on,” till he was either difguft- 
ed with his quarters, or ftarved out of 
them. — But Dr. Adams, once tutor to 
Dr. Johnfoa, and now matter of Pem- 
broke College, Oxford, is ftill in be- 
ing, and can perhaps illuftrate fo ob- 
{cure a period of our author’s life.— 
Be thankful, ye future biographers, 
for this intelligence! It may ferve as 
a ufeful hint to fuch of you as are not 
too mean and inglorious to expeét af- 
fiftance, or too infolent and illiberal 
to deferve it. 4 

While Johnfon, however, remained 
at college, he was ina ftate not very 
far removed from indigence. He has 
been feen with his naked feet appear- 
ing through the upper leathers of his 
fhoes. A new pair was once left at 
his door; but he threw them away 
with indignation. He could not ftoop 
to accept any thing fo indelicately ob- 
truded on his necetiities. 

Even after his arrival in London he 
acknowledged himfelf to have rambled 
more than once all night about the 
fireets with his friend Savage, becaufe 
their joint purfes could not raife a fum 
fufiicient to pay for the moft humble 
lodging. es a 

He confeffed himfelf likewife to 
have 


a a 
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r8s. 
have been fometimes in the power of 
bailiffs. Richardfon; the author of 
Clariffa, was his cofiftant friend on 
fuch occafions. ‘* I,remember writing 
to him (faid Johnfon) from a fpung- 
ing-houfe; and was fo fure of my de- 
liverance through his kindnefs and li- 
berality, that, before his reply was 
brought, I knew I could afford to joke 
with the rafcal who had me in cuftody, 
and did fo, over a pint of adulterated 
wine, for which, at that inftant, I had 
no money to pay.” 

It has been already often obferved that 
Johnfon had loft the fight of one of his 
eyes. Mr. Ellis, an ancient gentle- 


man now living (author of a very hap-. 


py burlefque tranflation of the thir- 
teenth book added to the Aineid by 
Maffée Vegio) was in the fame condi- 
tion. But, fome years after, while he 
was at Margate, the fight of his eye 
unexpectedly returned, and that of its 
fellow became as fuddenly extinguifh- 
ed. Concerning the particulars of this 
fingular but authenticated event, Dr. 
Johnfon was ftudioufly inquifitive, and 
not without reference to his own. cafe. 


— Though he.never made ufe of glaffes 


to affift his fight, he faid he could re-. 


collect no produétion of art to which, 
man has fuperior obligations. He men- 
tioned the name of the original inven- 
tor* of fpectacles with reverence, and 
expreffed his wonder that not an: indi- 
vidual, out of the multitudes who had 


profited by them, had, through grati-. 


tude, written the life of fo great a 
benefactor to faciety. —§  . -: 

His knowledge in manufaétures was 
extenfive, and his-comprehenfion re- 
lative to mechanical contrivances was 
ftill more extraordmary. ‘The well- 
known Mr: Arkwright prohounced 
him to be the only perfon who, on a 
firft vigw, underftood both the. princi- 
ple and powers of his moft ¢compli- 
cated piece of- machinery. 

Dr. Johnfon delighted in the com- 
pany of women.. ‘* There are few 
things (he would fay) that we fo un- 
willingly give up, even inaa advanced 
age, as the fuppofition that we have 
fall the power of ingratiating ourfelves 
with the fair-fex.”—Among hie fin- 
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gularities, his love of converfing with © 
the proftitutes whom he met with in 

the ftreets was not the leaft. He has. 
been known to carry fome of thefe 

unfortunate creatures into a tavern, 

for the fake of ftriving to awaken in: 
them a proper fenfe of their condition. 

His younger friends now and then af- 

fected to tax him with lefs chaftifed 

intentions; but he would anfwer—— 
“© No, Sir: I have-rather been dif- 
concerted and fhocked by the replies 
of thefe giddy wenches, than. flattered, 
or diverted by their tricks, I remem- 
ber afking one of them for what pur~ 
pofe the fuppofed her Maker had be-_ 
ittowed on her fo much beauty. . Her. 
anfwer was—-To pleafe the gentlemen: 
to be fure; for what other ufe could it 
be given me?” 

The Doétor is known to have been, 
like Savage, a very late vilitor; yet at 
whatever hour he returned, he never: 
went to bed without a previous call on 
Mrs. Williams, the blind lady who for 
fo. many years had found protection 
under his roofs Coming home one. 
morning between. four and five, he faid 
to her-—** Take notice; madam, that 
for-once 2am jhere before others are: 
afleep. As ¢ turned.into the court, £ 
ran againft a‘knot .of bricklayers.”— 
«© You forget, my dear Sir {replied 
fhe): that. thefe’. people have. all “_ 
a-bed, and are ngw preparing for their 
day's: work.”—** Is it. fo. then, ma, 
dam? - I confef that circumftance had: 
efcaped.me.” eee ee, 

** Garrick, I hear, complains that L 
am the only popular author of his time, 
who has exhibited no praife- of him ia 
print; but he: is hit i so Akinfide 
has. forbarne to mention him.--Some 
indeed ate lavith in their applaufe of alh 
who come within the:compafs-of their 
recolleétion. .Yet he'who. praifes every 
body, praifes nobody. -When both 
{cales are equally loaded, neither can 
preponderate,S : 

‘Perhaps (faid a gentleman) a congé 
d@’elire has not. the force of a pofitive 
command, but implies only a itrong 
recommendation.”—~‘§ Yes (replied 
Johnfon who. overheard him) juft fuch 
a recommendation as if I fhould throw 
you 


* "Phe inventor af fpectacles is faid to have been a monk of Pifa, who lived at the end of the 


thirteenth century, and whofe name was Spina. 


Epit,. 
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you out of a three-pair-of-ftairs’ win- 
dow, and seabiienhines to fall to the 
ground.” 

The laft effufion of our author’s 


preenenys was the following.—*‘* I. 


ope, Sir (fays a friend) that the man 


whom I recomfnended to fit up with 
you was both wakeful and alert.” — 
‘* Sir (anfwered the Doctor) his vigi- 
lance was that of a dormoufe, and his 
activity that of a turnfpit on his firft 
entry into a wheel,” 


LETTER VI. 
JOHNSONIANA. 


** T Have been told, Dr. Johnfon 


(fays a friend) that your tranflation of 


Pope’s Mefliah was made either as a 
common exercife, or as an impofition 
for fome negligence you had been 
guilty of at college.”—** No, Sir (re- 
plied the Doétor). At Pembroke the 
former were always in profe, and to 
the latter I would not have fubmitted. 
I wrote it rather to fhow the tutors 
what I could do, than what I was wil- 
ling fhould be done. It anfwered my 
purpofe; for it convinced thofe who 
were well enough inclined to punifh 
me, that I could wield a fcholar’s wea- 
pon, as often as I was menaced with 
arbitrary inflictions.—Before the fre- 
quency of perfonal fatire had weakened 
its effect, the petty tyrants of colleges 
ftood in awe of a pointed remark, or a 
vindictive epigram. But fince every 
man in his turn has been wounded, no 
man is afhamed of a fear.” 





** T wrote the firft feventy lines in 
the Vanity of Human Wifhes in the courfe 
of one morning, in that fmall houfe 
beyond the church [at Hampftead. ] 
The whole number was compofed be- 
fore I threw a fingle couplet on paper. 
The fame method I purfued in regard 
to the prologue on opening Drury-lane 
theatre. I did not afterwards change 
more than a word init, and that was 
done at the remonftrance of Garrick. 
{ did not think his criticifm juft; but 
it was neceffary he fhould be fatisfied 
with what he was to utter.” 





To a gentleman who expreffed him- 
felf in difrefpe€tful terms of Black- 
more, one of whofe poetic bulls he 
happened juft then to recolleét, Dr. 
Johnfon anfwered, ‘* I hope a blunder, 
after you have heard what Fi fhall relate, 
will not be reckoned decifive againf a 


poet’s reputation. When I was a 
young man, I tranflated Addifon’s La- 
tin poem on the Battle of the Cranes and 
Pygmies, and muft plead guilty to the 
following couplet : 

*¢ Down from the guardian boughs the nefts they 


flung, 
‘¢ And 4ill’d the yet uxanimated young :’” 


And yet I trait 1 am no blockhead.—I 
afterwards changed the word 4://'d into 
crufh'd.” . 








When Dr. Percy firft publifhed his 
Collection of ancient Englifh Ballads, 
perhaps he was too lavifh in commen- 
dation of the beautiful fimplicity and 
poetic merit he fuppofed himfelf to 
difcover in them. ‘his circumitance 

rovoked Johnfon to obferve one even- 
ing at Mifs Reynolds’s tea-table, that 
he could rhyme as well, and as ele- 
gantly, in common narrative and con- 
verfation. For inftance, fays he, 
As with my hat upon my head 
I walk’d along the Strand, 
I there did meet another man 
With his hat in his hand. 
Or, to render fuch poetry fubfervient 
to my own immediate ufe, 
I therefore pray thee, Renny dear, 
That thou will give to me, 


With cream and fugar foften’d well 
Another difh of tea. 


Nor fear that I, my gentle maid, 
Shall long detain the cup, 

When once unto the bottom I 
Have drank the liquor up. 


Yet hear, alas! this mournful trath, 
Nor hear it with a frown ;— 

Thou ¢an’it not make the tea fo faft 
As I can gulp it down. 


And thus he proceeded through feveral 
more ftanzas, till the reverend critic 
cried out for quarters Such ridicule, 
however, was not unmerited. ‘The 
editor of the Biographia Dramatica ju- 
dicioufly obferves, ‘ it has-fometimes 

happened 


April 


1785. 
happened that thofe who have been 
tempted to napa fpecimens of the 
rude poetry of our early writers have 
likewife perfuaded themfelves that thefe 
trifles were poffeffed of a further de- 
gree of value than they may juftly chal- 
lenge as the records of fugitive cuftoms, 
or the repofitories of ancient language. 
When Rowe, in his prologue to Jane 
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Shore, without exception, declared tha* 
‘* Thefe venerable ancient fong-enditers 
** Soar’d many a pitch above our modern writers,”” 
he certainly faid what he neither be- 
lieved himfelf, nor could wifh any 
— of his audience or his readers to 
elieve. Such literary falfhoods de- 
ferve to be expofed as often as they are 
detected. 


LETTER VI. 


SIR, 


PERMIT me to correé& a few mif- 
takes, or, at leaft, provoke an expla- 
nation of a few ambiguities, in Mtr. 
Tyers’s Sketch of Dr. Johnfon’s Life. 
1 henour the motives of the writer; 
but cannot help wifhing he had fome- 
times been poffeffed of lefs credulity, 
and fometimes had heen more decided 
in his expreffions. Refpeét for the 
dead, not enmity to the living, has 
given birth to the following ftrictures. 

‘«* Private and public prayer, when 
his vifitors were his audience, were his 
conftant exercifes.”] Waving all cri- 
ticifm on niceties of phrafe, this fen- 
tence appears to mean that—Johnion 
either prayed both audibly and men- 
tally— or, rehearfed the forms of pub- 
lic worfhip, and fuch as his own piety 
could fuggefl, as often as he had com- 
pany to hear him.—But is it probable 
that the fincere and almoft dying John- 
fon would (like the Pharifee, whofe 
religion confifted in external ceremo- 
nies) have oftentatioufly followed his 
devotions before a mixed affembly, 
though he might fometimes do fo in 
the prefence of a few intimate friends, 
who were difpofed to join with him 
in fupplication, or partake with him 
in the holy facrament ? 

«* His imagination often appeared 
too mighty for his reafon.”] Were 
this a fact, the Doctor muft be fup- 
pofed to have frequently thought like 
an enthufiaft, or talked and written 
like a madman.—lIs this a fpecimen of 
the laurels which a friendly hand pro- 
fefles to plant around the grave of: the 
deceafed? Or is it not rather to be 
confidered as a weed that accidentally 
{prung up among flowers? : 

“© He was born for nothing but to 
write.” ] Surely, Johnfon was born 


to practice virtue, as well as to recom- 
mend it; and fuch a defign in his crea- 
tion appears to have been fulfilled.— 
His pra¢tical virtues indeed are after- 
wards diftin@tly enumerated, and prove, 
in fpite of the foregoing quotation, 
that he was born for fomewhat more 
than to be an author.—Such are the 
naturai confequences of a defultory 
mode of writing, in which, as in Gon- 
zalo’s commonwealth, ‘* the latter end 
forgets the beginning.” , 
«* Night was his time for compofi- 
tion.”] This affertion, if meant fora 
general one, can be refuted by living 
evidence. Almoft the whole Preface 
to Shakfpeare, and no inconfiderable 
part of the Lives of the Poets, were 
compofed by daylight, and in a room 
where a friend was employed by him 
in other inveftigations. His ftudies 
were only continued through the night, 
when the day had been pre-occupied, 
or proved too fhort for his under- 
takings. Refpecting the fertility of 
his genius, the refources of his learn- 
ing, and the accuracy of his judge- 
ment, the darknefs and the light were 
both alike. 
«* Mrs. Thrale knew how to {pread 
a table with the utmoft plenty and ele- 
gance.”] All who are acquainted with 
this lady’s domeftic hiftory muft know 
that, in the prefent inftance, Mr. Ty- 
ers’s praife of her is unluckily be- 
ftowed. Her hufband fuperintended 
every dinner fet before his guefts. Af- 
ter his death fhe confeffed her total ig+ 
norance in culinary arrangements. Poor 
Thrale ftudied an art of which he loved 
the produce, and to which he expired 
a martyr. Johnfon repeatedly, and 
with all the warmth of earneft friend- 
fhip, affured him he was ximis edax re- 
ruil, 
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gu, and that fych unlimited indol- 
gence of his palate would precipitate 
his end, ‘Little did he think his in- 
temperance would have proved an in- 
troduction to his wife’s difgrace, by 
eventually raifing an obfcure and pen- 
nilefs finger into fudden wealth and 
aukward notoriety. 
*On finifhing the Lives of our Poets 
*« the bookfellers prefented him with 
a gratuity of a hundred -pounds.’’] 
‘This hundred pounds, before a living 
witnefs, he received from. his employ- 
érs as a demand, and not as a prefent. 
He faid he had agreed with them for 
300]. of which the fum in queftion 
was a third. He therefore took it only 
as his dwe.—Let the moft penurious 
among us tell our own ftory, and meet 
with fuch a degree of credulity as fuits 
our purpofe im telling it, and Timon 
of Athens will appear a niggard in 
comparifon with our liberality and 
magnificence.— Let it not, however, 
be concealed, that on a republication 
of the aforefaid Lives, &c. in four 
vols. 8vo. with a Preface, the book- 
fellers paid the Doétor the additional 
fum of one hundred pounds. 

** His intimacy with Dr. Dodd, &c.””] 
Dr. Johnfon declared, repeatedly de- 
clared to the perfon who now (however 
unworthily) holds the pen in his be- 
half, that he never once had been in 
company with that unfortunate divine. 
A knowledge of this circumftance can- 
not fail to increafe every reader’s be- 
lief in the philanthropy of Johnfon, 
~ « That he would not be obliged to 
any perfon’s liberality but his King’s.” ] 
This fentiment may have been uttered 
by Dr, Johnfon, but where is the evi- 
dence that it was fo? It would come 
with better grace from any one than 
the gentleman who, by making the 
offer mentioned, might have provoked 
fach a reply. 

«« Who builds a church te God, and not to fame, 
«* Wilt feldom mark the marble with hisname.”’ 
Was thie above cirgumftance ever fpoken 
of by Dr. Johnfon? Was it known 
during his life? Or has it been di- 
vulged only fince his death? 

' ** His laft employers wanted him to 
undertake the life of Spenfer.”| The 
hing, indeed, is {aid to have wifhed 


BI-O-G-R-A-P -H-Y, Apai 


for fuch an additional piece of bio- 
graphy, but Dr. peneiee himfelf 


thought the bookfellers were unwil. 


ling it fhould be written, left they 
fhould be expe¢ted to reprint an author 
whofe works have, comparatively, very 
few readers. The Doctor profeffed a 
readinefs to perform his part in the un- 
dertaking, on the flighteit intimation 
that his labours would be accepted, 
Some collection for them was actually 
made. He would not hare fhrunk 
from a comparifon with Mr, Warton’s 
criticifms on this or any other bard.— 
It was particularly requifite that the 
authenticity of our biographer’s infor- 
mation on this fabject fhould be dif- 
puted, that it may be known how lit- 
tle difpofed the Dottor was to have 
neglected the fligheft hint from ONE 
whofe zeal for literature is among the 
brighteft ornaments of his exalted, fi- 
tuation. 

“« His funeral was fplendidly and 
numeroufly attended.” ] How {fplen- 
didly, and how numeroufly, is no fe- 


cret from the public, who have already . 


paid all due compliments to the Dean 
and Chapter of Weftmintfter, on account 
of fuch matchlefs gratitude and gene- 
rofity as they difplayed at the com- 
plete and folemn inhumination of their 
great voluntier in the caufe of the efta- 
blifhed Church of England. 

But this addrefs to you, Mr. Editor, 
muft not conclude without proper 
mention of the bivgrapher to a few 
parts of whofe performance the fore- 
going objections have been made. He 
defigned honour to his departed friend, 
and in many inftances has conferred 
it.—Where he has failed, his failure 
muft be imputed to hafte, or dubious 
intelligence—or, in fhort, to any cir- 
cumftance rather than a voluntary aber- 
ration from truth, or the leaft with to 
exhibit the deceafed in an unfavoura- 
ble point of view.—He is likewife re- 
quefted to believe, that though fome 
of his. anecdotes and opinions may 
have been freely examined, they have 
neither been wilfully mifunderftood, 
or wantonly mifreprefented. 

-lam, Sw, 
Your moft humble fervant, &c. 

I beg leave to add, that no falfe, 
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reports refle€ting on Dr. Johnfon’s me- 
mory, fhall long remain uncontradicted 
in this paper*, even though the mali- 
cious tale, or ened anecdote, 
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fhould occur in publications almoft too 
obfcure for notice, and too mean for 
reprehenfion, 


LETTER IX. 
JOHNSONIANA. 


«© PRAY (faid Garrick’s mother to 
Johnfon) what is your opinion of my 
fon David?’—** Why, madam, replied 
the Doctor, David will either be hang- 
ed, or become a great man.” 





When Bolingbroke died, and be- 
queathed the publication of his works 
to Mallet, Johnfon obferved “ His 
Jordfhip has loaded a blunderbufs againft 
religion, and has left a fcoundrel to 
pull the trigger.” —Being reminded of 
this a few years ago, the Doétor ex- 
claimed ** Did I really fay fo?” —** Yes, 
Sir.”—He replied, ‘ I am heartily 
glad of it.” 








«© You knew Mr. Capel, Dr. John- 
fon?’--** Yes, Sir; I have feen him 
at Garrick’s.”—** And what think you 
of his abilities?”—** They are juft fuf- 
ficient, Sir, to enable him to feleét the 
black hairs from the white ones, for 
the ufe of the perriwig-makers. Were 
he and I to count the grains in a bufhel 
ef wheat for a wager, he would cer- 
tainly prove the winner.” 





When one Collins, a fleep-compel- 
ling divine of Herefordfhire, with the 
affiftance of Counfellor Hardinge, pub- 
lifhed a heavy half-crown pamphlet 
againft Mr. Steevens, Garrick afked 
the Doétor what he thought of this 
attack on his coadjutor. ‘* J regard 
Collins’s performance (replied Johnfon) 
as a great gun without powder or 
fhot.”—When the fame Collins after- 
wards appeared as editor of Capel’s 
pofthumous notes on Shakfpeare, with 
a preface of his own, containing the 
following words—‘* A fudden and 
moft fevere ftroke of affliction has left 
my mind too much diftraéted to be ca- 
pable of engaging in fuch a tafk [that 
of a further attack on Mr. Steevens | 
though I am prompted to it by incli- 
nation as well as duty,” the Doctor 
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afked to what misfortune the foregoing’ 
words referred. Being told that the 
critic had loft his wife, Johnfon added, 
‘¢ | believe that the lofs of teeth may 
deprave the voice of a finger, and that 
lamenefs will impede the motions of a 
dancing-mafter, but I have not yet 
been taught to regard the death of a 
wife as the grave of literary exertions. 
When my dear Mrs. Johnfon expired, 
I fought relief in my ftudies, and ftrove 
to lofe the recolle¢tion of her in the 
toils of literature.— Perhaps, however, 
I wrong the feelings of this poor fellow. 
His wife might have held the pen in 
his name. Hinc ille lachryme. Nay, 
I think I obferve, throughout his two 
pieces, a woman’s irritability with a 
woman’s impotence of revenge.” — Yet 
fuch were Johnfon’s tender remem- 
brances of his own wife, that after her 
death, though he had a whole houfe 
at command, he would ftudy no where 
but ina garret. Being afked the rea- 
fon why he chofe a fituation fo incom- 
modious, he anfwered, ** Becaufe in 
that room only I never faw Mrs. John- 
fon.” . 


«¢ What think you, Dr. Johnfon, of 
Mr. M n’s converfation?” —** I 
think, Sir, it is a conftant renovation 
of hope, and an unvaried fucceflion of 
difappointment.” 














‘© My dear Sir, don’t difturb my 
feelings (faid Garrick to Johnfon, one 
night behind the fcenes) confider the 
exertions | have to go through,” —** As 
to your feelings, David (replied John- 
fon) Punch has juft as many; and as 
for your exertions, thofe of a man who 
cries turneps about the ftreet are 
greater.” 





** Were you ever, Sir, in company 
with Dr. Warburton?”—** I never fav 
him till one evening, about a week 
ago, at the Bifhop of St. ——’s. At 

Li? fir 


* This laudable refolution was publifhed in the St. James’s Chronicle. 
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firft he lo6ké4 furlily at me; but after 
wé had betn joftled into converfation, 
he took me to a window, afked mé 
fome queftions, and before we parted 
was fo well pleafed with me, that he 
patted me.”—** You always, Sir, rg 
ferved a refpect for him ?’— « Yes, 
and juftly. When as yet I was in no 
favour with the world, he {poke well 
of me*, and I hopeI never forgot the 
obligation.” 





*€ Though yon brought a tragedy, 
Sir, to Drory-fane, and at one time 
were fo intimate with Garrick, you 
never appeared to have much theatrical 
acquaintance.” —** Sir, while I had, in 
common with other dramatic authors, 
the liberty of the fcenes, without con- 
fidering my admiffion behind them as 
a favour, I was frequently at the thea- 
tre. At that period all the wenches 
knew me, and dropped me a curtfy as 
they paffed on to the ftage. But fince 
poor Goldfmith’s laft comedy, I fcarce 
recollect having feen the infide of a 
play-houfe.—'To fpeak the truth, there 
1s fmall encouragement there for a man 
whofe fight and hearing are become fo 
imperfect as mine.—I may add, that, 
Garrick and Henderfon excepted, I 
never met with a performer who had 
ftudied his art, or could give an intel- 
ligible reafon for what he did.” 


~ 








Though Dr. Johnfon was no enemy 
to a proper and well-timed compli- 
ment, he would fometimes exprefs his 
diflike of aukward and hyperbolical 
adulation. To a literary dame, who 
had perfecuted him throughout a whole 
afternoon with coarfe and inceffant 
flattery (after. making feveral fruitlefs 
efforts to ttop her career) he faid, and 
Joud enough tor half the company pre- 
fent to hear, ‘* My dear, before you 
are fo lavith of your praife, you ought 
to confider whether it be worth having.” 





‘© IT am convinced (faid he to a 
friend) I ought to be prefent at divine- 
fervice more frequently than I am ; but 
the proyocations given by ignorant and 
atlected preachers too often difturb the 


* Inkis Preface to Shakfpeare, - 
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merital calm which otherwifé would 
fucceed to prayer. I am apt to whif- 
per to myfelf on fuch occafions—How 
can this illiterate fellow dream of fix- 
mg attention, after we have been liften- 
ing to the fublimeft truths, conveyed 
in the moft chafte and exalted lan- 
uage, throughout a Litergy which 
ae reaneded as the pant Se off- 
fpring of -piety impregnated by wif- 
om. —Take notice, however, though 
I make this confeffion refpecting my- 
felf, I do mot mean to recommend the 
faftidioufnefs that Jed me to exchange 
ag OES for folitary worfhip.”— 
Dr. Johnfon, notwithftanding, was at 
Streatham-church, when the unfortu- 
nate Dodd’s firft application to him was 
made. ‘The Doctor went out of his 
pew immediately, wrote a fuitable re- 
ply to the letter he had received, and 
afterwards, when he related this cir- 
cumftance, added, ** I hopeI fhall be 
pardoned, if for once I deferted the 
fervice of God for that of man.” 





On the night before the publication 
of the firft edition of his Shakfpeare, 
he fupped with fome friends in the 
Temple, who kept him up, “ nothing 
loth,” till paft five the next morning. 
Much shealnates was pafling on the 
fubject of commentatorfhip; when, all 
on a fudden, the Doétor, looking at 
his watch, cried out, ** This is port 
to you, gentlemen; but you do not 
confider there are at moft only four 
hours between me and criticifm.” 

Previous to this convivial meeting, 
Mr. 'Tonfon had defired a gentleman 
to afk our author if he could afcertain 
the number of his fubfcribers. No 
(replied the Doétor) ; two material rea- 
fons forbid even a guefs of mine on 
the fubject.—I have loft all the names, 
and fpent all .the money. It came in 
in fmall portions, and departed in the 
fame manner.” ‘There were afterwards 
receipts for near a thoufand copies 
carried in to 'lonfon. 





’ * T have feldom met with a mah 
whofe colloquial ability exceeded that 
of Mallet.—I was but once in Sterne’s 
company’, 
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company, and then his only attempt at 
merriment confifted in his difplay of a 
drawing too indecently grofs to have 
delighted even in a brothel.—Colman 
never produced a luckier thing thaa 
his firlt ode m ridicule of Gray. A 
confiderable part of it may be num- 
bered among thofe felicities which no 
man has twice attained.—Gray was 
the very ‘Torré of poetry. He payer 
his corufcations fo fpecioufly, that his 
fteel-duft is miftaken by many fora 
thower of gold.” 





At one period of the DeGor’s life, 
he was reconciled to the bottle. Sweet 
wines, however, were his chief fa- 
vourites. When none of thefe were 
before him, he would fometimes drink 
Port, with a lump of fugar in every 
glafs. The ftrongeft liquors, and in 
very large quantities, produced no 
other effect on him than moderate ex- 
hiliration. Once, and but once, he is 
known to have had his dofe ; a circum- 
ftance which he himfelf difcovered, on 
finding one of his fefquipedalian words 
hang fire.—He then ftarted up, and 
gravely obferved, ‘* I think it. time 
we fhould go to bed.”—After a ten 
years forbearance of every fluid, except 
tea and fherbet, “* I drank (faid he) 
one glafs of wine to the health of Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds, on the evening of 
the day on which he was knighted. I 
never fwallowed another drop till old 
Madeira was prefcribed to me as a cor- 
dial during my prefent indifpofition; 
but this liquor did not relifh as for- 
merly, and | therefore difcontinued it.” 

Every change, however, in his ha- 
bits, had invariable reference to that 
infanity which, from his two-and- 
twentieth year, he had taught himfelf 
to apprehend. Whether he had once 
fuffered from a temporary alienation of 
mind, or expected it only in confe- 
quence of fome obfcure warning he 
fuppofed himfelf to have received, will 
always remain a fecret. ‘To difpel the 
gloom that fo conftantly oppreffed him, 
he had originally recourfe to wine. 
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Afterwards, he fufpected danger from 
it: ‘* For (faid he) what ferments the 
{pirits may alfo derange the intelletts 
and the means employed to countera 
dejeCtion may haften the approach of 
madnefs. Even fixed, fubftantjal me- 
lancholy is preferable to a ftate in 
which we can neither amend the: fu- 
ture, nor follicit mercy for the paft.”” 
Impreffed as he was with fuch ideas, 
oa precaution he could adopt ap- 
bags hazardous in its turn. Even 
is favourite, tea, had been gradually 
drank by him in reduced quantities, 
and at laft was totally laid afide. Milk 
became its fubftitute, and he looked 
forward to the fpring, when he ex- 
pected his new beverage would prove 
yet more falutary. ‘‘ hin) (fays he) 
I fhall conclude with what I ought to 
have begun. Milk was defigned for 
our nutriment.. Tea, and fimilar po- 
tations, are all adfcititious.” 

At laft perhaps his death was acce- 
lerated by his own imprudence. If 
“ a little learning is a dangerous thing” 
on any fpeculative fabjedt, it is emi- 
nently more fo in the practical {cience 
of payne Johnfon was too frequent- 
ly his own patient. In Oétober, juft 
before he came to London, he had 
taken an unufual dofe of fquills, but 
without effect. He fwallowed the 
fame quantity on his arrival here, and 
it produced a moft violent operation. 
He did not, as he afterwards confeffed, 
reflect on the difference between the 
perifhed and inefficacious vegetable he 
found in the country, and the frefh and 
potent one of the fame kind he was 
fure to meet with in town, ‘* You 
find me at prefent (fays he) fufferi 
from a prefcription of my own. Wheit 
I am recovered from its confequences, ~ 
and not tillthen, I fhall know the true 
ftate of my natural malady.” From 
this period, he took no medicine with; 
out the approbation of Heberden. — 
What follows is known by all, and by 
all lamented—ere now, perhaps—even 
by the prebends of Weftminiter. 





LETTER X, 


SiR, 
MR. TYERS, author of the Bio- 
gtaphical Sketch of Jobnfon’s Life, in 


the Gentleman’s Magazine, informs us | 
that the Doctor ** faw better with one 
Lia eye 
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eye than the other,” but forbears to 
account for this unequal ability in his 
organs of fight. I beg leave, there- 
fore, at once to fupply our rhapfoditt’s 
deficience, and confirm his valuable 
anecdote, by affuring him his late 
friend Dr, Johnfon had, for . many 
years, loft one of his eyes, and confe- 
quently could only fee with its com- 
panion. He himfelf did not recolleé 
the exact period when he became ac- 
quainted with this vifual defect, which 
(as it happened through no extemal 





violence) might, for fome time, have 
efcaped Hine, own obfervation. 
When one eye, however, is extin- 
guifhed, the other may be regarded as 
its heir at law, inheriting the powers 
of a departed relation—xxus Jefe armat 
utroque. ‘This {crap from Strada is not 
much to the purpofe, but Mr. Tyers 
loves a quotation, and therefore, till 
I had introduced one, I could not pre- 
vail on myfelf to affure you, Mr. Kdi- 
tor, thatl am - ' 
Your moft humble fervant, &c. 


Z. 
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HE Chevalier Landriani has dif- 

covered a new and ufeful method 
of fettling the fixed points of thermo- 
meters, "The freezing point is not 
fubjeét to any variation; becaufe wa- 
ter which is in the a& of freezing or 
of thawing remains at 32 deg. of Fah- 
renheit’s ataceas during the whole 
time employed to reduce it either to a 
folid or fluid ftate. This is not the 
cafe with the boiling water point or 
212 deg. of Fahrenheit’s thermometer. 
‘The preffure of the atmofphere occa- 
fions a confiderable variation in the 
heat of water in a ftate of ebullition; 
the ebullition and the maximum of 
heat taking place at a lower tempera- 
ture when the weight of the atmo- 
fpere is lighter than when it is heavier, 
M. aa ropofal is to make 
ufe of fubjects which congeal at much 
higher degrees of heat than water, in 
A to afcertain another point of 
congelation, that fhall be at a confi- 
derable or fufficient diftance from the 
point of congelation in water; fulphur 
may probably anfwer this purpofe if 
the flowers be ufed; and no more heat 
applied than is fufficient merely to 
bring it into a ftate of fluidity, 

e following extract from the Ita- 
lian of M, rk = er may ferve to ex- 
plain his ideas: —** By repeatedly re- 
newing my obfervations on metallic 
compofitions fufible in boiling water, 
I was led to the idea of maleing ufe of 
them for the purpofe of fixing the de- 
gree of heat of boiling water on ther- 
mometers, -For it is not always pof- 
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fible even on the fame fpot or place 
to fix the boiling point on thermome- 
ters, without making ufe of a tedious 
calculation, becaufe the heat of the 
water, as is well known, varies accord- 
ing to the weight of air that compreffes 
it. Now there can be no doubt but a 
{mall crucible, or any other veffel filled 
with any metallic compofition, fufible 


at the 80th degree of Reaumur’s fcale, | 


might ferve to determine the heat or 
the point of boiling water on all kinds 
of thermometers. Let a thermometer, 
for example, be immerged in a metallic 
compofition, whofe degree of heat ex- 
ceeds that requifite to render it fluid, 
it will ceafe to defcend at the initant 
the metal becomes folid, and will re- 
main ftationary at that point for fome 
time. All that is required, therefore, 
is to procure a metallic compofition 
that will lofe its folidity at the 8oth 
degree, and to immerge the thermome- 


ter therein that we propofe to graduate: * 


for as foon as we perceive that the mer- 
cury is in fome meafure ftationary, and 
that the compofition.takes a folid form, 
it will be a certain criterion that the 
mercury in the thermometer is heated 
to 80 degrees; that is to fay, a heat 


equal to what it would have acquired 


if immerged in boiling water.” 

On this occafion, though M. Lan- 
driani is intitled to all. the merit of 
originality for his ufeful propofition; 
yet a refpect for truth obliges us to 
obferve, that the upper fixed point of 
Sir Ifaac Newton's linfeed oil thermo- 
meter was fettled by detaining the bulb 

in 
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in melted tin till it began to con- 
geal. 


M. Fontana has conftruéted thermo- 
meters of great utility in meafuring 
the temperature of fluids. Their bulbs 
are fo {mall as not to exceed one-tenth 
of an inch in diameter, though the 
tube may even exceed ten inches in 
length. On account of the fmall mafs 
of thefe thermometers they almoft in- 
ftantancoufly acquire the temperature 
of the liquor into which they are im- 
merged, and as quickly lofe it when 
taken out. ‘The peculiar part of his 
method of conftructing thefe inftru- 
ments confifts in taking a tube of a very 
fine capillary bore, fealing it herme- 
tically at both ends, and grinding away 
nearly half its thicknels. This flat 
furface is to be polifhed, and ferves to 
receive the graduations, whichare drawn 
and marked with the fine point of a 
diamond. ‘The other part of the fur- 
face of the tube muft be deprived of 
its polifh, in order that the bine capil- 
lary cylinder of mercury may be ren- 
dered more confpicuous and difcerni- 
ble. In this cafe, the cavity of the 
tube being at a very fmall diftance 
from the flat furface produced by grind- 
ing, there is little or no parallax oc- 
cafioned by the thicknefs and refractive 
power of the glafs interpofed between 
the line of divifion and the column of 
mercury. It is unneceflary to defcribe 
the method of blowing the bulb, and 
filling the thermometer, fince thefe are 
well known to philofophers and artifts. 


The philofophical world have great 
reafon to hope that the contefted and 
important queftion concerning the ex- 
iftence of phlogifton will either be de- 
cided or very much elucidated by Mr. 
Kirwan, who is at prefent bufied on 
that fubje&t. It is unneceffary for us 
to obferve that this gentleman, in, ad- 
dition to the original mental powers 
and acquifitions he poffeffes, is undoubt- 
edly more intimately acquainted with 
the prefent ftate of chemiftry, and that 
immenfe mafs of faéts, which is fcat- 
tered in a great variety of works in 
all languages, than any other philofo- 
pher in England, or perhaps in Europe, 
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M. Moyroud, in the year 1782, 
having prefented to the minifter of the 
finances in France, a memoir, in which 
he afferts himfelf to be in poffeffion of 
a particylar procefs, by which, in the 
fabrication of the natural fteel of Dau- 
phiny, above a fourth part of the con- 
fumption of coal, and as great a por- 
tion of time, might be faved, without 
being of the leait detriment to the 
quality of the fteel; this procefs ap- 
peared to deferve attention. M. Bi- 
nelly, engineer, and M. Jars, infpec- 
tor-general of the mines, were there- 
fore appointed to affift M. Moyroud in 
the trials he offered to make before 
them, which were performed to their 
fatisfa€tion, and proved that the ad- 
vantages to be derived from this pro- 
cefs were really fuch as M. Moyroud 
had afferted. | 

After the reports of Meff. Binelli 
and Jars were made, a reward was 
granted to M. Moyroud, on condition 
of his publifhing the procefs, that 
every manufacturer of fteel might reap 
the advantage of this difcovery, by 
working it in the manner made ufe 
of in Dauphiny. 

In the ordinary manipulation, as 
foon as they have taken the melted 
mafs out of the melting pot in the 
furnace, they hammer it and fuffer it 
to cool before they carry it to tlie re- 
fining furnace. 

M. Moyroud’s procefs fimply con- 
fifts in taking advantage of the heat 
the mafs of fteel is yet penetrated with, 
after it has been taken out of the 
melting pot and undergone the effect 
of the hammer, to refine it immediate- 
ly, while hot, and extend it into 

lates or bars under another hammer- 
ing. By thus —. the advantage of 
the heat the mafs had acquired in the 
firft furnace, he faves the coals and the 
time which neceflarily muft have been 
taken up to reftore the due degree of 
heat they had ufelefsly loft. But it 
muift be obferved, to obtain this ad- 
vantage, that it is indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary to have two forges and two 
anvils in the manufactory. 


Mr. Nicholfon has contrived a new 
inftrument, by means of which the plus 
and 
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and minus eleétricities, when ftrong 


enough to give the fpark, are inftantly 
pana ysis from each other. This 
may be of great advantage to philo- 
‘ fophers whofe attention is directed to 
the obfervation of the phenomena of 
. thunder clouds. It is well known 
how fallacious the form of the lumi- 
nous appearance at the extremity of a 
metallic point is, when made ufe of 
for this purpofe; and the celebrated 
Bececaria, in his numerous obfervations, 
was under the neceflity of ufing a lon 
palteboard tube, in which was ee 
two metallic points, whofe intervals 
were the difcontinuation of his con- 
ductor. The long tube was abfolute- 
ly neceflary to enable him to obferve 
the figure of electric luminous bruth 
with fafety by day-light. Mr. Ni- 
cholfon’s invention confifls in a metal- 
he ball with which the fpark is to be 
follicited, By means of a fcrew, a fine 
fteel point is made to projeft about 
one thirtieth part of an inch, or lefs, 
as may be found moft convenient, be- 
yond the polifhed furface of the ball, 
through a very {mall hole. This point 
is prefented to the eleétrized body. 
If the eleétricity be plus no {park will 
be drawn, but.it will pafs to the point 
in filence, as ufual; but, if the eleétri- 
city. be minus, the uninfulated ball 
will give denfe and long fparks to the 
elecinfed body. 

We are informed that the fame gen- 
tleman, fome. time ago, explained to 
a re{peCtable fociety in London, a new 
method for experimentally finding the 
quantity of terreftrial refra¢tion, which 
is the principal impediment to the ac- 
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curate trigonometrical menfurations of 
the height of mountains. His method 
is trigonometrical, but we do not hear 
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that he has yet communicated to the 
public any memoir on the fubject. 


The attention of the philofophical 
world is much excited by fome expe- 
riments lately made by Dr. George 
Fordyce and Dr. Crawford. With a 
pair of f{cales capable of exhibiting the 
three thoufandth part of a grain, the 
quantity of about two ounces of water 
in a glafs veffel, hermetically fealed, 
was weighed. The water was then 
frozen, care being taken to make the 
furface of the glafs perfectly clean. Its 
weight when frozen was one fixteenth 
of a grain more than when fluid. The 
temperature both of the ice and the 
water was conftantly 32°, and there- 
fore the condenfation of vapour that 
might be or to take place on 
the glafs muit have been alike in both 
cafes. Befides which, the experiment 
has been frequently repeated as well 
when the temperature of the room was 
below as when above 32°. And it is 
to be prefumed that no condenfation 
could take place when the air itfelf 
was colder than the glafs veffel. 

From thefe experiments it fhould 
feem either that the matter of heat is 
pofeficd of pofitive levity, or that it 
is only the privation of the matter of 
cold; or, laitly, if heat and cold be 
mere modifications, it appears that heat 
is a modification which not only coun- 
teracts and deftroys the effects of the 


cohefive attraction, but even thofe of 
gravity. 





> amet 
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ODE tro METASTASIO. 
From the Italian. By a-poor MONK. 


RN O and Adria with delight 
: Corfefs the fcenic lays, 
‘That o’er each fpectacle of night 
Exalt the bufkin’s praife. 


‘Through golden mufick’s powerful art 
Love unrefifted reigns, 

When Metattafio thrills the heart 
W ith foul-enchanting ftrains. 


# A French compofer. 


O, Metaftafio! heavenly bard! 
The drama’s lord confeft, 

While tafte thall claim a dear regard 
In every gentle breaft. 


Sweet harmony! Italia’s boaft! 
Thy poet’s name revere, 
Who calls from Heaven th’ angelic hoft 
Thy rapturous founds to hear. 
Rameau * with philofophic art 
The tuneful note eflays; 
In vain—when all untouch’d the heart 
Withholds her pureft praife. 
Thou 
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Thou, Naturé, never would’ft prefide 
When he with fruitlefs care, 

Hias oft to thee his ftrains apply’d, 
For, ah! thou were not there ! 


But thou wert prefent whilft infpir’d 
With fcenes, by Heav’n impreft, 

Th’ Otympiad all the genius fir’d 
Of Pergolefi’s * breait. 


My lov’d Olympiad! oft in thee, 
How oft, alas! renew’d, 

The image of my heart I fee; 
This heart with woe fubdu’d! 


The fun when funk beneath the hill, 
Leaves me with thee to weep, 

With thee he finds me weeping itill, 
When he forfakes the deep. 


What tribute can be paid by me, 
In humble life conceal’d? 

Can I an equal praife to thee 
(Great Nature’s painter!) yield? 


Thou fhedit the neCtar of delight 
That all my foul infpires, 

Thy muie¢, when the extends her flight, 
Adds wing to my delires, 


Can I to celebrate thy name 
This hand untutor’d truit ; 
And like another Pigal + frame 

For thee the breathing butt? 


Here, on the left, by Arbia’s fide, 
Arbia that gently leads 

With murm’ring found his flender tide 
Along the Roman meads, 


A graffy hillock rifes fair, 
Begirt with filent bowers, 

A dwelling oft to fhield from care 
The poet’s penfive hours. 


Thus Horace in the Sabine grove 
Attun’d his amorous lyre, 

Ani fung, for Lalage, his love, 
The queen of his defire. 


The juniper and laurel here, 
By Phebus ever tam’d, 

A verdant altar grace, which near 
My pious hand has fram’d. 


For every wondrous work of thine, 
With endlets glory crown’d, 

A chofen garland fee me twine 
And hang the trophies round. 


Where fair engrav’d the happy few 
The pleas’d attention claim, 
Reculus, Artaxerxes view, 
Titus and Dido’s name. 


But where th’ Olympiad holds a place 
Upon the cedar’s rind, 

There thrice I Metattafio trace, 
And there three garlands bind. 


And thrice each day my votive lays 
Th’ ingenuous notes prolong, 

A ruitie prieft that dares to raife 
Yo thee the ruftic fong ! 


* An Italian compofer, 
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And thrice each day the claffic thade 
I deck with fragrant flowers ; 

Spare thefe, ye winds! they’re facred made 
By him my foul adores! 


What {weet delirium fires my brain!” 
O, no—his voice réplies, 

In oracles, whofe welcome firain 
Approves my facrifice. 

Who knows (though canker’d envy {well 
With venom’d rage encreas’d) 

But future times to all may tell 
The altar and the prieit! 





ON LOVE. 
LL hail! thou tyrant Love, whofe power 


controuls 
‘The fecret will and paffions of our fouls. 

Love is a fecret motion of the mind, 
To certain objects, where it hopes to tind 
Both reft and fatisfaction. Every breait 
By love predominant is ftill — 
That o’er our other paffions hath a fway 
And the beloved object we obey. 

This Love, we perfect or imperfect find 

As is the obje¢t which attracts our mind. 

The heart, that’s fix’d on objects vile and bafe, 
Brings on itfelf difhonour and difgrace. 2 
And he, whofe heart is fix’d on things fublim’& 
Thus may acquire an elevated mind. 

Love raifes in our minds an ufeful thought 
Of that beloved objet, which hath caught 
Our very fouls. This objeé then employs 
Our fecret thoughts; our peace it then deitroys. 
In dreams by night it then difturbs our fleep, 
And from our thoughts by day we can’t it keep. 

A lover’s mind is like a ftormy fea 
That’s in perpetual motion; and we fee 
The foul is feiz’d by love, as is the blood 
By agues; firfta fhiv’ring, then a flood 
Of burning heat: fo love will always fhow 
Of fear and hope, perpetual ebb and flow. 

In Love, the hero’s courage we may view, 
The woman’s fears, the madman’s folly too; 
And at firft fight, we equally may fee 
Tis raging madnefs, then neceffity. 

It is nowjoy, then grief—now hopes, then fears, 
And all that’s ferious, calm, and fierce appears. 
*Tis Love infpires the eloquence of men, 

And Love it is infpires the poet’s pen. 

Hope is the lover’s refuge, and he’ll find, 
That one kind look will eafe his tortur’d mind. 
His down-caft heart ne’er knew a found fo fweet, 
His heavy ears ne’er heard fuch concords meet. 
Not all the founds of martial mufic, join’d 
In concert with the warbling birds and wind, 
And murm’ring waters, that through vallies glide 
With all the pow’rs of vocal charms befide, 
Could in hisfoul fuch pleafing Ss Move, 
As when his dear Lowifa faid, ** I love.’’ 

Soon as a foul is feiz’d by Love, ’twill know, 
*Tis tweet, ’tis bitter, rapid ’tis, and flow, 
Famine or time may well perform a cure, 

But if not, and the flame you can’tendure, 
Go hang thyfeli—a remedy that’s fure. 
Great is its influence, boundlefs is its reign, 
Nought can its actions check, or will reitrain. 


The 
+ A French {culptor. 
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The winged infe&ts, and the reptile tribe, 

The finny race that in the waters glide, 

The fhaggy beatts, and rangers of the air, 

Can well its influence tell and pow’r declare. 

The air, the fea, the earth, and flow’ry plainy 

Extend its uncontrol’d and boundlefs reign, 

In a defencelefs and unarmed ftate 

It braves the world, and rules both fmall and great. 

The wife, the prudent, and the virtuous breatt, 

Th’ imprudent and unwife it hath poffett. 

With all our arts we cannot fhun the ftroke, 

We mutt fubmit unto its heavy yoke. 

The naufeous draught of life we can’t drink down 

Unlefs this drop, this cordial drop is thrown 

Into our cup: and then we know 

It fmoothe the edge of all our {marting woe. 
Maidfione, March 9, 1785. 





An ADDRESS to Mifs WINNE, of 
Plymouth. 


iy the gay room, where in affemblage bright 
The focial Graces and the Loves unite, 
Such as once fill’d Jove’s court, as poets fung, 
With founds of joy when high Olympus rung, 
Where Juno with a mien majeftic charm’d, 
And fmiling Venus every bofom warm’d; 
While Cupid fported, Phebus tun’d the lyre, 
And all the Mufes join’d the fprightly choir; 


See where Winne comes, fair as the Cyprian. 


ueen 

On Ida’s lofty hill, by Paris feen, 

When on her form the fhepherd fix’d his eyes, 
And the all-conquering gain’d the golden prize. 
‘Three goddetfes did then in war engage, 

Dire in the war of beauty was their rage; 

More generous females grace our modern days, 
They only here contend who moft thall praife. 
The faireit inthe throng, where all are fair, 
Freely thy worth, refplendent nymph, declare 
Thy elegance of form, and charm of face, 

‘Thy manners dignified, and artlefs grace, 
When in the courtly minuet you advance,. 

Or form the movements of the fwifter dance, 
Light as young fancy, or the fun’s gay beam 
That gilds the mountain’s top, or dances on the 

ftream. 
Thro’ all the maze of life, where’er you bend 
Your fteps, may harmony and joy attend; 
And when pale Death fhall—itart not, gentle 
maid, 

For Death will come, and that fine form will fade, 
Late be the hour—and gentle be the dart— 
And may thy guardian genius ne’er depart; 
‘Spreading his filver wings, divinely bright, 

May he then bear thee thro’ the fields of light; 
On golden clouds thou fhait immortal rife, 

And reign for ever blooming in the fkies. 

AN OLD CORRSSPONDENT. 





LIN ES§$ 
By Mrs. YEARSLEY, the celebrated Milk- 
Woman of Ciirton. 

To STELLA, ox avifit toMrs. MONTAGUE. 

NEQUAL, loft to th’ afpiring claim, 

I neither own nor afk the immortal name 

Of friend—oh, na, its ardours are too great, 
My foul too narrow, andtoo low my flaie; 


Stella foar on (to nobler objeéts true) 
Pour out your foul with your lov’d Montague. 
But, ah! thould either have a thought to {pare, 
Slight, trivial, neither worth a fmile nor tear, 
Let it be mine—when glowing raptures rife, 
And each afpiring feeks her native tkies, 
When fancy wakes the foul to extacy, 
And the wrapt mind is fir’d with Deity, 
Quick let me from the hallow’d fpot retire, 

en facred genius lights his awful fire : 
Yet thall your bounty warm my feeble ftate, 
With chearful luftre gild my gloomy fate ; 
In that lone hour, when angry ftorms defcend, 
And the chill’d foul forgets the name of friend, 
When all her fprightly res neglected lie, 
And gloomy obje¢ts fill the mental eye; 
When hoary Winter ftrides the northern blaft, 
And Flora’s beauties at his feet are catt; 
Earth by the grifly tyrant defert made, 
The feather’d warblers quit the feather’d thade, 
Quit thofe dear fcenes where life and love began, 
And cheerlefs feek the favage haunt of man; 
‘Then fhall your image foothe my penfive foul, 
When flow-pac’d moments big with mifchief roll; 
Then fhall I, eager, wait your wifh’d return 
From ¥ bright fairwho decks a Shak/peare’s urn 
With deathlets glories, ev’ry ardent pray’r 
Which gratitude can waft from fouls fincere, 
Each glad return togen’rous beauty due, 
Shall warm my heart for thee and Montague. 
Bleft pair!—O had not fouls like your’s been 

given, 

The dubious Atheift well might doubt a heaven : 
Convine’d, he now deferts his gloomy ftand, 
Owns mind the greateft proof of a creating hand. 
Galen’s converfion, by externals wrought, 
Dropp’d far beneath fublimity of thought ; 
But could he thofe exalted virtues find, 
Which form and actuate your gentie mind, 
How would the Heathen, ftruck with bleft furprife, 
Atoms deny, while /pirit fill’d his eyes! 





THE MISLETOE AND THE PASSION. 
FLOWER. 


A FABLE. By Mr. LANGHORN. 


[* this dim cave a druid fleeps, 
Where ttops the paffing gale to moan; 
The rock he hallow’d o’er him weeps, 
And cold drops wear the fretted ftone. 


In this dim cave, of different creed, 
An hermit’s holy afhes reft: 

The fchool-boy finds the frequent bead, 
Which many a formal matin bleft. 


That truant-time full well I know, 
When here I brought, in ftolen hour, 
The druid’s magic mifletoe, 
The holy hermit’s p@fion-flower. 


The offerings on the mayftic ftone 
Penfive I Jaid, in thought profound, 

When from the cave a deepening groan 
Iffued, and froze me to the ground. 


I hear it ftill—Doft thou not hear ? 
Does not thy haunted fancy ttart? 
The found {till vibrates thro’ mine ear— 

The horror rufhes ou my heart, 


Valike 
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Unlike to living founds it came, 
Unmix’d, unmelodiz’d with breath; 

But, grinding thro’ fome fcrannel frame, 


Creak’d from the bony lungs of death. 


I hear it ftill—** Depart,’’ it cries; 

‘¢ No tribute bear to fhades unbleft: 
Know, here a bloody druid lies, 

Who was not nurs’d at Nature’s breaft,. 


Affociate he with demons dire, 
O’er human victims held the knife, 
And pleas’d to fee the babe expire, 
Smil’d grimly o’er its quivering life. 


Behold his crimfon-ftreaming hand 
Ere&t!—his dark, fix’d, murderous eye!’’ 
In the dim cave I faw him ftand; 
And my heart died—I felt it die. 


I fee him ftill—Dott thou not fee 

The haggard eye-ball’s hollow glare? 
And gleams of wild ferocity 

Dart thro’ the fable fhade of hair? 


What meagre form behind him moves, 
With eye that rues th’ invading day; 

And wrinkled afpect wan, that proves 
The mind to pale remorfe a prey? 


What wretched—Hark !—the voice replies, 
‘¢ Boy, bear thefe idle honours hence! 
For here a guilty hermit lies, 
Untrue to nature, virtue, fenfe. 


Tho’ Nature lent him powers to aid 
The moral caufe, the mutual weal: 
Thofe powers he funk in this dim fhade, 
The defperate fuicide of zeal. 


Go, teach the drone of faintly haunts, 
Whofe cell’s the fepulchre of time 5 

Tho’ many a holy hymn he chaunts, 
His lite is one continued crime. 


And bear from hence the plant, the flower; 
No fymbols thofe of fyitems vain! 

They have the duties of their hour— 
Some bird, fome infect to fuftain.’? 





ODE TO MEMORY. 
HERE doit thou, Memory, thy feat 


maintain ? 
In what receiles of the brain? 
What corner of the mind? 
Amazing faculty! In vain we try, 
in vain our mental pow’rs apply, 
‘Thy wond’rous fource to find. 


By thee we call paft fcenes again to view, 
By thee they’re acted o’er anew 
Within th’ attentive mind: 
There, in progreffive order rang’d, we fee 
The traces ttrong, which Memory 
Of faéts has left behind. 


Without the aid which we receive rrom thee 
How fhort-liv’d would the plealures be 
Which moft our fancy fire! 


Like bubbles floating on the filver ftream, 
As tranfient as a midnight dream, 
As fuddenly expire. 
Thy faithful records long imprets’d retain 
The feafe of pleafure, and of pain, 
Lonp. Mac. Apu 1785. 
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When pain or pleafure’s o’er: 

To thee how many comforts do we owe! i | 
Without thee love and friendfhip too i 
Would give delight no more ! h | 





When ev’ry prefent object fails to pleafe, 
We recollect the hours of eafe, 
When pleafure did abound: 
Thus we can trace the beauties of the fpring, 
And to our minds its fragrance bring, 
When winter reigns around. 


By thee alone all knowledge we attain; 
Without thee our pretence is vain 
To learning’s facred lore: 
Thy aid invigorates the poet’s lay, 
Without thy ftrong retentive ray 
Vain his attempts to foar. 


In vain fair fcience fpreads her ample ftore, 
Turning initructive volumes o’er, 
With modern learning fraught : 
Though all avtiquity holds forth to view 
Be reprefented to us too, 
Tt will avail us nought. 


E’en Tully’s eloquence in vain would charm, 
Or Piato’s heavenly wifdom warm, 
If traces none remain 
Of what we read, or what attentive hear: 
The mind a defert muft appear 
Where Mem’ry does not reign. 


O, Pow’r Supreme! from whom alone mankind 
Derive this faculty of mind, 
Vouchfafe to hear my prayer: 
All bad impreifions from my breaft remove, 
Nor aught but what thou doft approve 
Be ever treafur’d there. 
CLASSICUS. 
Teddington, Feb. 17, 1785. 





VERSE § 
Written the 30th of March, 1734. 


O! Winter ftill obfcures the chearful day, 
And with his ruffian blafts affrights the 
fpring! i | 
No fprightly notes are warbled from the fpray ; M 
Scarce e’en the red-breaft now attempts to fing! 


Untimely fnows again deform the fields, il 
Nature again a wintry garment wears, 

To cold and ttorm the lovely feafon yields, 
Nor one bold plant its tender ftalk uprears ! 


With anxious look we caft our eyes around, | 
No leaves, no flow’rs, no blofioms we defery : in 
No fpringing grafs now carpets o’er the ground, 1 
But dead the vegetable kingdoms lie! Hi 


Yet ftill beyond thefe gloomy profpects we, 
Led on by hope, that foother of the mind, 
Reviving Nature foon expect to fee, 
And all her vernal charms once more to find. 
So when the clouds of black misfortune rife, 
And unforefeen diftrefs the breaft affails, : 
Should we look forward to ferener fkies, iW} 
And cherifh hope of mpre propitious gales. \ 
CLASSICUS. 


ed 


Teddington, March 12, 1785. 
M m 
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WINTER. An ODE. 
By the late Dr. SAMUEL FOHNSON. 
O more the morn, with tepid rays, 
Unfolds the flow’r of various hue; 
Noon fpreads no more the genial blaze, 
Nor gentle eve diftills the dew. 
The ling’ring hours prolong the night, 
Ufurping darknefs hares the day; 
Her mitts reftrain the force of light, 
And Phebus holds a doubtful fway. 
By gloomy twilight half reveal’d 
With fighs we view the hoary hill, 
The leaflels wood, the naked field, 
The {now-topp’d cot, the frozen rill. 
No mufic warbles through the grove, 
No vivid culours paint the plain ; 
No more with devious fteps I rove 
Through verdant paths now fought in vain. 
Aloud the driving tempeft roars; 
Congeal’d, impetuous fhowers defcend ; 
Hafte !—clofe the window—bar the doors; 
Fate leaves me Stella and a friend. 
In Nature's aid, let art fupply 
With light and heat my little fphere : 
Roufe, roufe the fire, pile it high ; 
Light up a conftellation here. 
Let mufic found the voice of jov, 
Or mirth repeat the jocund tale; 
Let Love his wanton wiles employ, 
And o’er the feafon wine prevail. 
Yet Time his dreary winter brings, 
When mirth’s gay tale thall pleafe no more ; 
Nor mutfic charm, though Stella fings ; 
Nor love, nor wine, the {pring rettore. 
Catch then, O catch, the tranfient hour: 
improve each moment as it flies: 
Life’s a {hort fummer—man a flower! 
He dies!— Alas! how foon he dies! 





EPITAPH o# Dr. JOHNSON. 
E vain, licentious wits! your diftance keep, 
And, if you never wept, now learn to weep. 
Learning hath loft her prop in Johnfon’s end, 
Virtue her boatt, and Piety her friend. 
Prefume not to this fhrine too near to draw, 
Or, it youdare approach, approach with awe. 
The f{cythe of time hall canker o’er with ruit, 
Lofe its keen edge, and {plinter into duft; 
Himfeli, too, ficken, and in anguith pine, 
Ere hethall gain a harveft fo divine. 
But tho’ thy form be fnatch’d trom mortal eye, 
Johnton! thy {potlefs fame fhall never die. 
Cios’d as thou art in Death’s eternal cave, 
‘hy work ihall live, and bloffom from the grave. 
W. WOTY. 
Liughborough, Leicefterfbire, 
Dec. 20, 1784. 





On the Death of Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

gs aim’d ¥ blow—** the cruel arrow fped;”” 
And Johnton now lies number’d with ¥ dead. 

Shall Ll not drop one melancholy tear 
Qn his lamented, his much-honour'd bier? 
tis merit claims the elegiac lay ; 
‘That tribute here the willing mufes pay. 
Retign’d he fell—his purr, his claffick page 
Will furnith precepts for a future age : 
Lnftruétive lefons to the human heart 
His Moral 2f//uys ever mutt impart. 


Improv’d, O great philologer, by thee 

The Englith language to poiterity 

Shall attic phrafe and well turn’d periods fhow, 

With all the graces that from taite can flow. 

Thy nervous ftyle, fo beautifully ftrong, 

Shall be the ftandard of thy native tongue. 

But though thy learning juftly rais’d thy name, 

And fhall hereafter ftill increafe thy fame, 

Yet did thy life thy lit’rature excell, 

And added force to what was taught fo well. 

Thy writings recommend religion’s caufe, 

And thy whole life was govern’d by her laws. 
CLASSICUS, 

Teddington, Fan. 13, 1785. 





S ON G. 
Written by GEORGE COLMAN, Efz. 
F life is a bubble, and breaks with a glats, 
You mutt tofs off your wine, if you’d with it 
to laft ; 
For the bubble may well be deftroyed with a puff, 
If *tis not kept floating in liquor enough. 
If life is a flower, as philofophers fay, 
Tis a very good thing underftood the nght way; 
For if life is a flower, any blockhead can tell, 
If you’d have it look frefh, you muft moiften it 
well. 


This life is no more than a journey ’tis faid, 
Where ¢ roads for moft part are confoundedly bad; 
So let wine be ourfpurs, and all trav’lers willown, 
That whatever the roads, we jog merrily on. 
This world to a theatre liken’d has been, 
Where each man around hasa part in the fcene; 
*Tis our part to be drunk, and ’tis matter of fact, 
That ¥ more you all drink, boys, } better you act. 


This life is a dream, in which many will weep, 
Who have ftrange filly fancies, and cry ia their 
fleep ; [be faid, 
But of us, when we wake from cur dream, ’twiil 
That the tears of ¥ tankard were all thatwe thed. 


—— EOS? LETTE T ste -- 
EPITAPH cx a favourite HORSE. 
HOUGH long untrodden on poetic ground, 

On me no Pegafean duit is found; 
Your kind affittance, gentle Mufes, lend, 
To pay this tribute to a parted friend: 
Let no rough trotting lines my theme difgrace, 
But {moothly canter in harmonious pace. 
Sorrel! deceas’d demands my grateful lay, 
The willing Sorrell to his latett day. 
Upright he yogg’d thro’ life’s myfterious round, 
In temper gentle, conftitution found. 
Stranger to vice, no guilty fart he knew, 
Excell’d by none, and equail’d but by few. 
Wheilier the full portmanteau to futtain, 
Or proudly gallop o’er th’ extended plain; 
To {moxe the foremoft in the eager chare, 
Or thine unrival’d in the unequal race ; 
Sorrell in each two grateful lords obey’d, 
Who lov’d him living, and lament hum Jead. 


MILES. 





EXTEMPORE, 

Written in a blank leaf of the Beauties of Johnfor. 
i ae fets of beauties, ttrew’d as thick, 
Might thefe thy pilferers tind ; 

Firft, let them publith thofe they pick, 
—Then, thoie they leave behind. 
M. Z. 
MATHEMATICS, 
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MATHEMATICS. 


ANSWERS TO MATHEMATICAL QUESTIONS, 
80. QUESTION (I. Dec.) not anfwered. 


81. QuesTION (II. Dec.) anfwered by the propofer. 
ET Sreprefent the fun, E the earth, and A 
M the planet in its orbit AMMB. Draw 
SM and EM, and produce the latter to e; then 
I fay that the part of the enlightened difk of an 
inferior planet which can be feen from the earth 
will always be as the verfed fine of the angle 
SMe; that is, as the verfed fine of the fupple- 
ment of the angle contained between lines drawn S 
from the planet to the earth and fun. For ae 
being drawn perpendicular to SM, dd to EM, 
and arto bd; it is manifeft that abe will be the 
enlightened difk of the planet, ad that portion 
of it which ts vifible to a fpeétator on the earth 
at E; and ér, which is the verfed fine of the 
arc ba, will be the apparent breadth of it. But 
br is the verfed fine of the arch ba, which is B 
equal to xe, the meafure of the exterior angle 
SMe, of the triangle SME, becaule aMS, and 
bMe are both right angles. Now it is demon- 
{trated by the writers on men{uration, that the 
areas of fuch duzule as form the vilible parts of 
the enlightened difks of the planets are as the 
rectangles contained by the greateft breadths of 
them and the diameters of the {fpheres on which 
they are formed: but, in this cafe, the diameter E 
of the planet being a conftant quantity, the areas will be as their greate% apparent 
breadth; that is, as the verfed fines br of the angle SMe, which, according to 
ME+MS+8SExXME+MS5—SE 
2MSx ME 
fore, a—SE, b=SM, and x=EM, =teteee will be as the illuminated 
part of the planet feen from the earth. But the intenfity of the light of any lumi- 
nous obje& is direétly as the illuminated furface, and inverfely as the {quare of its 


x+6+axx+hb~a 
ride x 10: es is conftantly 
x* 

















trigonometrical writers 1s equal to . Putting, there- 








diftance from the fpe€tator; confequently, 





2bx 
as the intenfity of the light of mercury, which will be greateft when —2bx4i— 
8b2.x3x+6a7bx*x—6b3a7x, its fluxion, is equal 0; that is, when x* +4bx = 3a* 
—3b2, and then x= V 3a*+4* —20. 

Let a be expounded by 13 then, according to Dr. Halley’s Tables, & will be 
93871; and x, or EM, =1,00058. Hence, the angle ESM, or the difference be- 
tween the heliocentric longitude of the planet and that of the earth will be 73° 
55’ 41"; whereas the fame angle, at the time of the planet’s greateft elongation 
trom the fun is only 67° 133’; Mercury is therefore brighteft between the time of 
its greatelt elongation and that of its fuperior conjunction; and its elongation at 
that time, or the angle SEM, is 22° 18/47”, 

If, inftead of Mercury, we would inquire into the fituation of the planet Venus, 
when its {plendour is greateft, the very fame equation will refolve the problem: 
for retaining a, the mean diftance of the earth from the fun, =1, that of Venus, 
by Haliey’s Table, will be .72333, for the value of 5; from whence we fhall have 
EM (x) inthis cafe, =.43036, and the angle ESM=22° 20! 57”; whereas that 
angle, at the time of the planet’s greateft elongation is 43° 40’. Confequently, 
Venus is brightelt between the time of her greateft elongation, and her izferior con- 

ii m a junction; 
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junction, contrary to what happens to the planet Mercury; agreeable to the ob- 
fervation of your ingenious correfpondent » 8 Algol, drawn, as it fhould feem, 
wholly from his obfervations. 

It :s by no means difficult to account for this phenomenon: for the variation of 
the lightin each planet being as the apparent breadth of the difk of the planet di- 
rectly, and as the fquare of its diftance from the earth inverfely ; and the variation 
arifing from the former caufe being nearly alike in both planets, while that arifing 
from the latter is much greater in Venus than it is in Mercury, on account of Venus 
altering her diftance much more, and approaching much nearer to the earth than 
Mercury does; it follows, that when the planets are moving from their fuperior 
conjunctions toward their inferior ones, the increafe of light, on account of the 
Jatter caufe, remains greater than the decreafe of light, arifing from the former, 
for a longer time in Venus than it does in Mercury; that is, until the planet gets 
farther from the place of its fuperiour conjunétion. And, on the contrary, when 
they are proceeding from their inferior conjunétion towards the fuperior one, the 
decrement of light arifing from the increafed diftance becomes fooner equal to the 


increment of it which arifes from an increafe of the enlightened difk in Venus than 
it does in Mercury. 


$2. QueEsTion (III, Dec.) anfwered by Mr. WiLL1AmM Kaye, of Wakefield. 


Let AFH and CDG be the given circles, AC 
and DF the two lines which touch both, the 
former in A and H, and the latterin Cand D; 
and let CD and AF be the two lines joining the 
points of contaét, and meeting each other in E ; 
alfo let ED meet ACin B, Becaule BD=—BC, 
the angle BCD (ACE) =the angle BDC, = 
the angle EDF, by Euc. I. 15. Allo, becaule 
AB= FB, the angle BFE = the angle BAE. 
Confequently, the triangles ACE, FDE, having 
two angles in the one refpectively equal to two 
angles in the other, each to each, thele triangles 
are fimilar, and have the fides about the equal 
angles proportional; that is, CE : AE:;DE: 
FE ; and alternately, CE: DE;; AE: FE. 


Q. E. D. 


$3. QuesTion (I. Jan.) anfwered by the pro- 
. pofer, SENEX. ; 





A 


Mr. Emerfon (to whofe characters I refer) 
makes the gravity at P the fame as at A; which, 
though the difference is very fmall, occafions a 
very confiderable error in the conclufon. His 
value of the perturbating force of S, on a parti- 
cle at D, is alfo erroneous 


(being a inftead of fy) ; 


and he has omitted the force 
of S on a particle at E, in 
the dire&tieon EC. 

Let a* be to 4? as 1 to 
s+B: then will ad be = 


—a'B —aB 


-_— 
—-_— - — =, 


a+b 2 
and the gravity at A will Q 


—_—_-_-_-_—_-- 


be to the gravity at Pas 5 to 1+ = x @ Therefore, inftead of his equation 
5 


EY jj = a we have the whole fluents of = — 3 fjy =the whole fluents of 
a 











nearly ; 
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= 1+;B X ag; and confequently B being by that equation = so, a—b (in- 











: whence, by taking the fluents, we have ga—fa* 








2 2 
ftead of being = <2) will be = — Which agrees with Mr. Maclaurin’s com- 


Seggame: and with my correction of Mr. Simpfon’s in the Lond. Mag. for January 
aft: a being = AC ; b2=CP; R=CS; p=the periodical time of the earth round 


2 
the fun in feconds; g=32.2 feet; r=3.1416; f= ar ; «=CE; y—CD; and 





2 





R lyr 2h2 }2 z 
the whole fluent of = — = ~—ae mm = — nearly. 
?* V R244 p* 6 6 
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MATHEMATICAL QUESTIONS. 


95- Question I. dy Tasso, of Briftol. 


Given the fum of the fides of a plane triangle, the difference of the fegments 
of the bafe made by the perpendicular, and the line bife¢ting the vertical angle 
and terminating in the bafe to determine the triangle? 


96. Question II. by the fame Gentleman. 


Given the diameter of a circle circumfcribing a plane triangle, the difference 


of the angles at the bafe of the triangle, and the fum of the bafe and perpen- 
dicular to determine the triangle? 


97- Question III. dy .cow 


Suppofe a plane to touch the fpheroidal figure of the earth, in a given Iati- 
tude; it is required to find the angle contained between this plane and a tangent 
drawn to any given point of the earth? 

* .* If we have miftaken this gentleman’s meaning in the alteration we have 
made in his mode of exprefling his queftion, we apprehend all our correfpon- 
dents would have been liable to have done the fame, if we had not altered it: 





they cannot miftake it now. 


Gr The anfwers to thefe queftions may be diretted (poft-paid) to Mr. 


Baldwin, in Paternofter-row, London. 














THE MISCELLANY. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 


SIR, 


yee have had of Jate fo much on 
the fubject of air in your Ma- 
gazine, that for a new writer to ftart 
on the fame grounds, would appear 
impertinent indeed, and I fhould be 
very cautious to avoid the ugly im- 
putation, if I did not think that much 
{till remains to be faid on the fubject. 
Inflammable air, we find, has 
power, not only to carry us beyond the 
clouds, but to bring our thoufands and 
ten thoufands to the plains; to en- 
danger beauty, money, and watches; 


nay, life itfelf; to make the poor 
wealthy, and fend the rich man empty 
away, to raife the brighteft eyes to 
Heaven, convert infidelity into admira- 
tion, to provoke gardeners, deftroy 
turneps, and encourage hackney-coach- 
men. All chisand much more may be 
affected by ixjlammadle air.—But is 
this the only kind of air which the 
world is interelted in? No, Sir, there 


are many other kinds which no lefs 
merit their attention, and ought to be 
more attended to, and better under- 

ftood, 
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ftood, inafmuch as they occur of- 
tener. 

There is a mufical air. ‘The powers 
of this are far greater than thofe of iz- 
flammable air. Infiammadble cir raifes 
us to the clouds; but mx/ical air raifes 
us to Heaven itfelf- inflammable air 
raifes us above our fellow creatures, 
but mufical air raifes us above our- 
felves—-—tames the roughneffes of our 
natures, plants foftnefs and gentlenefs 
in our breafs, and animates us witha 
foark of that heavenly fire which forms 
the incenfe of the eternal H allelujah. 

For my own part, indeed Mr. Editor, 
Iam a poor weak woman, and dare 
not truft myfelf with mufic beyond God 
fave the King, Corn Riggs, or the :ooth 

fal& tune; particularly in the month 
of May, when mufical air produces 
effects greatly more wonderful, though 
not quite fo vifible, as the motions “of 
an air-balloon. 

One very fingular effect of this afr 
was in Orphen recovering his wife from 
hell; a very unfafhionable experiment, 
and which i our days, does not bid 
fair to become g: eneral. Rather than 
fo, our modern “Orpheus” s would con- 
vert their harpiichords into cofixs, to 
carry their wives there. 

‘the effects of the mu/fical air are 
fometimes very pernicious. It is very 
apt to take away the breath, and we 
hear ladies at the Opera, who go up in 
this air, telling us shey expire: to be 
fure, Sir, they die martyrs in a 
geod canfe, don’t they? In former 
days, people were martyrs for r/igion’s 
fake, not the fake of a fiddle; and 
died in obedience to their coxz/erence, and 





not to the Caro mio ben of Pacchie- 
rottt. 

But I find it is the fathion to expire 
at an opera, and therefore the ladies 
muft comply, although heaven knows, 
Sir, that this expiration at an opera, is 
not juftified by any of the rules of iz- 
Spiration. 

Next, Sir, there is an haughty 
air. ‘This is an air which fills the 
heads of the ignorant, the upftart, 
rich, and the powerful. A_ balloon 
filled with this air is the moft dangerous 
of any; more people have been known 
to fall from them, than from any other 
fpecies of balloon; and this frequently, 
becaufe they happened to life the ma- 
terials of which the air was compofed, 

The affable air is compofed of in- 
gredients quite the reverfe of the 
former; a balloon made of this, lafts 
one’s life-time, and always preferves its 
original beauty, unimpaired by time. 
This air has the fingular effedt of giv- 
ing beauty to the moft ordinary coun- 
tenance, and cafting the mott beautiful 
colouring over the failings of our nature, 
There is a perfume in it fo delicate, 
that all the world are charmed with it. 
Savage rudenefs, however, cannot live 
in it; but the wife, the good, and 
indeed the bulk of mankind, find that 
it has the moft beneficial effects, 

There are many other fpecies of ar, 
which I could give you an account of, 
but, as I have taken up a good deal of 
your time, and may p erhaps be thought 
to be grzing myfelf too many airs, I con. 
clude, and am, Sir, your's, 

A Wearer oF Pr TTICOATS, 
Air-flreet , Mar. 195 1 755-6 








FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE, 


ON CARD- 


PLAYING. 


«© # fatal paflion for cards and dice feems to have overturned, nct only the 


** ambition of excellence, but the defire of pleafure.” 


Mr. Epiror, 
HE employment of time is, of all 
others, a matter of the greatett 
importance. On this depends our hap- 
inefs. ‘This raifes us to the wifet 
and the belt, or finks us down to the 
loweft and mo contemptible of our 
fpecies. Yet fuch is the folly and per- 


RAMBLER. 


verfenefs of mankind, that, inftead of 
affing thofe hours which may be fpared 
Ries the duties of their refpettive fi- 
tuations in Life, in the reciprocations 
of frien< dfhip, in liberal and manly, or 
ferious and virtuous Converfation, the “v 
too often walte them in the moft fri- 
‘ yolous, 























1785. 
volous, not to fay, pernicious, amufe- 
ments. 

I fhall confine myfelf to one, whofe 
influence is as malignant as its prattice 
is univerfal; and, to fet this in the 
ftrongeft point of view, I fhall adopt 
the manner of Za Bruyere. I frequently 
obferve with concern and follicitude 
four beings of erect form and amiable 
countenance, endowed with the power 
of reafon, able to clothe their thoughts 
in language, and to arrange them in 
fuch a manner as to improve others, as 
wellas amufe themfelves, fit for feveral 
hours together, in almoft total filence, 
placing a fet of painted papers in dif- 
ferent pofitions and combinations, with 
the appearance of the greateft attention 
to this childifh employment. ‘This is 
commonly called Card-playing. 

Other amufements tire by their re- 

etition, or difguft by their famenefs ; 
ns this enchanting diverfion is always 
agreeable. "The card-player fits down 
with a cool deliberation and wuvabated 
ardour, which might be laudably ex- 
cited on more important objects. He 
fits down to wafte thofe precious mo- 
ments which can never be recalled, even 
though he be commonly alofer on fuch 
occafions: and when a man’s affaires 
are totally deranged, and in utter con- 
fufion, Iam afraid the reflection may 
too often be very juflly applyed to fuch 
perfon which the King of Pruflia once 
made on one of his generals, when he 
found fault with his regiment at a 
review, ‘© Et ce neff pas furprenant, 
wous jauex, tant aux cartes.” "This wife 
monarch rightly concluded, that 1t was 
no wonder a man, whofe attenticn was 
fo much employed on card:, fhould 
neglect things of greater moment. 

It is dificult to account for fuch 
excefs of folly, but by attributing this 
almoft univerfal practice to the preva- 
lence of fathion, that mof cruel 
and capricious of tyrants. The truth 
is, few men have ftrength of mind fuf- 
ficient to oppofe its edicts, becaufe they 
are fupported by fuch numerous con- 
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formifts; but are fooner drawn afide 
from what is right by the force of ex- 
ample than allured to it by the ftrongeft 
arguments, and the moft pathetick elo- 
quence. ‘The laugh of the world too 
is what they cannot endure: to avoid 
ix they comply with cuftoms they dif- 
approve, though it be fometimes to 
their own ruin. 

A modern writer has very judicioufl 
romarked—** the difmal effects which 
the continued practice of gaming has 
fometimes been obferved to produce in 
the difpofitions of the mind, and the 
moft effential parts of the character, 
deftroying every idea of economy, 
engrofling the whole time, undermining 
the beit principles, perverting the 
qualities of the heart, rendering men 
callous to the ruin of acquaintances, and 
parcaking with a favage infenfibility in 
the fpoils of their unwary friends.” 
What he has faid upon gaming in ge- 
neral will hold good in a certain degree 
as to the fmallett tendency towards that 
pernicious cuftom, which muft ever be 
contidered as inimical to the benevolent 
affections of the human heart. 

This fathionable amufement levels all 
diftinctions, and bids fair to eradicate 
from among thofe who aim at polite- 
nefs all knowledge but of the diderent 
games, and to leave them without a 
with bat for lucky hands. 

I will clofe my reflections with only 
one more remark. People who con- 
ftantly play at cards have their thougtits 
fo entirely engrofled by this favourite 
amufement, that, when the cards are 
not attually in their hands, they are 
perpetually talking over the turns and 
incidents of the game (their ideas being 
confined to ‘that fubje@) to the great 
difguft of others, and the no fmall in- 
jury of themfelves; for who can expe, 
or fuppofe, that a man can pay any 
attention to his more ferious concerns, 
or perform with propriety the common 
duties of life, whofe m‘nd is thus at all 
times engaged oa fuch contemptible 
objects? 

Le 





REFLECTION. 


HE charatter of the King of Pruf- 
fia, in many of the moit remark- 


able ftrokes of it, ftrongly refembles 
that of Philip of Macedon. 


FOR 
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FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE, 


MAXIMS OF CHARITY, WITH ANECDOTES OF THE AUTHOR, 
MR. PETER STERRY. 


(Continued from our laf, page 174.) 


I Have always a moft tender compaf- 
fion for, and moft fenfible fympa- 
thy with, all mankind, even amidft 
their greateft deformities and defile- 
ments, as brethren allied to me by a 
double confanguinity. 

All nations that dwell upon the 
face of the earth God hath made of 
one and the fame blood; and by. one and 
the fame blood all nations have been re- 
deemed. The Lord Jefus gave himfelf 
a ranfom for all to be teftified (ev xasporg 
sd:or.) In the proper times. Each per- 
fon which hath his part in this ranfom 
hath his own proper time for its difco- 
very in him. ‘Thine may be fooner. 
This perfon alfo, now moft of all loft 
in the depth of all evils, may have his 
proper time yet to come for the taking 
off the difguife that veils the mani- 
feftation of the glory of the Son of 
God in him. But as his time comes 
later fo may it come with a fuller glory. 

% * * ¥ -” * 


Forgiving one another freely for 
Chritt’s fake, is the exhortation of St. 
Paul.—~Read his name in every part 
and point of the earth: the darkeft, 
the loweft, the leaft; and forgive the 
fpots that fhade the luftre of any objett 
of creation for the fake of that holy 
name that is engraven on it. 

Receive one another into the glory 
of God, is the rule of St. Paul. Di- 
vines diftinguifh between the perfon 
together with the xature of the devil 
and the evi/. The perfon—the nature 
{fprings forth from God and fo is good: 
—hath a divinity and glory in it:—a 
divine root--a divine image. It fub- 
fifts in its original, and is maintained 
by a continual emanation from the bo- 
fom of the Supreme Glory. Thus thou 
art to receive every perfon, even though 
clouded with the greateft evils as he 
is the work of Nature and of God :— 
thy neighbour, thy brother, and friend. 
——No evil as evil is the nature or 
choice of any being; but its misfor- 





tune——its difeafe. Good is the only 
object of the will. As the needle 
touched by the loadftone is governed 
in its motions and its reft by the Pole; 
fo is the will moved and attraéted b 
that alone which affects it with a fenfe 
of good. 

St. Paul fays, ** Sin deceived me and 
then flew me.” No perfon is willingly 
deceived in his apprehenfions of truth, 
or difappointed in his expeétations of 
good. Every evil is a degree of death. 
When it appeareth /ike it/el/f all things 
fly from it as from death. But as Cu- 
pid in the form of the young and beau- 
tiful Afcanius, by treacherous embraces 
breathed a fatal poifon into the veins 
of the Carthaginian Queen; fo doth 
fin by the deep and myftericus en- 
chantments of the prince of darknefs 
change itfelf into the moft alluring re- 
femblance of the heavenly Image, com- 
pofed of truth and goodnefs meeting 
in one immortal form. Thus it infi- 
nuates itfelf into the eyes and hearts 
of God’s creatures; fills them with 
falfe pleafures, and enflames them with 
a falfelove. Yet /// in the midit of 
thefe enchantments—+yea, under the 
power of darknefs and death itfelf, as 
the Athenians had an altar infcribed 
«© to the unknown God!” furrounded 
with altars proftituted to the fervice of 
falfe divinities; fo the underftanding 
and will according to the proper qua- 
lity of their natures exift in every fpi- 
rit, as altars in atemple, burning with 
their own facred fire and afpiring to 
the higheft heaven, through all the 
clouds of darknefs that obfcure and 
opprefs them. 

If any perfon then be unhappily fal- 
len into any evil, ‘* let thofe who are 
fpiritual reftore fuch a one in the fpi- 
rit of meeknefs.” Apply reproofs to 
evil perfons in the proper feafon, as a 
brother would adminitter an antidote to 
a brother who by miftake had been fur- 
prized, and had drank in poifon:—or 
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as one hand would apply a healing me- 
dicine to the other that had fuffered a 
wound. 

If thou art an angel and haft to do 
with a devil, ufe no reviling language: 
for the higheft of angels is diftinguith- 
ed with a character of honour for 
‘* bringing no railing accufation”’ 
again{t Satan himfelf. Preferve thyfelf 
from that bitter zeal on which St. 
James fets fo odious a mark —branding 
it with the fire of hell.—Let thy zeal 
be like the lightning from heaven 
which by its pure yet piercing qualities 
melts the fword, but harms not the 
feabbard.. The zeal of fome may be 
compared to the locults of the bottom- 
lefs pit defcribed in the Revelations, 
which had faces like men; their hair 
foft and delicate as women’s; their 
crowns were thofe of angels: -- but be- 
low they were ferpents, and ‘* they 
had venomous ftings in their tails.”—— 
Let not thy zeal be like a culinary fire— 
black, footy, and devouring; but like 
the fire from the golden altar mingled 
with incenfe; that carries up what it 
feeds on as a facrifice to heaven. 

I frequently reafon thus with myfelf 
—‘* If I be lifted up to heaven by va- 
rious excellencies, together with Co- 
razin and Bethfaida, from whence I 
look down: upon another far beneath 
me, lying like Sodom and Gomorrah 
in a loathed deep of darknedfs, pollu- 
tion, and difgrace, let me check the 
{wellings of vanity, and reprefs the 
haughtinefs of triumph by reflecting, 
that what lies fo far beneath me in the 
abhorred plain may have a better 
ground of excellence at the bottom 
than myfelf. Its principle hidden 
deeply within itfelf may be fuperiour 
to mine: and had the feed of wifdom, 
love,and virtue, which hath been fown 
in me, been fown with the like ad- 
vantage there, it would have far ex- 
celled me in its fruits. Yea, let me 
indulge the generous thought, that it 
may not only have a better grouzd, but 
a divine feed hidden deeply within that 
ground, beneath allits ragged and un- 
promifing appearances; beneath all the 
coldnefs and inattivity of its winter- 
feafon, which may vegetate in its pro- 
per {pring, and flourifh as the garden of 
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God. Thus let mé think, and let 
thefe thoughts inftruét me to love every 





other perfon removed to the greatett 


diftance from me, yea, ca/? down to the 
greateft depth beneath me, as my neigh- 
bour, my brother, and myfelf. 

This love in the latitude in which I 
have recommended it contains all that 
is goodin man, and all that is accept- 
able toGod. * If (the Apoftle fays) 
I give all my goods to feed the poor, 
and my body to be burnt, and have 
not charity, I am nothing ?’—Is there 
(a perfon whofe views of charity are 
contracted by the vulgar acceptation of 
the word may afk) is there any charity 
fuperiour to that of giving all our goods 
to feed the poor?—Is there any love 
to God (the zealot will afk) more di- 
vine than his who gives his body to 
be burnt for his caufe?—Yes, there is 
a charity that tranfcends them both—a 
charity which muft be the fpring and 
principle of both, or they will be 
efteemed as nothing.—This 1s the cha- 
rity which I am {peaking of, which 
«* vaunteth not itfelf” above azy of 
the works of God, but preferves the 
unity of the {pirit—the defign and end 
of the eternal Workman, in the bond 
of peace. “Ihis is that ‘* charity which 
behaveth not itfelf unfeemly, and feek- 
eth not her own:’—breaketh not in 
on the harmony of the whole, nor di- 
vides itfelf from the whole by a par- 
ticular felf-love. In the univerfal me- 
Jody of the divine wifdom, and in the 
general eftablifhment of creation, it con- 
fidereth itfelf as a part; and all parts as 
related to itfelf, having one perfection 
and one joy together. 

This is the charity which beareth— 
or as it may be better rendered in or- 
der to make it diftinét from the word 
Suffer, which occurs in the fame verfe— 
covereth or comprehendeth all things. 
It throws a luftre, a pleafing comelinefs, 
on every object, and comprehends every 
being in its good wifhes. Nothing is 
abandoned by it: for * it believeth all 
things and hopeth all things.” Like 
its divine principle in the gadhead it 
hath unreftrained complacency in all 
his works, and pronounces them good. 
Tt believeth all things to be the taber- 
nacles of the Divinity, like that in the 
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wildernefs, which though moving 
through the barren defert-—a land of 
graves—of fiery ferpents and beatts of 
prey, yet anfwer to their original pat- 
tern on the Mount:—and though co- 
vered with acoarfe tent that hath felt 
the fury of the elements, yet within 
are filled with the prefence of Jehovah 
himfelf—the glory of him who is all 
in all, 
** *# *# & # 

I have a requeft to make to my rea- 
der for his fake and my own, /. e. to 
_ this difcourfe with the fame 

irit with which it was written. Cha- 
rity ** thinketh no evil.”——It would 
think all the good of every fubjec, 
either perfon or thing, which it is ca- 
pable of. Let no dark corner be left 
in his bofom where fufpicions, pre- 
judices, and animofities, may lurk like 
fome odious and envenomed animals 
within the hollows of a building, to 
creep forth unfeen, and give a deadly 
wound to the unfufpecting. 

- * * x * * 

If the rich man in hell, next to the 
quenching thofe flames which burnt 
apon himéelf, made this his requeft to 
heaven, “ that his brethren might be 
preferved from coming to that place of 
torment;” how much more, in propor- 
tion to the fuperiority of their bene- 
volence, do the bleffed inhabitants of 
the heavenly world, infpired with the 





ardours of a god-like charity, long to 
prevent the mifery of others, and to 
bring them to the participation of their 
incorruptible joys? Let charity in- 
firuct thee, gentle reader, to believe, 
that the obfcure and unnoticed author, 
according to the uncontroled freedom 
of that love, which gilds without di- 
ftinétion the cottage and the palace, 
may have caught fome facred beam 
that hath led him fo near to the bor- 
ders of divine truth as to difcover fome- 
thing of heaven and of the fpirit of its 
happy refidents. Let the fame meek 
and amiable inftru¢tor raife within thy 
breaft this candid fentiment, that as 
the filver-feathered doves flying before 
Eneas, guided him to a tree laden 
with golden boughs in the midft of a 
pathlefs, obfcure wood, fo this dif- 
courfe aiming at a refemblance of thofe 
beautiful and lovely birds, may, though 
it flies on a weak and trembling wing, 
be fent forth, to allure and guide thee 
to ** the tree of life which grows in 
the midft of the Paradife of God;” 
and as thou paffeft on thou mayeft find 
even in the obfcurities and tumults of 
thefe earthly thades fomething of hea- 
ven opening on thy mind—and fill 
opening farther and farther, and end- 
lefsly raifing itfelf to greater heights 
and {preading itfelf to a wider com- 
afs. 
‘ (To be continued.) 


LS TO a EE CR TPE PILLS SET I 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 


SIR, 
— principal reafon for troubling 


you with this letter is, to implore 
the able editor of the Biographia Bri- 
tannica, when he comes to examine 
Chatterton’s moral chara¢ter, tu give 
that circumftance particular attention. 
The unjuiticuble afperity with which 
helplefs youth and obfcurity has been 
treated ought not to pafs without 
notice. 

To me it feems clear they have pro- 
ceeded in their charges without the 
{malleft foundation: no evidence has 
yet been ftated, that can be fairly al- 
edged to fix upon him either vice or 
crime. Let his years and conduct be. 

4 1. 


impartially confidered; it is utterly in- 
credible that a life of fach intenfe 
mental application as Chatterton’s, 
could have allowed of either bodily 
ftrength or inclination to indulge in 
vicious courfes. In his infancy nothing 
occurs that diftinguifhes him much 
from other boys. During the period 
of his apprenticefhip, the itri€tnefs and 
fobriety of his conduét is acknowledged 
by all; the day was fpent in his mafter’s 
office; in the evening he conttantly 
retired to his mother and fifters; their 


fociety was his only recreation, and 
how amiable and engaging does it make: 


him appear! On his arrivalin London 


every 


April 
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every circumftance hitherto publithed, 
demonftrates that profligacy in him 
was an impoffibility: a boy of fixteen, 
whofe governing maxim (aftonifhing!) 

was Diligence and Abjftinence, who hardly 
allowed himfelf three hours fleep at 
night, who fat up all the remaining 
hours writing poetry, who drank only 
water or tea, who eat in the moit 
{paring manner, and feldom ever tafted 
animal food, muft, I do infift upon it, 
annihilate thofe impulfes fo natural, 
and even excufeable, though dangerous, 
at that age. ‘The truth of the old 
adage, Size Cerere et Baccho, ina certain 
degree, is unqueftionable; all the ex- 
perienced admit that, and it may be 
affirmed that the Holy Auftin’s ftra- 
tagem could not have been more ef- 
fectual than the fevere regimen of 
Chatterton. 

Has Chatterton died in debt? Has 
he defraudeda friend? No fuch thing. 
In what then confifts his guilt? That 
his ingenuity has baffled learning and 
fagacity in a matter harmlefs and in- 
different, of pure amufement. In fpite 
of critical gravity, I doubt the world 
will but rank this offence as one of the 
innocent impofiures, no way prejudicial, 
rather diverting and pardonable. Whe- 
ther the name of Chatterton or Rowley 
belongs to my book, I find I have my 
money’s worth; 1 am entertained: 
would I could fay as much of the two 
reverends, and their ponderous quarto’s! 
One cannot help w vondering what could 
in this cafe provoke the wrath of men 
of their feniority, worth, and abilities, 
againft one whofe extraordinary talents 
and youth fhould rather have biaffed in 
his favour. We can only form con- 
jectures; it arofe, perhaps, from mif- 
judged zeal, fomething of profeffional 
duty; Chatterton, in a few paflages, 
forcibly expreffed indeed, has alluded 
with fome difrefpect to revealed re- 
ligion: reprehentible as this may be, 
great allowances fhould be made rd his 
age, and want of due information; 
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above all, the triumph of fuch a mind 
on the fuppofed difcovery of a truth, 
and the boldnefs of fetting -at defiance 
early imbibed notions; a little more 
maturity, enquiry, and reflection, would 
have brought him right again. 

The lively and amiable author of 
Love and Madnefs merits the higheft 
applaufe; his difcernment — pierced 
through the gloom of prejudice and 
invective; his generous hamanity i ime 

elled him to defend the innocent; it 
is to be hoped his further refearches 
have not been difcontinued; that fince 
he traced out the woman at whofe houfe 
Chatterton died, he may before this 
have overcome her repugnance to be 
feen and interrogated; and that the 
world may be favoured with new par- 
ticulars of the youthful phenomenon. 
What a mournful idea prefents itfelf, 
when we confider this defolate boy in 
his laft hours! Alone in this huge city ; 
in dreary folitude amidit this vaft ag- 
gregate of wx/focial beings; abandoned 
to defpair, and nota fellow- creature to 
foothe his frenzy, or ftretch forth a 
hand to fave him. A fatality as ex 
traordinary as his genius feems to have 
attended Chatterton; never able to 
attract notice during’ life, yet create 
fuch a blaze the moment of his death. 
What might not have been expected, 
had better fortune thrown him in the 
way of the learned and candid Tyr- 
whitt, with knowledge and ftudies fo 
congenial to the mind of Chatterton? 
Foitered and dire¢ted by fuch a guide, 
to what amazing heights might not 
his genius have foared? But thefe 
fuppofitions are, perhaps, extravagant; 
perfection is not to be attained; it is 
rather more probable that premature 
force would have been foon expended: 
I have ever obferved that extraordinary 
exertions of nature in the growth of 
plants, and the lower {pecies of ani« 
mals, have terminated in rapid decay. 

I am, Sir, your’s, &c. 
Humant nimi, Atirnum, 





ANECDOTES. 


AVID GARRICK, Efg. fome 
years ago, had occafion to file a 
bill i in the Couit of Chancery again 


an attorney at Hampton, to fet afide 
an agreement furreptitioufly obtained 


for the purchafe of a houfe there, and’ 


Nn2 while 
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while the late Edmund Hofkins, Efq. 
was preparing the draft of the bill, Mr. 
Garrick wrote him the following lines: 


To his counfellor and friend, Edmund 
Hofkins, Efg. Tom Fool fends 
greeting. 

ON your care muft depend the fuccefs of my fuit, 

The conteft I mean ’bout the houfe in difpute; 

Remember, my friend, an attorney’s my foe, 

And the worft of his tribe, tho’ the beft are fo fo. 

In law, asin life, I know well ‘tis a rule, 

That a knave wiil be ever too hard for a fool ; 

To which rule one exception your client implores, 

That the Fool may for once turn the Knave out of 

doors. 





Anecpore of Queen CaARotine. 
The memory of Queen Caroline is 
revered for the excellence of her do- 
meftic character. 
As a mother, fhe fhone in a confpi- 
euous manner, by the attention which 


fhe paid to cultivating the difpofitions 
of her children. 


Of her Majefty’s fuperior talent for 


that tender office, of her adroitnefs in 
feifing the happy moment to inftil vir- 
tuous principles, the following anec- 
dote records an inftance, which ought 
never to be furgotten: 

The Princefs Royal was accuftomed, 
at going to reft, to employ one of the 
ladies of the court in reading aloud to 
her, till fhe fhould drop afleep. 

It happened, one evening, that the 
lady who was appointed to perform 
this office, being indifpofed, could 
not, without great inconvenience, en- 
dure the fatigue of ftanding; yet the 
Princefs was inattentive to her fitua- 
tion, and fuffered her to continue read- 
ing till fhe fell down in a fwoon. 

The Queen was informed of this the 
next morning. Her Majefty faid no- 
thing upon the fubject; but at night, 
when fhe was in bed, fent for the Prin- 
¢cfs, and, faying that fhe wifhed to be 
lulled to reft, commanded her royal 
highnefs to read aloud. 

After fome time, the Princefs began 
to be tired of ftanding, and paufed, in 
hope of receiving an order to feat her- 
feif.—** Proceed,” faid her Majefty. 
In a fhort time a fecond ftop feemed to 
plead for reft.—** Read on,” faid the 
Queen,—Again the Princefs topped: 
again fhe received an order to proceed; 


till at laft faint and breathlefs, the was 
forced to complain. Then did this ex- 
cellent parent exhort her daughter to 
forbear how fhe indulged herfelf in 
eafe, while fhe fuffered her attendants 
to endure unneceffary fatigue. 

An illuftrious example to mothers, 
how to create and improve occafions 
for forming the difpofitions of their 
children. 





Anecdote of the Prince De Liene, 
awho commands the Imperial troops at 
Antwerp. 

This noble Prince, who is confi- 
dered by the Englith in fome refpects 
as the Jack Spencer of the Pais-Bas, 
being fome years fince at Amfterdam, 
kicked up, as the phrafe is, a duf? one 
night in that city; in confequence of 
which he was carried prifoner to the 
guard-houfe, and the next morning 
brought before the magiftrate, where 
he behaved with great rudenefs, and 
pleaded his rank in excufe for his fol- 
ly; but the magiftrate perfifted in do- 
ing his duty, and with great propriety 
reprehended him for his very improper 
behaviour. The Prince, however, 
when he was difcharged, told the ma- 
giftrate, that the day might come 
when he might have a favourable o 
portunity to refent the infult he had 
received at Amfterdam. Accordingly, 
the confequences have been fatal to 
thoufands of innocent people; for foon 
after the Prince arrived at Antwerp, 
fome company with whom he was con- 
verfing in the ftreets obferved, that 
now he had a favourable opportunity 
to fhow his attention to his friends 
the Dutch. ‘© Yes (faid the Prince) 
and on fuch a night I will give them 
a hot fupperat Fort Lillo.” An Au- 
{trian foldier overhearing the conver- 
fation, thinking him ferious in his de- 
claration, inftantly deferted to the 
Dutch, and informed them that Fort 
Lillo was to be attacked on fuch a par- 
ticular night, for that he heard the 
Prince declareit. ‘They believed him, 
and to fecure themfelves therefrom, 
laid twenty-four thoufand acres of land 
under water, which, with the inunda- 
tion, alfo fpread death, famine, and 
defolation, But the Prince is a duck, 
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and what fignified the lofs of fifty 
thoufand pounds to his coufin, the 


Duke D’Aremberg? 


ee 
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Anecdote of Mrs. PRITCHARD and a 
FippLer. 

The celebrated a¢trefs, Mrs. Pritch- 
ard, having retired with her family, 
during the fummer, into a country vil- 
lage, took a fancy to fee a play ated 
ina barn. She and her company en- 
gaged one of the beft and moft con- 
fpicuous feats in the little theatre. 
"Lhe fcenes were made of pafteboard, 
and the clothes fuch as the manager 
could borrow or purchafe. The or- 
cheitra was filled with one fingle Crow- 
dero.—The actors were uncelebrated, 
it is true, but did their beft. Mrs. 
Pritchard, inftead of taking up with 
fuch fare as the country afforded, 
laughed fo loudly and inceffantly at 
the bufinefs of the fcene, that the 
country audience were offended. Some- 
body prefent happened to know the 
great actrefs, and the fiddler afking her 
name, was told that fhe was the great 
Mrs. Pritchard, of the theatre-royal, 
in London.—** I will give her a hint 

refently,” faid Crowdero, and imme- 
diately played the firft tune in the 
Beggar’s Opera: 

«« Through all the employments of life, 

*¢ Each neighbour abules his brother,’’ &c. 
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“« Come, let’s be gone (faid Mrs. 
Pritchard) we are difcovered; that fid- 
dler is clever;” and as fhe croffed over 
the ftage to the enterance, fhe dropped 
Crowdero a curtfey, and thanked him 
for his admonition. 








Anecdote of Dr. Younc. 


Walking in his garden at Welwyn, 
in company with two ladies (one of 
whom he afterwards married) the fer- 
vant came to tell him a gentleman 
wifhed to fpeak with him. ‘ Tell 
him (fays the Doétor) I am too happily 
engaged to change my fituation.” ‘The 
ladies infiftted upon it that he fhould 
go, as his vifitor was a man of rank, 
his patron, his friend; and, as per- 
fuafion had no effe&t, one took him b 
the right arm, the other by the left, 
and led him to the garden gate, when 
finding refiftance was vain, he bowed, 
laid his hand upon his heart, and in 
that expreflive manner for which he 
was fo remarkable, fpoke the follow- 
ing lines: 

Thus Adam look’d when from the garden driven, 
And thus difputed orders fent from Heaven: 
Like him I go, but yet te go am loath ; 

Like him I go, for angels drove us both. 


Hard was his fate, but mine {till more unkind, 
His Eve went with him, but mine ftays behind, 
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TO THE EDITOR OF 'THE LONDON MAGAZINE, 


SIR, 
HAT a pofiage in the works ofa 
writer as modern as Pope fhould 
need a comment will not appear ex- 
traordinary, when you recollect that we 
have no regifters in which the fucceffive 
changes of’ cuftoms are chronicled, for 
the information of the curious. Hence, 
many of the fafhions prevalent at the 
beginning of this century are now for- 
gotten, 

Why, fays Clarifja, in the fifth canto 
of the Rape of the Lock, are all thefe 
honours lavifhed on our fex? 

‘*s Why round our coaches crowd the white- 
gloved beaux ? 

“* Why bows the fide box from its inmoft rows?” 

When this couplet was produced, it 

had no obfcurity; but now, before the 


OS ee es ae 





reader can comprehend the full force of 
the fecond line of it, he muft be told, 
that in the time of Pope, the fide-boxes 
in our theatres were occupied by gen- 
tlemen only, and that the front ones 
were as entirely appropriated to ladies. 
The prefent mixture of fexes in all our 
feats of the higheft price in the play 
houfe is not very productive of that 
ftilnefs which would at once befriend 
the actor and the intelligent fpe¢tator. 
Lady Paper-Mill mutt have her flirt with 
Sir Charles Racket, though ** the blank 
verfe halt for it.” Fruitlefs at fuch a 
moment would be even Pro/pero’s in- 
junction. 

“« Huth, and be mute, or elfe the fpell is marr’d!’* 


and Zara to as little purpofe can affirm 
that 
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that ‘* Silence is every where,” when 
the tongues of the females and their 

Ilants within a yard of her moft for- 
cibly contradict her affertion. One 
would almoft think our modern dames 
had received a hint for their behaviour 
while any ftory is telling, from the 
fecond edition of Phaer’s Virgil, in 
which conticuere omnes, ‘* they whiited 
all, by the unlucky intrufion of a re- 
dundant letter, is rendered “ they 
whift/ed all’—very uncourtly treat- 
ment of a hero who was beginning a 
narrative of his misfortunes. 

I may add, that in fome of our 
country churches, where the males and 
females ftill continue to be ranged on 
oppofite fides of the aifle, their re- 





{pective attention to their duty is more 
earneft than where they happen to be 
promifcuoufly feated. Icannot, there- 
fore, help wifhing the obfolete cuftom 
of keeping the fexes (at leaft the 
fafhionables of both) apart from each 
other was revived in every place where 
taciturnity is confidered as a requifite 
to pleafure or meditation. 

If you, Mr. Editor, are as fond as I 
am of hearing a good play, or a good 
fermon, without frequent interruptions, 
you will not refufe this hafty letter a 
place in the London Magazine. 


I am Sir, 
Your mo humble fervant, 
March 12, 1785. L. L. 








TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 


SIR, 


T muft be owned that there are fe- 

veral paflages in the fcripture, 
which, as the original has not been 
thoroughly confidered, or rightly un- 
derftood in the tranflation, feem ab- 
furd enough to exercife the {hallow wit 
of fome idle cavillers. Among thefe, 
there is one, which I fhall attempt to 
explain in this letter. It is in the thir- 
teenth verfe of the eleventh chapter of 
Mark ; in which, according to the tran- 
flation, our Saviour curfes the fig-tree, 
becaufe he found nothing thereon but 
leaves, when it was impoflible there 
fhould be any thing elfe, for the time of 
fies was mot yet. But itiscertain, that 
. ae this time of the year, there were 
figs in Fxdea; as it is well known that 
there were two fort of figs; one that 
ripened in the month Ni/an, about 
the time of their paffover, or our Eafer, 
and the other not till the hehigt of 
fummer. 

The former kind are mentioned in 
feveral paflages of {cripture, as in Can- 
ticles 11. 13; and in Hofea ix. 10. 
‘© I faw your fathers as the firft ripe 
in the fig-tree at her firft time.” ‘To 
fruits the prophets allude in the two 
following paffages: Ifaiah xxviii. 4. 
** "The glorious beauty which is on the 
head of the fat valley fhall be a fading 
flower, and as the hafly fruit before 
the fummer.” Micah viii, 1. * J am 


as when they have gathered the fum- 
mer fruits, as the grape gleanings of 
the vintage: there is noclufter to eat: 
my foul defired the firft ripe fruit.” 

Let us then confider the original: 
ou yap RY udb—dS cyuwre-— Now as the moft 
ancient copies are without accents, it 
is hard to fay, whether the particle ou 
is to be read with a /exe, or an a/pirate ; 
and we mutt be determined by the fenfe 
of the place. Let us read it then with 
an afpirate, and the fenfe may be of 
yup yr, for where he was, uaip2; cinewys 
it was the time of figs. Andit is no 
uncommon tranfition, to refer J 4x) 4v 
to the word Jatev, and not to 2%’ dury. 
—You will find the like, cap. 16. v. 
3, 4. and the ellipfis of the fecond ¥ 
is frequent. 

But if we retain the accent as it now 
ftands, and put an interrogation point 
at the end of the fentence, the fenfe 
will be very clear, g yp wv’ xat93s guxwy 3 
for was it not the time of figs? that is, 
affirmatively, zt was the time of figs. 
So the Anglo-Saxon reads it, without 
taking any notice of the particle «vu.— 
There are folutions of this paffage in 
the commentators, but none which I 
like fo well as either of thefe twoy 
and therefore I fhall not trouble you 
with them; norneed I fhew you, how 

roper anemblem this was to warn the 
ewe of what their fituation then was; 


and 
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and what it fhortly would be.—The 
curious reader, befides the common 
annotators, may confult Lightfoot’s 
Hor. Heb. ad Matth. 21. 19. Le Clerc. 
Crit. Art. p. 201, and the excellent 
pieces againft Wolfton. 

There is alfo another apparent con- 
tradi¢tion between St. Luke and St. 
John, concerning the breaking of the. 
net. But this is only imaginary. For 
St. Luke is fpeaking in the fixth verfe 
of the fifth chapter of @ miraculous 
draught of fifbes, at the very beginning 
of our Saviour’s miniftry ; and St. John, 
in the eleventh verfe of the twenty- 
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firft chapter of anothtr draught, made 
fome time after his refurrection. Sure- 
ly then St. Luke might fay the met qwas 
broken, in the former draught; and St. 
John, that it was not broken, in the 
latter, without their contradicting one 
another. 

I fhall only add, Sir, at prefent, that 
all cavils againit the f{cripture, upon 
examination, will be found to be 
equally frivolous and unjuft. 

Iam, Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 


X.Q 


March 1, 1785. 








TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE, 


LETTER II. 
SIR, 
r the inhabitants may be believed, 


this town is of great antiquity, 
owing its origin to a caftle (afterwards 
called dz Bue) built by Julius Cefar, 
about fifty years before the birth of 
Chrift. As the caftle was built for the 
purpofe of protecting that part of the 
Roman province of Belgium from the 
incurfions of the fwarms of barbarous 
nations that lived beyond the Rhine, 
people chofe to eftablifh their refidence 
in its neighbourhood, that they might 
be at hand to receive fuccour from the 
garrifon of the caftle, in cafe of an 
attack; hence it became at laft the 
centre of a kind of town: it was con- 
itantly the refidence of a Roman: go- 
vernor, till the empire of Rome was de- 
ftroyed in the weft ; and then the ancient 
Kings of France ufed to fend officers, 
called Forrefers, by whom the province 
of Flanders was governed, till it was 
given away in fee to a prince, who 
took the title of Earl of Flanders, 
which his defcendants bore for many 
ages. In the garden of the Dominicans, 
or Black-Friars, are to be feen,the 
remains of Cefar’s old caftle on an 
eminence, from which the country 
could be explored for many leagues, 
till by the ereétion of other buildin 
round about, and the falling down of 
the tower, the profpect was obitructed. 
Near to this fpot is an inhabited 7/axd, 


_* See our ht number, p. 174, 


FROM LISLE*. 


Lifle, Aprilq, 1784. 
formed by the river Deile, in the 
heart of the.town, from which Lifle 
derives its name (L’//le, or land.) The 
town is fomewhat of an oval form, 
fomething more than a mile and a half 
in length, and a little lefs than a mile 
in breadth. It has feven gates, namely 
thofe of St. Avdrew (otherwife called 
Royal, becaufe it was built by Louis 
XIV.) to the north; St. Magdalen, St. 
Maurice, and Fives, to the eaft; La 
Porte des Malades (or of the fick) to the 
fouth; and Oxr Lady’s (Notre Dame) 
and La Barre to the weft; adjoining to 
this laft gate is the citadel. 

I fhall fet out from the right of the 
citadel in giving you a defcription of 
the works with which the different 
fronts that the town prefents from thefe 
different gates are fortified. Between 
the citadel and St. Andrew’s gate, there 
is only a demi front, by which the com~ 
munication between both is kept up: 
this demi front is covered by outworks, 
which extend to the brink of the Fofé 
that ‘contains the water which runs 
round the citadel, of which I fhall fay 
fomething hereafter. To the right of 
St. Andrews is a moft beautiful and 
ftrong beftiox, covered by a great horn- 


. evork, which commands the water-gate, 


through which the river Deile runs 
out of the town; and a little farther 
on, almoft in front of this gate, are 
é two, 
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two ftrong works, technically called 
Jenaillons. It was before this front the 
Allies fat down, when they began the 
fiege of Lifle in 1708; and againft it 
they directed ‘their hotteft fire: it was 
not, however, becaufe this was the 
weakeft part of the town, but becaufe 
the Deiile afforded them a greater fa- 
cility to bring their artillery and am- 
munition from Menin, than if they had 
carryed them by land: by the length 
of the fiege, which, exclufive of the 
defence made by the citadel, lafted three 
months, you may well conjecture the 

lace was not weak; however, it has 
on fince more ftrongly fortified by 
additional works, many of which have 
mines tinder them; and in cafe of ne- 
ceflity may in a moment be blown up 
by the garrifon, if a befieging enemy 
flrould fucceed fo far as to make a 
lodgement on them: the two principal 


baftions of this place are extenfive and 


ftrong; and would admit of retrench- 
ments in the gorge. The next front 
that the town prefents on this fide is 
that of St. Magdalen: the horn-awork 
which covers St. Magdalen’s gate can- 
not be fufficiently admired; it is one 
of the fineft pieces of fortification in 
Europe; itis the work of that famous 


engineer, Marfhal Vauban: even the. 


next front is covered by the fire of this 
horn-work. On the baftions are placed 
what engineers call cavaliers; that on 
the left, which was built before the 
fiege of 1667, when Louis the X1Vth 
took Lifle, did great execution among 
the befiegers; and that monarch having 
found its fire very terrible, went in 

erfon to view and infpe& it minvtely, 
after he had made himfelf mafler of the 
town. 

St. Maurice’s gate ftands in the next 
front; it is defended by sxo large 
baftions; on that to the left is a ca- 
walier, the plunging fire from which 
muft render an attack on this fide very 
hazardous indeed: the baftions them- 
feves are covered by a number of other 
works. Near this gate are fluices, by 
means of which the lands for a con- 
fiderable way in front may be laid under 
water; and fuch is the fituation of the 
country near it, that a befieging army 
could not poffibly drain it off, 


The next front includes the gate of 
Fives, aname which it derives from a 
village called Fives, towards which it 
looks. It was on this fide that Louis 
XIV. made his grand attack, and fuc- 
ceeded: but at that time the works 
confifted only of a few Aalfmoous; at 
prefent there is a ftrong ba/tion, covered: 
by a counter-guard. In the gorge of this 
baition may be feen the old gate of 
Fives, which is now fhut up. The 
reafon of its being fhut up, and another 
opened jutt near it, is curious enough. 
ft was through this old gate that Louis 
the XIVth made his entry into Lifleafter 
the fiege; and in order to perpetuate in the 
minds of the inhabitants the memory of 
his greatnefs and munificence, he publifh- 
ed an edict, by which he exempted from 
the payment of tolls or cuftoms of any 
fort all goods, &c. that fhould arrive in 
Lifle through the gate by which the 
Grand Monarque had made his entry. 
But he had foon caufe to with he had 
not beftowed fuch a privilege on this 
gate; for the people all round the 
country ufed to go much out of. their 
way, in order to enter the town by the 
gate of Fives; fo that no toll or tax 
was ea at any of the other gates; and 
confequently there was almoit an anni- 
hilation of the revenue arifing from 
tolls and taxes on goods entering the 
town. ‘The King faw it was neceffary 
to divife fome means to reftore the re- 
venue; but at the fame time he made 
it apoint of honour and of confcience 
not to violate the privileges granted by 
the edict. This confcientious and hn- 
nourable monarch, who with fo little 
remorfe, and who, regardlefs of honour 
and public faith, revoked the Edict of 
Nantes, which had been publifhed in 
confequence of a folemn treaty, had his 
{cruples with refpect to this gate: he 
was happy, however, in an expedient 
by which the revenue was reftored, and 
his word not violated: he ordered a 
new gate to be built within a few yards 
of the old one; and then caufed the 
latter to be fhut up. ‘The new gate 
could not be called the old one; there- 
fore could not claim the privileges 
which had been granted only to the 
latter. But to return to the works. 
Farther on is the saftion of the Noble 

Tower, 
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Tower, fo called from an ancient tower 
built by an Earl of Flanders, part of which 
is ftanding in the baftion, and is at pre- 
fent converted into a powder magazine: 
the baition is ftrengthened by two horn- 
works, planned by Vauban. Between 
this baftion and the next gate flands a 
{mall fort, called St. Saviour’s, or 
Chrif’s Fort, from tke name of the 

arith in which it is built. It is for- 
tified as well on the fide of the town as 
of the country, being entirely wailed 
in, having a gate towards the town, and 
a large deep ditch, or fofz, full of 
water; fo that it is calevJated as much 
for aling againf? the town, in cafe of 
infurrection, as againit an enemy 
without. 

La Porte des Malades, or Gate of the 
Sick, prefents the next front: it takes 
its naine from an hofpital to which it 
formerly led; but which is now de- 
molifhed. Though it bears fo wretched 
a name, it is perhaps, without exag- 
geration, the fineft and moft magnificent 

ate in the world: the front of it is 
allowed by all travellers, to be an ex- 
quifite piece of architecture: it was 
built by order of Louis the X1Vth: it 
is lofty and majeftic, nearly in the fhape 
of a triumphal arch, adorned with pu- 
lars or columns of the Dorick order; 
on one fide ftands a Hercules; on the 
other Mars; Fame is founding her 
trumpet on high; and near the centre 
is a figure of Victory, crowning with 
laurel the buft of Louis the ALVth. 
About 200 yards from the gate, on 
the outfide, is a {mall field, which was 
confecrated on purpofe for the inter- 
ment of fuch of the Britifh prifoners 
who had been wounded in the bloody 
engagement at Fontenoy, in 1745, and 
died Carkolicks, after they had been 
cerryed to Lifle: and. on one fide of 
the field a gentleman fhowed me a little 
road, about four feet broad, and 200 


yards long, which he toid me was made 


through another field, in which feveral 


hundreds of Britifh prifoners, who had 
died of their wounds, had been interred: 
the reafon why they had not been all 
buried together was, that the latter 
either died Proteftants or nothing. You 
may naturally fuppofe I was thocked 
to find myfelf walking ona road, the 
fubftratum of which was compoied of 
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the bones of my countrymen: I felt the 
greateft horror, and foon turned off into 
an adjoining field. You mutt not, 
however, from this circumftance ima- 
gine that. the people of Lifle are de- 
ficient in charity and humanity; they 
are charitable and humane almoft to a 
fault; and while the Britifh prifoners, 
of whom I have been juft fpeaking, 
were alive, there was not the featt di- 
ftinction made about religion: the 
ftudies were fufpended in all the colleges 
in Lifle immediately after the battle of 
Fontenoy; and the claffes were filled 
with the Engtifh prifoners, where they 
were attended by the furgeons, and 
ferved with the greateft tendernefs by 
the friars; the Jefuits in particular di-. 
ftinguifhed themfelves on this occafion: 
their college was crowded, and what 

as fingular there was not a Roman 
Catholick prifoner to be found in the 
college; they were all Proteftants: 
When fuch of them as recovered were 
exchanged, they quitted the Jefuits 
with tears in their eyes, faying they had 
never lived fo well, or experienced 
more tendernefs in their own families. 
All this I have heard from refpeétable 
people in the town, and it has been 
confirmed by an old officer in our fer- 
vice, whom I met here by chance; and 
whofe brother had been lodged by the 
Jefuits for three months, while he la- 
boured under a wound he had received 
in the battle, which had fra¢tured his 
feull: as foon as he was able to take the 

ir, they took him cut as often as he 
wifhed in a coach to their country- 
houfe, where they had fitted up an 
apartment for him, leaving it at his 
own option to lie in town or country: 
and when he was leaving them, they 
made him take a handfome fum of 
money to carry him to England, which 
was not unwelcome to an officer who 
was a younger brother, and no more 
than an enfign in the army. 

I find I have travelled nearly round 
the town, as I have only two more 
gates to fpeak of, befides the citadel, 
and perceiving that I am at the end 
of my paper, I fhal! break off here, 
and finith our journey round the ram- 
parts, perhaps alfy round the citadel, 
inmynext. Your's, &c. 

A TRAV ELLER. 
Oo FOR 


‘ 














282 














FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 


Mer. Eprror, 

UST before you informed us fome 
«J time fince in your Magazine wy 
the grey mare is the better y ary I was 
about fhowing you that it is not in 
England alone that the grey mares pre- 
evil: in the Auftrian Netherlands I 
believe there is not a fingle inftance 
where the wife does not govern; and 
to fupport their right, dignity, and 
ower, on a certain day the women an- 
nually feife the perfons of their huf- 
bands, and every male thing in their 
houfes, {waddle them well up, and by 





dint of violence put them tobed. On 
vifiting an American rebel (a friend, 
you know, I may now call him) at 
Bruffells, I found his face fcratched, 
and his eyes much difordered, and, 
upon enquiry, I was told his hoftefs 
had bedded him a-la-mode de Flandres, 
the preceding evening. ‘This cuftom, 
however, prevails only, I_ believe, 
among the bourgesifie and middling 
clafs of people; the detter fort of ladies, 
I fancy, take their men to bed az- 


fwaddled 


A. W. 








TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 


SIR, 


O men inexperienced in the world 
nothing feems fo fure a recom- 
mendation to fame and public favour 
as the difplay of fuperiour merit. The 
utility of this prejudice to mankind at 
large is evident in the entertainment 
and pecuniary profit refulting from 
thofe ftrenuous endeavours that termi- 
nate in excellence. But the unfortu- 
nate projectors too frequently perceive 
with difguft and defpondence, as they 
fink in poverty and contempt, that the 
gay vilions w hich amnfed their youth- 
ful fancy were but the dangerous en- 
chantments of fimplicity and errour. 
No clafs of men is more numeroufly 
included in this defcription than the 
votaries of the mufe; and for none can 
be furnifhed a more ‘natural apology. 
——Tentarda via ft, gra me quogue py flim 
Zollere humo, vicivrque virum volitare per ora, 
is a temptation that haunts them from 
the moment that infant imagination 
difpiays her bloffloms. And what fo 
agrees ble as the praife refulting from 
the communication of the mott inno- 
cent ofallpleafures? Deceived by the vo- 
Jumes-that he admires, the young bard 
is incurably pe oor that 
© Merit reigns here.”’"—Cu ug ecnity. 
Se certainly, that es the prefent 
generation prove ungraietul, poitenty 


mnft at laft make the due acknow- 
ledgement. 


Yet it is probable that genius, even 


wafted on the wings of publication, 


has often wafted its fweetne/s on the de- 
fert air: and, among the number of 
writers who have been unjuftly ne- 
glefted, I would venture to rank the 
ingenious Mr. Henry Layng. There 
is a quartu volume of this gentleman’ S 
poems, chiefly tranflations; but in a 
ityle and numbers fo excellent, as might 
well entitle him to the honour which 
he modettly claims of having affifted 
Mr. Pope in his Hiomer: 


“ Peace to his honour’d fhade! with laureds 
crown’d 

Enthron’d he fat; the bards ftood lift’ning round + 
When (meaneft of the train!) entranc’d I hung 
To catch the netar’d accents from his tongue ; 
Smiling he call’d me through the envying choir, 
And bade me ftrike the loud Meonian lyre, 
Trembling I touch’d the firings, heown'd the lays: 
Firm I declin’d the envy and the praife. 

But now nor praife nor envy calls, I come 

"Fo pay this mournful tribute at his tomb; 
There let me, weeping at thy hallow’d fhrine, 
Sufpend the votive lute that once was thine. 
Thus, where the trunk of mighty Pompey lay, 
Unflatter’d then, beneath the fcorching ray, 
His good old foldier, with a duteous hand, 

Wet with his tears, heap’d up the Lybian fand ; 
Then on his javelin hung the well tried thieid, 
Which the great hero taught him firft to wield.”’ 


This circumftance is omitted by Dr, 
Johnfon in his Anecdotes of Pope. 
But 
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But while Layng has been forgotten by 
the world, Cawthorne has received its 
exuberant applaufe. It is my defign 
at prefent to propofe fome inftances 
that may determine with what impar- 
tiality. 

It is the opinion of many, that when 
Pope’s harmony expired, the beauties 
of his verfification were revived by 
Cawthorne. If weaknefs may pats 
for energy, and puerility for manli- 
nefs, Cawthorne deferves the tranf- 
planted laurel. But if even the in- 
difputable merit of Pope could not fe- 
cure his fondnefs for antithefis from 
the objections of the critics; nor the 
{weet mufe of Jerningham bribe the 
Reviewer’s approbation with 

‘© Aili] on the filken foliage of the rofe;”’ 
what muft be the fate of fuch trivial 
lines as thefe? 


The nerve to kindle, and the verfe to fiow. 
The dirge to murmur, and the buit to rife. 
His fong to warble, and his wit to charm. 


O come, in a// the pomp of grief array’da 

And loit to glory, loft to aé/ his fire. 

All youth ennobles, and a// worth admires. 

Woke a// my withes from the trance of fame. 

Where ev’ry fcience beams of «v’ry age. 

Spread a// his plumes, and inatch’d thee from 
the grave. 
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Where a// the battle burft in 2// its rage. 

The lift’ning ear, and open’d a@// the foul. 

With a// the luxuries of found to move. 

And a// his image takes up a/? my breait. 

E’en now when aé/ the vifion beams around. 

O bleit with @// that youth can give to pleafe. 

Jn war while a// the trumps of fame infpire. 

Light a/ their beams, and blaze upon thy duft. 
The. above at no great intervals: 

what follow in rapid fucceffion : 

Thou whofe quick eye has glanc’d thro’ ev’ry age® 

View'd ev’ry fcene, and itudied ev’ ry page, 

Teach me like thee, with ev’ry virtue bleft, 

To catch each eye, and fteal to evty breaft, 


To rife to a//that in each patriot thone, 


And make each hero’s happinefs my own. 

I hope that you will not think thefe 
quotations too numerous; it is the re- 
petition of the faults that makes it 
particularly offenfive. Of Cawthorne’s 
poems, Abelard to Eloifa may be the 
beft; but I own the Moonlight, which 
has fometimes been commended, pleafes 
me better in the plate annexed than in 
the epiftle. Of the others, feveral are 
certainly bad, and the reft indifferent. 
But, that 1 may not give judgement 
without proof, nor extend thefe re- 
marks beyond your ufual limits, per- 
haps I fhali refume this fubjeét at fome 
more convenient opportunity. 

Iam, Sir, your’s, &c. 


A CONSTANT READER. 





FOR 


THE LONDON 


MAGAZINE, 


ORIGIN OF THE TERM, MAN OF THE PEOPLE. 


ONSIEUR GOURVILLE, ori- 
inally a domeftic of the Prince 
of Condé, raifed himfelf by his merit 
to offices of great truft and employ- 
ment. Such was the opinion of his 
abilities, that, on the death of the 
reat minifter Colbert, it was a matter 
of difpute in the cabinet of Louis XIV. 
whether Gourville fhould not be ap- 
pointed his fucceffor. 

This gentleman arrived in England 
at the time when Charles II. and his 
parliament were at variance. Sir Wil- 
liam ‘Temple, who knew Gourville, 
and his faculty of difcernment, afked 





him what he thought of the kingly 
power in England? His anfwer was 
remarkable: ‘* If (faid Gourville) the 
King of England could be prevailed 
upon to fall in with the general fenti- 
ments of his fubje¢ts, and become she 
Man of bis People, no prince in Europe 
would be his fuperiour; if not, be 
will be the moft infignificant of all 
monarchs.” ——— Sir William had the 
honefty and courage to relate this con- 
verfation to Charles IJ. who declared 
that he ‘* would be the Man of his 
People.” But Charles did not keep 


his word, 
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ARTICLE 


CXVI. 


Cox E’s Travels into Poland, Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark. 4to. Two Vo- 


lumes. 


(Continued from page 202.) 


WE left our traveller proceecing on 
his journey from Mofcow to Peterf- 
burgh, a route of not lefs than soo 
miles, in almoft a ftraight li ne, cut thro’ 
the foreft. He defcribes it as extreme- 
ly tedious and toilfome to pafs; the 
whole way lying chiefly through end- 
lefs traéts of wood, only 6 ih by 
here and there a village, round w hich 
the grounds are open and cultivated. 
‘The manner in which this road has 
been formed, and bottomed with fell- 
ed trees, is very curious; but, for the 
particulars, we muit refer to the book. 

Mr. Coxe’s account of the Ruffian 
peafantry conveys to us no very fa- 
vourable ideas of their i improvement in 
civilization. ‘The particulars which he 
relates will convince every reader, that 
they are itill deeply immerfed in ig- 
norance and barbarity. 

Peterfburgh has been very often de- 
f{cribed by travellers; yet we cannot 
omit one paragraph, by Mr. Coxe, on 
the fubjett: 

‘* The views (fays he) upon the 
banks of the Neva exhibit the mott 
grand and lively fcenes I ever beheld. 
{hat river is in mott places broader 
than the Thames at London: it is alfo 
deep, rapid, and as tranfparent as 
cryftal; and its banks are lined on 
each fide with a continued range of 
handfome buildings. On the north 
fide the fortrefs, the Academy of Sci- 
ences and the Academy of Arts are the 
mott ftriking objects; on the oppofite 
fide are the “Lmperial palace, the admi- 
ralty, the manfions of many Ruffian 
nablea, and the Englifh line, fo called 
becaufe (a few houfes excepted) the 
whole row is occupied by the Englith 

erchants. In the front of thefe 
buildings, on the fouth fide, is the 
Quay, which ftretches for three mil¢s, 


4 


except where it is interrupted by the 
Admiralty ; and the Neva, during the 
whole of that fpace, has been lately 
embanked, at the expence of the Em- 
prefs, by a wall-parapet and pavement 
of hewn granite, a moft elegant and 
durable monument of imperial muni- 
ficence.” 

In his account of the famous coloffal 
ftatue of Peter the Great, executed by 
Mr. Falconet, Mr. Coxe fays, ‘* If 
there be any defect in this figure, it 
confifts in the flat pofitien of the right 
hand, a very trifling. defect indeed in 
a figure fo ftupendous in fize, fo mag- 
nificent in detign, and fo mafterly in 
execution.” 

From this exhibition of dead excel- 
lence we are led to the contemplation 
of living worth in the perfon of the 
prefent Emprefs, whofe appearance at 
court Mr. Coxe thus defcribes: 

‘ 'The chief officers of the houfe- 
hold, the miitrefs of the robes, the 
maids of honour, and other ladies of 
the bed-chamber, advancing two by 
two in a long train, announced the ap- 
pro: ach of their fov ereign. Her Ma- 
jefty came forward with a flow and fo- 
lemn pace, walking with great pomp, 
holding her head very high, and per- 
setually bowing to the right and to 
the left as fhe paffed along. She ftop- 
ped a little way within the entrance of 
the drawing-room, and fpoke with 

reat afahility to the foreign minifters 

while they kiffed her hand. She then 
advanced a few fteps, and we were 
fingly prefented by the vice-chancellor 
Count Ofterman, and had the honour 
of kiffing her Majefty’s hand. The 
Emprefs wore, according to her ufual 
cuftom, a Ruffian drefs, namely, a robe 
with a fhort train, and a veft with 
fleeves reaching to the wrift, like a 
Polonaife ; 
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Polonaife; the veft was of gold bro- 
cade, and the robe was of light green 
filk; her hair was dreffed low, and 
lightly fprinkled with powder: fhe 
wore acap fet thick with diamonds, 
and had a great deal of rouge. Her 
perfon, though rather below the mid- 
dle fize, is majeftic, and her counte- 
nance, particularly when fhe fpeaks, 
exprefies both dignity and fweetnefs. 
She walked flowly through the draw- 
ing-room to her apartment, and entered 
alone.” 

Speaking of the court of Ruffia, he 
fays, ‘* The richnefs and fplendour of 
this court furpaffes all the ideas which 
the mott elaborate defcriptions can fug- 
geft. It retains many traces of its an- 
cient Afiatic pomp, blended with Eu- 
ropean refinement. An immenfe reti- 
nue of courtiers always preceded and 
followed the Emprefs; the coftlinefs 
and glare of their apparel, and a pro- 
fufion of precious ttones, created a 
fplendour, of which the magnificence 
of other courts can give us only a faint 
idea. The court drefs of the men is 
in the French fafhion: that of the la- 
dies isa gown and petticoat, witha 
fmall hoop; the gown has long hang- 
ing fleeves and a {hort train, and is of 
a different colour from the petticoat. 
The ladies wore, according to the fa- 
fhion of the winter 1777 at Paris and 
London, very lofty head-dreffes, and 
were not {paring in the ufe of rouge. 
Amidft the feveral articles of fump- 
tuoufnefs which diitinguifh the Ruffian 
nobility, there is none perhaps more 
calculated to ftrike a foreigner than 
the profufion of diamonds and other 
precious ftones, which fparkle in every 

art of their drefs.” 

Speaking of thetr nobility, Mr. Coxe 
fays they are diftinguifhed for their 
hofpitality towards foreigners. 

«© We were (adds he) no fooner pre- 
fented toa perfon of rank and fortune, 
than we were regarded in the light of 
domeftic vifitants. Many of the no- 
bility keep an open table, to which 
one invitation was confidered as a ftand- 
ing paflport of admifiion. The only 
ceremony neceflary to be obferved on 
this occafion, was to make inquiry in 
the morning if the matter of the houfe 


dined at home; and‘ if he did, we, 
without further ceremony,’ prefented 
ourfelves at his table. The oftener 
we appeared at thefe hofpitable boards, 
the more acceptable guefts we were 
efteemed; and we always feemed to 
confer, inftead of receiving an obliga- 
tion. 

‘<¢ The tables were ferved with great 
profufion and tafte. Though the Raf. 
jians have adopted the delicacies of 
French cookery, yet they neither af- 
fect to defpife their native difhes, nor 
fqueamifhly reject the folid joints 
which chara¢terife our repafts. The 
slaineft, as well as the choiceft viands, 
were collected from the moft diftant 
quarters: I have frequently feen at the 
fame time fterlet from the Volga, veal 
from Archangel, mutton from Aftra- 
chan, beef from the Ukraine, and 
pheafants from Hungary and Bohemia. 
‘Their common wines are chiefly claret, 
Burgundy, and Champaigne, and I ne- 
ver tafted Englith beer and porter in 
greater perfection and abundance. Be- 
fore dinner, even in the houfes of 
perfons of the firft diftin¢tion, a fmall 
table is fpread in a corner of the draw- 
ing-room, covered with plates of ca- 
viare, dried and picked herrings, 
fmoked ham or tongue, bread, butter, 
and cheefe, together with bottles of 
different Agueurs; and few of the com. 
pany of either fex omitted a prelude 
of this kind to the main entertainment. 
This practice has induced many tra- 
vellers to relate, that the Ruflians 
{wallow bowls of brandy before din- 
ner. What are the ufages of the vul- 
gar in this particular I cannot deter- 
mine; but among the nobility I never 
obferved the leait violation of the moft 
extreme fobriety: and this cuftom of 
taking /igueurs before dinner, confi- 
dering the extreme fmallnefs of the 
glafies ufed on this occafion, isa very 
innocent refrefhment, and will not 
convey the fainteit idea of excefs. In- 
deed the Ruffians in no other wife dif- 
fer from the French in this inftance, 
than that they taite a glafs of igueur 
before their repaft, while the latter de- 
fer it till after dinner.” 

The manner in which eminent per- 
fons fpend their time being an _— 

oO 











See 


286 LITERARY REVIEW. May 


of great curiofity and importance to 
mankind, we cannot omit Mr. Coxe’s 
account of the diftribution of the hours 
of the day by the prefent Emprefs of 
Roffia: 

«* Her Majefty ufually rifes about 
fix, and is engaged till eight or nine 
in public bufinefs with her fecretary. 
At ten the generally begins her toilet; 
and while her hair is dreffing x, the mi- 
niflers of ftate, and her aid-de- camps 
in w aiting, pay their refpects and re- 
ceive their orders. Being dreffed 
about eleven, fhe fends for her grand- 
children the young princes Alexander 
and Conitantine, or vifits them in their 
own apartment. Before dinner the re- 
ceives a vifit from the Great- Duke and 
Duchefs: and fits down to table rather 
be fgre one. She has alwaysscompany 
at dinner, ufually about nine’ perf nS, 
confiiting of the generals and lords in 

waiting, a lady of the bed-chamber, a 
maid of honour, and two or three of 
the Ruffian nobility, whom fhe in- 
vites. ‘Their Imperial highneffes dine 
with her three times in the week, on 
which days the party is encreafed to 
eighteen perfons. The lord of the 
bed-chamber in waiting, who always 
fits oppofite to the Emprefs, carves one 
difh and prefents it to her; an atten- 
tion, which after having once polite- 
ly accepted, the afterwards difpenfes 
with, Siar! Majetty is remarkably tem- 
perate, and is feldom at table more 
than an hour. From thence fhe retires 
to her own apartment; and about three 
frequently repairs to her library in the 
Hermitage. At five fhe goes to the 
theatre*, or to a private concert; and, 
when there is no court in the even- 
ing, has a private party at cards. She 
feldom fups, generally retires at half 
paft ten, and is ufually in bed before 
eleven.” 

In accounts of Ruffia, we always 
look with avidity for anecdotes of its 
legiflator Peter the Great. Mr. Coxe 
has been at fome pains to gratify this 
curiofity. He draws this character of 
Peter: 

A royal hiftorian has juftly ob- 
seal of Peter, that he compenfated 


the cruelties of a tyrant by the virtues 
of a legiflator. We mutt readily allow 
that he confiderably reformed and ci- 
vilized his ful eéts; that he created a 
navy; that he new-modelled and difci- 
plined his army; that he promoted the 
arts and fciences, agriculture, and com- 
merce; and laid the foundation of 
that glory which Ruffia has fince at- 
tained. But, inftead of cryt ing out in 
the language of panegyric, 

Erubefce, ars! Hic vir maximus tibi nihil debuit: 
Exulta, natura! Hoc itupendium tuum eft: 

We may, on the contrary, venture to 
regret, that he was not taught the lef- 


fons of humanity; that his fublime 


and unruly genius was not controlled 
and improved by proper culture; nor 
his favage nature corrected and foften- 
ed by the retinements of art. And if 
Peter failed in enlightening the mafs 
of his fubjeéts as muchas he withed, 
the failure was pri incipally occafioned 
by his own precipitate temper, be the 
chimerical idea of introducing the arts 
and fcrences by force, and of per form- 
ing in amoment what muft be the gra- 
dual work of time; by violating the 
eftablifhed cuftoms of his people; and, 

in contradiGtion tothe dictates of 
found policy, requiring an immediate 
facrifice of thofe prejudices which had 
been fan¢tified by ages. In a word, 

his failure was the failure of a fuperior 
genius wandering without a guide; 
and the greateft eulogium we can juftly 
offer to his extraordinary chara¢ier, is 
to allow that his virtues were his own, 
and his defects thofe of his education 
and country.’ 

The commonly received opinion of 
Peter’s averfion to the water, Mr. 
Coxe itrongly reprobates, and fays, he 
feems always to have expreffed a ftrong 
attachment to that element. Of the 
feverity ef his charaéter, Mr. Coxe 
gives this remarkable inftance :. 

“* Tt is a well-known fact, that Pe- 
ter was accuftomed to affift at the exa- 
mination of the prifoners who were 
accufed of high treafon; that he would 
be prefent at the tortures inflicted upon 
them, in order to force confeffion; 
that he would frequently attend at 

their 


* An Italian opera; a fet of Ruffian and another of French players were, in 1778, maintained 
at her Maijeity’s expence, at which the {peCtators were admitted gratis. 
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1785. 
their execution; that he would fome- 
times himfelf perform the office of 
executioner; and would occafionally 
confign that tafk to his favourites and 
principal nobles. Korb relates, that, 
foon after the infurrection of the Stre- 
litz in 1698, Peter fcornfully re- 
roached many of the nobles who trem- 
led at being compelled to behead fome 
rebels, adding, ina ftrain of fangui- 
nary juftice, * that there was no vic- 
tim more acceptable to the Deity than 
a wicked man 
Mr. Coxe confirms the generally re- 
ceived account of Catharine’s afcen- 
dency over her hufband, Peter. ‘This 
woman, who had beena peafant, could 
approach him when no one elfe durit, 
and was the mediatrix between the fu- 
rious monarch and his fubjects. He 
would, it feems, frequently give or- 
ders for the execution of a criminal 
when fhe was abfent, for fear fhe 
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fhould plead in his favour. Yet, alas 
after behaving fo nobly during Peter’s 
life-time, when leit to herfelf, fhe 
became a different nerfon. Mr. Coxe 
fays of her, during her fhort reign, 
that her life was very irregular. She 
was extremely averfe to bufinefs; would 
frequently, when the weather was fine, 
pafs whole nights in the open air, 
and was particular ly intemperate in 
the ufe of ‘Tokay, in which the often 
indulged herfelf to excefs. Mr. Coxe 
tells us, that fhe could neither read 
nor write, and that her daughter ufed 
to fign her public aéts for her.—Of 
her perfon he fays, ‘‘ that fhe was un- 
der the middle fize, and in her youth 
tlelicate and well formed, but inclined 
to corpulency as fhe advanced in years. 
She had a fair complexion, dark eyes, 
and light hair, which the was always 
accuftomed to dye with a black colour.” 
(To be continued.) 


Obfervaticns on the Animal Economy, and on the Caufes and Cure 


By Fobu Gardiner, M. D. Prefedent of the Royal College of Phyfi- 


cians, and Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinbur ‘gh. 
(Concluded from page 198.) 


IN the feventh feétion the author 
treats Of the Cholera. And here he 
enters pretty largely into the confidera- 
tion of the effects of excefs of heat 
upon the body. Upon this difeafe the 
author’s obfervations agree fo much 
with thofe of the generality of phyfi- 
cians, that it would be altogether fu- 
perfluous to lay a detail of them before 
the reader. 

Section the eighth. Of che Bilious, 
Remitting, and Intermitting Fever. ‘Vhis 
fever, Dr. Gardiner obferves, appears 
and hence has 
received different appellations. He is 
of opinion, however, whatever its va- 
riations may be, that it univerfally 
originates from the fame caufe, and is, 
in reality, at all times, one and the 
fame difeafe. ‘The exacerbations and 
remiflions are accounted agreeably to 
the theory laid down in the fubfequent 
feétion. 

In treating of the cure, the author 
gives fome ufeful cautions concern ng 
venefection in fevers of this ki nd; in 
which, unlefs the fyr mptoms of in- 
Gammation tun high, it 1s never to be 





employed. Thefe cautions are fol- 
lowed by many judicious remarks 
upon the operation and exhibition of 
antimonials, in thefe diforders, and in 
febrile affections in general. 

When the inflammatory fymptoms 
abate, and the fever puts on the inter- 
mittent type, the Peruvian bark is to 
be adminiftered; and cordials, anti- 
fpafmodics, and antifeptics are to be 
had recourfe to when the powers of 
life begin to decline, the ftrength of 
the patient to be exhaufted, and the 
fluids to become putrid, Ww ith regard, 
however, to the action of antifeptics ; 
the author’s ideas are fomewhat differ- 
ent from thofe of moft cthers of the 

rofeffion. It is generally fuppofed 

that they dire¢tly correét and put a ftop 
to the putrefcency by their operation’ 
vpon the fluids themfelves! this no- 
tion the Doétor rejects, and adopts 
one which is much more confiitent 
with reafgn and with phytiology. He 
is of opinion that —. 1% ion is Chiefly 
upon the prime vie, which they cor- 
roborate, and by corroborating them, 
invigorate and fix ection the whole 
{yilem; 
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fyftem: and thus, mediately or indi- 
rectly, arreft or prevent the putrefac- 
tion of the fluids; their primary ope- 
ration being, in this manner, upon the 
folids. 

The ninth and laft fection treats Of 
Intermittents. After having defervedly 
cenfured thofe phyficians who are fond 
of multiplying the fame difeafe into 
almoft endlefs fpecies and varieties, 
and of giving to each of thefe a pecu- 
liar name; the author proceeds to ex- 
plain the manner in which marfh miaf- 


mata enter into and operate upon the 


human body: and in doing this he 
unfolds to the reader, more complete- 
ly than he had before done in any of 
the preceding fections, his own doc? 
trine concerning the proximate caufe 
of fevers. 

He fuppofes that the marfh miafma, 
as he had before obferved of other con- 
tagions, is fwallowed with the faliva 
into the ftomach, and that it there 
acts as a ferment upon the fluids con- 
tained in the ftomach, the coats of 
which are, in confequence, fo much 
irritated, as to pour out mucus for 
their glands preternatural both in quan- 
tity and quality. When this mucus, 
or, as the author terms it, febrile fti- 
mulus, is accumulated to a certain 
quantity, it fo irritates and diforders 
the ftomach and by fympathy the whole 
body, as to occafion the phenomena 
attendant upon the cold flage, during 
which the febrile ftimulus, lodged in 
the prime vie, is gradually abforbed; 
till, at length, it is fo fufficiently re- 
moved as to no longer difturb, in any 
great degree, the ftomach and the reit 
of the fyttem: the caufe, therefore, of 
the cold fit being thus removed, the 
effect, the cold fit itfelf, neceffarily 
ceafes, the warmth of the body re- 
turns, the pulfe from being weak be- 
comes full and ftrong, and the vifage 
from pale becomes red, 4. e. the hot 
fit comes on, being the confequence 
of a plethora induced by the abforp- 
tion of the mucus from the alimentary 
canal, and of the fluids from other ca- 
vities of the body into the blood.’ And, 
now, the cuticular pores, which, du- 
ring the cold fit had been conftriéted, 
are relaxed by the i:cat which the body 


has acquired: hence a fweat appears, 
which, together with the urinary dif- 
charge, carrying off the fluids which 
had been abforbed into the veffels, re 
moves the plethora, and coadianendy 
puts a ftop to the hot fit which de- 
pended upon or confifted in that ple- 
thora. 

Nothing has perplexed phyficians 
more than to account for the periodi- 
cal returns of the paroxyfms in inter- 
mittent fevers. The author of the 
srefent work attempts the explanation 
in the following manner: ‘ By the 
time (fays he) the fweating ftage is fi- 
nifhed, I have fuppofed the acid flu- 
ids in the alimentary canal, on which 
the febrile ftimulus depended, to have 
been fo far carried of by abforption, 
that what remained gave little or no 
difturbance to the fyitem. Although 
an intermiflion takes place, yet, as the 
fecretions in the prime vie continue in 
the fame morbid ftate, it ‘s reafonable 
to fuppofe, that the acrid fluids will 
again collect, after a certain interval, 
to fuch a quantity as fhall be capable 
of renewing the paroxy{m. This re- 
turn, however, of the fit with fo much 
regularity, in twenty-four or forty- 
eight hours, as is commonly obferved, 
has, next to the acceffion itfelf, a. 
ways been the moft unaccountable cir- 
cumftance attending an intermittent. 
But, when we ferioufly confider the 
great uniformity of Nature in all her 
operations, it is eafy to conceive, that 
near an equal quantity of bile and of 
the gaftric fluids will be fecreted in 
equal times; and when the patient gets 
over thofe irregular returns of the pa- 
roxyf{ms which fometimes accompany 
an intermittent at its commencement, 
and the difeafe comes to aflume the 
regular type of a quotidian, tertian, 
or quartan, then we fay, that twenty- 
four, forty-eight, or feventy-two hours 
muft elapfe before that quantity of 
fluids neceflary to bring on a paroxyfm 
can be fecreted, or, that they can ac- 
quire by ftagnation and heat the de- 


gree of acrimony requifite to produce 


that effect.” 

For a confirmation of this theory 
we are referred to the confideration of. 
the cperation and efieéts of the medi- 

cines 
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cines ufed in the cure of thefe and 
other fevers. From fuch confideration 
it will appear that thofe medicines 
which cleanfe the prime vie, which 
diminifh the preternatural irritability 
in the fyftem, which correct the con- 
tents of the inteftinal canal, and laftly, 
which give tone and ftrength to the 
whole body, are the medicines which 
remove thefe difeafes, and that they 
effeGuate this end by throwing the fe- 
brile ftimulus out of the body, or by 
defending it againft the a¢tion of fuch 
of the ftimulus as may remain within it. 

In enumerating the remedies which 
are to be employed for the removal of 
intermittents, the author makes parti- 


° . « 
cular mention of the Peruvian bark, 


and prefents us with feveral ufeful ob- 
fervations relative to its exhibition in 
thefe cafes. , 

The remainder of the fection con- 
fitts of remarks on the ufe of aftrin- 
gents, opiates, and antifpafmodics in 
intermittent fevers; and with thefe re- 
marks, together with a few prophy- 
lactic obfervations, the whole of the 
work is brought to a -onclufion. 

Thus have we endeavoured to lay 
before our readers fome account of Dr. 
Gardiner’s book. ‘The theory which 
is delivered in it concerning the proxi- 
mate caufe of intermittents and other 
fevers in general is, it will be feen, 
entirely new. From its fimplicity the 
author flatters himfelf that it is enti- 
tled to the notice of, and deferves fome 
credit amongft medical men. 

That the ftomach is, as the author 
throughout the whole of his work has 
attempted to fhow, the grand feat of 
difeafes, that itis the part which, in 
mott febrile diforders, is primarily af- 
fected, that it is fo fympathetically 
connected with the whole fyftem that, 
when it is difturbed, the reit of the 
frame is foon afterwards deranged, 
many circumftances feem ftrongly to 

rove: and although the objections 
which the Doctor has brought againft 
the general opinion, that contagion 
enters by the lungs into the blood, be 
not fufficient to prove that it 1s zmpo/- 
fable that infe€tion fhould be received 
in that way: yet it cannot be denied 
that there is the greateft probability 
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and the fulleft prefumptive proof, that 
the contagious particles are admitted 
into the Howiach, and that they do 
there operate in the manner which has 
been defcribed. 

At the fame time, however, that 
this is faid, it muft be confeffed, that 
this theory which the Doétor has ad- 
vanced, is, like all others which have 
preceded it, liable to many objections. 
The abforption of the collecied mucus 
from the prime vie during the cold 
ftage, and the fuppofed confequent 
plethora during the hot fit, fome, per- 
haps, will call in queftion or even deny: 
and, it may be urged, that if this the- 
ory were true, every phyfician would 


“have it in his power to prevent, in any 


cafe whatever, the paroxyfms, either 
entirely or in part, by evacuating the 
ftomach and inteftines of the febrile 
ftimulus accumulated in them, juft bee . 
fore the time of their ufval acceffion. 

Thefe, and fuch like objections, it 
is true, may be oppofed to the theory - 
of the author. ‘They are not, how- 
ever, of fuch a nature as to affeé it 
very materially: and, upon the whole, 
when we reflect upon the faéts on 
which it is founded; when we revert 
to the arguments by which it is fup- 
ported; and, above all, when we con- 
fider its great fimplicity, and the eaf 
and {fatisfactory folution which it af 
fords of many of thofe morbid phe- 
nemena which have hitherto fo much 
confounded and perplexed the moft di- 
{cerning phyficians: when all thefe 
circumitances are feverally and duly 
revolved and weighed in our minds, 
we fhall perceive that this theory does 
credit to the penetration of him from 
whom it proceeds, and we fhall rea- 
dily allow that, however imperfeét it 
may be, it is far lefs exceptionable 
than any of thofe which, on the fame 
fubject, have appeared before it. 

As for the work in general: from 
the account which we have given of 
its contents, the reader will fee that. 
the fubjeéts of which it treats are the 
moft important of any in medicine. 
Throughout the whole of it are dif- 
perfed many valuable phyfiological and 
practical obfervations. In particular 
feveral curious fa&ts are mentioned from 

Pp the 
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the Medical Annotations of Sir John 
Pringle, bequeathed (on condition of 
non-publication) by him to, and now 
depofited in the oy of the Edin- 
burgh College of Phyficians. Of Sir 
J. Prin le’s writings Dr. Gardiner, in- 
deed, feems to be exceeding fond, and 
his partiality in this refpect, almoft 
extends to a cenfurable length, 
Perhaps the author in fome of his 
explanations has had too much recourfe 


to fympathy; and it may appear a 
little ftrange, that he fhould have 
thrown out fo much blame in his pre- 
face = theorizing men, and yet 
have afterwards theorifed very freely 
himfelf. 
Allowing for typographical errors, 
the ftile is, in general, fufficientl 
correct. In one or two parts there is 


not fo much perfpicuity as might have 
been wifhed. . , . 


Art, CXVUI. The Life of Thomas Cranmer, Archbifbop of Canterbury. By 
William Gilpin, M. A. Prebendary of Salifbury, and Vicar of Baldre, in New Fo 
refi, near Lymington. 8vo. 38. 6d. Boards. Blamire. 1784. 


THIS ingenious writer is already 
well known, not only by the Lif of 
Bernard Gilpin, his anceftor, but alfo 
by lives of feveral of the firft reformers 
and early proteftants*, which are held 
in juft eftimation. ‘The prefent publi- 
cation will not detract from his merit. 
He enters, however, with diffidence 
on his office, fince, as he obferves, the 
character of Cranmer has been equally 
the fubject of exaggerated praife, and 
undeferved cenfure; the latter from the 
Papifts, the former with the Proteftants. 
‘This author’s defign is to give an im- 
partial account; for, as he properly 
remarks, ‘* Every caufe in which truth 
is concerned, is the bettér for having 
all things but truth fifted from it.” He 
adds, and we believe with juftice too, 
on the prefent occafion, ‘* we fhall not 
eafily find a character that can allow 
deduGtion fo well.” 

Cranmer was not merely diftinguifh- 
ed by his capacity and his rank, but 
alfo, and chiefly, by the critical, ha- 
vardous, and remarkable period in 
which he lived. In more eafy times, 
many a perfon might fit in that chair, 
which he fo eminently filled, who 
would fink to the grave iA peace with- 
out much notice or regret. But to 
Cranmer the eyes of the world were 
directed : the times marked him out: 
it required all the ability and virtue, 
all the faith and piety, a human being 
can be fuppofed to poffefs, to perfe- 
vere, through every oppofing difficulty, 
with integrity, benevolence, and ho- 
nour. We fhall not wonder then, fince 
he was a human being, if there are in- 


ftances in which he failed; though it 
muit be acknowledged, fome are of a 
kind that will admit very little to be 
faid in their vindication. His bio- 
grapher, while he venerates his memo- 
ry, as we think a good man muft, 
deals very fairly in relating his errors, 
and at the fame time offers fuch pleas 
as fituation and circumftances prefent 
for their alleviation, 

The condué of Dr. Cranmer, in the 


earlier parts of his life, and inferior } 


ftations, was fuch as became the ftu- 
dent, and befpoke the man of worth, 
His temper mild and pleafing, yet {tric 
in the obfervance of rectitude and or- 
der, and his attention bent to the real 
improvement of himfelf and others, 
That he had formed to himfelf views 
of the ambitious kind does not appear ; 
nor was it very likely, if he had an 

fach, that they fhould be gratified, 
The firft opening to his farther ‘ad- 
vancement feemed like a mere inci- 
dental circumftance. He was occa- 
fionaily at the houfe of a gentleman, 
at Waltham, with whom Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Gardiner (afterwards Bifhop of 
Winchefter) were lodged. "They were 
at that time in the retinue of the King 
(Henry VIII.) who came to the place 
ona journey. ‘The converfation turn- 
ed on the fubjeét of the divorce, which 


.the King had fo much at heart, and 


refpecting which he found fo much 
diffimulation and obftruction from the 
court of Rome. Then it was that 
Cranmer accidentally, as it fhould 
feem, made the propofal of collecting 
the opinions of the different univerfi- 

ties 


* Latimer, Wycliffe, &c» 
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ties of Europe, and being determined 
by them. ‘This was carried to the 
King, who approved it warmly. It 
is well known that Cranmer was him- 
{elf employed on the embafly, which 
anfwered according to their wifhes. 
This was the fure road to prefer- 
ment: Dr. Cranmer fpeedily faw him- 
felf at the head of the Englifh church. 
But it ought to be added, that it was 
a diftinStion which he deferved: he 
had qualifications and virtues which 
were fitted to the ftation. It is fur- 
prizing, that a prince, haughty, ca- 
pricious and defpotic, as Henry cer- 
tainly was, fhould- have preferved an 
attachment to this wife and worthy 
prelate: yet he maintained it to the 
laft: it was among the beft things that 
could be faid of him, that he refpedted 
this bifhop’s merit, and defended him 


' againtt all his enemies. 


Dr. Cranmer was almoft from the 
beginning of life friendly to the prin- 
ciples of the reformation. _Whenatcol- 
lege, he ranked himfelf in the clafs of 
men commonly known by the name 
of Scripturi/ts. In farther life, he be- 
came more fully perfuaded of the er- 
rors and tyranny of popery, and more 
clofely united to the proteftant caufe. 
His time, his abilities, his influence, 
his purfe, were all employed to ad- 
vance religion and virtue, to encou- 
rage learning and learned men, and 
promote the real benefit of mankind. 
How noble, how amiable does he ap- 
pear, while in different methods he 
profecutes fuch good purpofes! 

* But great and worthy as he was, his 
virtues had their fhades, if they were 
not fometimes wholly eclipfed: the 
part which he took in the divorce of 
Queen Catherine is furely not defenfi- 
ble. “ It is with concern (fays Mr. 
Gilpin) that we fee a man of Dr. Cran- 
mer’s integrity and fimplicity of man- 
ners, a€ting fo much out of character, 
as to compound an affair of this kind, 
if not with his confcience, at leaft with 
all delicacy of fentiment; and to pa- 
rade through Europe, in the quality of 
an ambaffador, defending every where 
the King's pious intentions.” Yet there 
may be fomething, perhaps, in the fol- 
lowing zpology: “* But the caufe ani- 


mated him. With the illegality of 
the King’s marriage he endeavoured 
virtually to eftablifh the infufficiency 
of the Pope’s difpenfation; and the 
latter was an argument fo near his 
heart, that it feems to haye added me-~ 
rit to the former. We cannot indeed 
account for his embarking fo zealoufly 
in this bufinefs, without fuppofing 
his principal motive was to thea his 
country from the tyranny of Rome, to 
which this ftep very evidently led. So 
defireable an end would, in fome de- 
gree, he might imagine, fanttify the 
means.” 

Poflibly it might be fo.—Yet it 
feems beft to okinvindas at once, 
that this is both bad logic and bad di- 
vinity. And here we find another dif- 
ficulty; fince fuch was his defire to 
weaken the papal influence, it may be 
farther afked, =e came he to take the 
oath of fidelity to the Pope at his con- 
fecration? ‘This has olin been al- 


‘ledged againft the archbifhop: ‘* His 


friends, however (Mr. Gilvin obferves) 
fuppofe they fufficiently apologize for 
his behaviour, by remarking, that he 
made his exceptions openly, without 
any mental refervation, and that he 
fully fatisfied thofe, who were empow- 
ered to adminifter the oath. Yet, af- 
ter all, it was rather trifling with what 
he efteemed facred, and does not per- 
fe&tly harmonize with that unequivo- 
cal probity generally attributed to him. 

We are too foon called again to the 
fame reflections, by the fad cataftrophe 
of Ann Bolleyn. ‘The Archbifhop, 
during the former part of this iniqui- 
tous and myfterious bufinefs, was di- 
rected, by an order from the King, ta 
keep his houfe at Lambeth: but when 
it ferved his purpofe, Henry intros 
duced him as an attor. And we are 
furprifed, as Mr. Gilpin juftly adds, 
to finda man of the Archbifhop’s cha- 
ra¢ier, fubmitting, in any fhape, to be 
an actor in fo complicated a fcene of 
barbarifm, cruelty, abfurdity, and ins 
juftice.—The.whole, in fhort, has the 
appearance of a difhoneft fubmiffion to 
a tyrant’s pafligns, and we can apolo- 
gize for it only as we have done fox 
fome other of this prelate’s compli« 
ances, by fuppoling that his meeknefs 
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was violently borne down by the King’s 
impetuofity.—Indeed, it is farther ob- 
ferved, the plenitude of a King’s pow- 
ver was never fo deeply impreffed on 
the minds of men, as in this reign; 
though it took, in future reigns, as far 
as fuch jargon can do, a more fyftema- 
tic form. The wox Dei, which was 
‘afterwards too freed) a oe to iffue 
from the people, was however now 
fuppofed to iffue folely from the throne. 
When, therefore, we find thefe great 
condefcenfions to a prince, in men of 
‘eminent chara¢ters, we mutt not mea- 
fure them by the liberal notions of 
later times, but muft make fome al- 
Jowances for thofe high ideas of king- 
ly authority, which prevailed in thofe 
periods in which they lived. In ano- 
ther place, the author obferves, in be- 
half of Dr. Cranmer, that his mild- 
nefs and fimplicity were unequally 
matched with the impetuofity of Hen- 
ry; who having no fcruples of his 
own, confidered little the fcruples of 
others. To this may be added, that 


‘ the wee thought hirnfelf ftrongly 


attached by gratitude to his prince. 
And, indeed, the errors of this excel- 
lent perfon, as we fhall have other oc- 
cafions to obferve, were lefs owing to 
the temptations of vice, than to the 
weaknefs of fome unguarded virtue.” 
Thus does Mr. Gilpin plead for the 
prelate: it would be unjuft, as may 
appear from the fhort extracts we have 
given, not to own that he alfo freely 
cenfures him. One argument above 
fuggefted, is, we apprehend, often 
mifunderftood or mifapplied; we mean 
that of gratitude; an excellent virtue, 
which ought to be carefully cherifhed; 
but if, on account of favours confer- 
red, it is fuppofed that perfons are to 
fubmit to what is criminal, or to act 
againft judgement and confcience, a 
compliance in fuch refpects is no lon- 
er gratitude, but mean, fordid felf- 
intereft, and the moft abject flavery. -- 


-We mutt, neverthelefs, admit, that 


there is fome -ftrength in the confidera- 
tions which our biographer propofes. 
If they do not exculpate, as certainly 
they cannot, they foften and palliate. 
The more, however, we read concern- 
ing courts and courtiers, in former or 


later days, or obferve what paffes in 
our own time, the more we find our- 
felves obliged to accede to the truth of 
Dr. Tillotfon’s remark; that it is 
hardly poflible to ftep over the threfhold 
of a court, and remain an honeft man. 

From thefe rather unpleafant views 
of the primate’s conduct, let us turn 
to others which are more honourable: 
his general character was that of piety, 
mildnefs, and benevolence: his zeal 
was fincere and warm for Chriftian and 
Proteftant truth, fo far as he under- 
ftood the fubject: for, as Mr. Gilpin 
very pertinently remarks, ‘* how far 
the Archbifhop himfelf was enlighten- 
ed, cannot eafily be known at this 
day: his zeal was tempered by pru- 
dence: he might efteem fome concef- 
fions, which others would cenfure, not 
merely juitifiable, but in prefent cir- 
cumftances right and neceffary; and 
regard rhat as obftinacy in refpect to 
them, which others confidered as vir- 
tue: difficult, however, as his circum- 
ftances were, he manifefted a general 
firmnefs in fupport of the reformation, 
and in fome inftances maintained it in 
a very remarkable manner. ‘“ It is 
wonderful, indeed (fays his biographer) 
that he did fo much; for except in the 
matters of fupremacy and tranfubftan- 
tiation, the King and he had very dif- 
ferent fentiments on every topic of re- 
ligion: and the paflfions of Henry, 
thofe gufts of whirlwind, made it dan- 
gerous for any one to oppofe him. 
But the Archbifhop, though he tried 
this hardy experiment <= than 
once, never loft his favour.—In the 
bufinefs of monafteries he ritked it 
moft.” 

His oppofition to the famous at of 
the Six Articles, framed by Gardiner, 
in favour of fome of the more pecu- 
liar articles of the Roman church, was 
worthy and noble: ‘* The good Arch- 
bifhop (fays our author) never appear- 
ed in a more truly Chriftian light than 
on this occafion. In the midft of fo 
general a defection (for there were 
numbers in the houfe who had hitherto 
fhewn great forwardnefs in reforma- 
tion) he alone made a ftand. ‘Three 
days he maintained his ground, and 
baflied the arguments of all oppofers 
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But argument was not their weapon; 
and the Archbifhop faw himfelf obliged 
to fink under fuperior power. Henry 
ordered him to leave the Houfe. ‘The 
rimate refufed. * It was God’s cauie 
(he faid) and not man’s.” And when 
he could do no more, he boldly entered 
his proteft.’—** Such an inftance of 
fortitude (it is added) is fufficient to 
wipe away many of thofe courtly ftains 
which have faftened on his memory.” 

In other circumftances of danger he 
alfo preferved the fame firm and > 
right conduct. In the affair of the 
Earl of Effex, whofe ruin not a fingle 
perfon befide endeavoured to avert, ke 
wrote to the King, united himfelf with 
the falling minifter, and laboured, at 
the hazard of his own fafety, to in- 
fpire his royal mafter with ideas of 
juftice. His integrity and virtue ap- 

ar ftill more eminently in refpect to 
the Duke of Norfolk, who had al- 
ways thwarted the primate’s meafures, 
and oftener than once is faid to have 
practifed againft his life. Henry had 
ordered that the Duke fhould be at- 
tainted by act of parliament, and the 
bill paffed the Houfe with great eafe; 
but the Archbifhop confidered the af- 
fair with horror; ‘ and, although the 
King had in a particular manner inter- 
efted himfelf in this bufinefs, oppofed 
it with all his might; and when his 
oppofition was vain, he left the Houfe 
with indignation, and retired to Croy- 
don.” 

Yet how blended are human cha- 
racters! It appears almoft unaccount- 
able, that this man of meeknefs, fim- 
plicity, and piety, fhould have atted 
the part he did in relation to Joan 
Bocher, and George Paris, who, for 
fome points of fpeculation and opi- 
nion, were both tried and condemned 
to the flake. It was at a time when 
there were no humours or commands 
of an unjuft prince to contend with; 
when farther reformation in religious 
affairs was carrying on with the ap- 
probation of the court; but at this 
feafon, fo favourable, it might he fup- 
pofed, to liberty of confcience, ** the 
Archbifhop not only confented to thefe 
acts of blood, but even perfuaded the 
averfion of the young King (Edward 
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VI.) into a compliance.” Here Mx. 
Gilpin totally and rightly gives him 
up. ‘* There are, however (he fays) 
among Proteftant writers at this day, 
fome who have undertaken his vindi~ 
cation. ButI {pare their indifcretion. 
Let the horrid act be univerfally dif. 
claimed. To palliate is to participate. 
With indignation let it be recorded, 
as what above all other things has dif. 
graced that religious liberty, which 
our anceftors, in moft other refpetts, 
fo nobly purchafed.” 

But it is time to finifh this article. 
The laft fcenes of Dr. Cranmer’s life, 
are what we would almoft with never 
to have heard. He prepared himfelf 
with great firmnefs and ferenity for 
that tae of affairs which he faw 
was taking place on the acceflion of 
Queen Mary, and the fame Chriftian 
{pirit he preferved during his confine- 
ment and other fufferings in the caufe 
of liberty and truth. He never ap- 
peared more truly honourable than 
when the ceremony of degradation was 
performed, when, inftead of his archie- 
pifcopal drefs, he was clad in a plain 
frieze gown, the common habit of a 
yeoman at that time, and had, what 
was then called a towx’s-man’s cap on 
his head. In this garb he was carried 
back to prifon; and who, without in- 
dignation, can hear, that fuch a fel- 
low (no term is too contemptuous for 
one fo hateful) as Bonner, then Bifhop 
of London, was calling after him, 
«* He is now no longer my lord!—He 
is no longer my lord!” 

His behaviour during his imprifon- 
ment was compofed and exemplary. 
But his adverfaries had other defigns 
againft him. Soon after his degrada- 
tion their treatment of him was alter- 
ed.’ He was attended with great ci- 
vility and refpe¢t, elegant entertain- 
ments were made for him, and no [i- 
berty or indulgence denied: to which 
were added a variety. of infinuating 
meafures to engage him to conform to 
the prefent changes in religion. 
«© Among ali the inftances (fays ous 
author) of diabolical cruelty, we fcarce 
find a greater than this. ‘The whole 
rage of the popifh party feemed to be 
centered againft this upright man. i 
o 
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foul they had damned; his body they 
were determined to burn; they wanted 
only to blaft his reputation. With 
this view thefe wicked arts were prac- 
tifed againft him—which fucceeded, 
alas! too well.” We with to draw a 
veil over this affecting event. Happy 
was it for Dr. Cranmer, that repen- 
tance immediately followed his forced 
affent to the tenets of popery. It was 
clearly manifefted, before he knew 
that his death was determined. What 
followed, particularly in the church of 
St. Mary’s, Oxford, can hardly be read 
without the greateft diftrefs. He ap- 
pears in the fulleft and moft public 
manner to have difburthened his con- 
fcience, and after shat, to have met 
the fiery trial even with a chearful fpi- 
ritt a memorable example of human 
frailty and Chriftian virtue! 

Bifhop Latimer, or Bifhop Ridley, 
who, as having more polifhed manners, 
may be fuppofed to come nearer to 
Cranmer, on the whole, appear to be 
fuperior characters. Mr. Gilpin is for 
drawing a comparifon between him 
and Archbifhop Laud. ‘* Both (fays 
he) were good men—both were equally 
geclous for religion—both were engaged 
in the work of reformation.” Many 
seadets will hardly concede all thefe 
points to our author. As far as any 
degree of goednofs can confift with ob- 
ftinate bigotry, blind fuperftition, fe- 
vere and tyrannical oppreflion, Laud 
might come in for a fhare; yet it is to 
be remembered, that one of the great- 
eft among mankind, who had once 
been under the fame influence, fpeaks 
of himfelf, on this very account, as 
the chief of finners, at the fame time 
that he fays, he did it ignorantly, in 
unbelief. Neither would we compare 
Cranmer and Laud as to zeal for reli- 

ion: that of the former was generally 
of the rational and benevolent kind ; 
that of the latter, ignorant and haugh- 
ty, abufive anddeftru¢tive. And as to 
the laft article, in what reformation was 
Laud engaged? unlefs it was to throw 
ys back into the arms of popery, or 
what is as bad, into high-church do- 
minion and arbitrary government? We 
can by no means place Cranmer and 
Laud m'the fame rank; and we ought 

’ i 


to add, though Mr. Gilpin unites them 
in the above particulars, he feems, in 
what he afterwards fays, to intend ra- 
ther a contraft, than a comparifon, 
while he mentions the different temper 
and meafures by which each purfued 
their refpective ends; the one with 
violence and heat, the other with cau- 
tion and moderation, ‘* The confe- 
quence was (it is added) that Laud did 
nothing which he attempted, while 
Cranmer did every thing.” 

We have perufed this volume with 
much fatisfaction, as well as enter- 
tainment. It would be eafy to feleét 


anecdotes and paflages that. would 


amufe our readers. One, as it is not 
very long, relative to Cranmer, -we 
will here infert: ‘* His humility was 
truly apoftolical. He was averfe to 
the founding titles of the clergy; and 
when thefe things, among others, were 
fettled, he would often fay, ** We 
might well do without them.” A fa- 
miliar expreflion of his, on an occa- 
fion of this kind, was often afterwards 
remembered. He had figned himfelf 
in fome public inftrument, as he was 
obliged indeed legally to do, by the 
ftyle of Primate of all England. At 
this the Bifhop of Winchefter (Gardi- 
ner) took great offence; intimating 
that there was no neceflity for that in- 
novation; and throwing out a hint as 
if it were an encroachment on the 
King’s fupremacy. ‘* God knows 
(faid the Archbithop, when he heard 
of the invidious things which Win- 
chefter had faid) I value the title of 

Primate no more than I do the parin 
of an apple.” ‘The expreffion was rd 
terwards often quoted by thofe who 
were difinclined to all dignities in the 
church; which they would call in 
contempt the parings of Cranmer’s ap- 
les.” Many other initances are given 

of hisamiable and worthy fpirit. 
The ftyle of this book is pleafing : 
the materials are judiciouily colleéted, 
and well arranged. ‘The works of 
Strype have afforded great affiftance. 
To Fox’s 4&s and Manuments, Mr. 
Gilpin often has recourfe; and he 
{peaks handfomely of that work, though 
jar trom being an elegant performance : 
*« yet (fays he} they who have exa- 
mined 
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mined this writer with moft accuracy, 
have acknowledged, that although his 
zeal may have led him into fome — 
gerated accounts, where he relies only 
on hearfay, yet in all matters, where 
he appeals to authority, or record, he 
may be fullyvdepended on.” He was 

rincipal corre¢tor to a printing-houfe 
at Bafil (one of the greateft in Europe) 
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and a man of aftonifhing induftry.—~ 
In fine, Mr. Gilpin will certainly 
be efteemed for the candour, the im- 

artiality, and the love of truth and 
liberty, which he difcovers throughout 
the whole of this performance: and 
which he had before manifefted, im 
his former productions. 


Art. CXIX. Scheme for reducing, and finally redeeming the National Debt, 


and for gaining Half a Million of Revenue, by Extinguifbing a Tax. 


Dodiley, &c. 1784. 


THE tax alluded to in this paradox- 
ical title page, is the land-tax, the 
equalizing of which, the author ar- 
gues againft as an unjuft meafure ; that 
would impofe a heavy burden on the 
landholders in the north, while thofe 
in the fouth, by paying lefs than be- 
fore, would put the decreafe into their 
‘own pockets, without anfwering any 
beneficial purpofe to the nation. This 
tax, in its prefent form, he aflirms to 
be no burden on the pofleffors of land, 
but a perpetual rent-charge that is con- 
fidered and allowed for in all purchafes: 
and that all the lands in the kingdom 
changing their owners, upon an ave- 
rage, every thirty years, whether by 
defcent, Cevife, fettlement, or aliena- 
tion, not affecting the argument, there 
are few, 1f any landholders, whofe 
eftates were not fubject to this tax, be- 
fore they came into the poffeffion of 
them. From thefe premifes having 
eftablifhed it as a clear propofition, 
which we will not controvert, that the 
Jand-tax is the undoubted property of 
the publ'c, the fcheme of converting 
it to the public ufe will appear in the 
following paflage: 

«© "The tax produces, or ought to 
produce, more than two millions an- 
nually—any excefs would render my 
plan more produ¢tive, but I will ftate 
it only at two millions. 

** Now admitting this fum of two 
millions to be a perpetual annual rent- 


. charge, iffuing out of all the landed or 


real property of the united kingdoms, 
and payable to the public in preference 
to every other charge, it will follow 
that the public has an undoubted right 
to make fale of this perpetuity, clear 
of every incumbrance. te ink a fale, 
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every individual landholder fhould have 
an opportunity of — the tax 
upon his own eftate, in preference to 
any other perfon, provided it was done 
in atime to be limited; and after the 
expiration of that time, the public at 
large fhould be at: liberty to purchafe, 
either abfolutely or by way of mort- 
gage: and fince eftates are in general 
fold from 25 to 30 years purchafe, it 
may be fairly concluded, that the fale 
of the tax would produce, upon an 
average, at leaft twenty-five years pur- 
chafe, more efpecially as the execu- 
tion of this plan would, toa certainty, 
raife the value of lands not lefs than 
four or five years purchafe. 

** The public purfe would be thus 
at once enriched with a fum of fifty 
millions fterling,, equal to the redemp- 
tion of 834 millions of the three per 
cents. taking the price of the ftock at 
fixty per cent. which exceeds the pre. 
fent price. 

«© The annual intereft of 
834 millions, the debt 
thus redeemed, would be 
extinguifhed, which at 3 
r cent. 1s 23500,006 

** From which, deducting 

the annual amount of the 

land-tax _extinguifhed, 


being 2,000,000 





‘* ‘The annual revenue gain- 
ed will amount to {£. 500,000 
While a plan of redemption remains 
unprovided for, the author obferves, 
that the ftocks will continue to fall 
even lower than they are now, that 
the adoption of any fcheme of re- 
ducing the national debt, would as 
certainly raife them; and without pro- 
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per meafures to prevent fuch a rife, 
defeat the advantages expected from 
this fcheme. To this end, he pro- 
pofes, that the act of parliament for 
effecting a fale of the land-tax, fhould 
declare the price of the laft previous 
transfer of every perfon’s fhare of ftock, 
and fhould be recorded and fixed as the 
par of redemption; leaving all future 
transfers at freedom. 

The half million of annual revenue 
gained, ts to form a finking fund for 
the reduétion of the remainder of the 
debt; and if another half million could 
be added to it, and faithfully applied, 
aided by the excefs of fubfifting taxes 
beyond the annual intereft of the debt; 
Sach a fund would redeem the whole 
debt in forty-one years: an annual mil- 
lion and a half would redeem it in 
Jefs than thirty-four years; and two 
millions would redeem it in lefs than 
thirty years. 

Taking into confideration the very 

t chance of an intervening war, the 
author thinks no redemption ought to 
be undertaken, with a lefs annual fum 
than two millions. If in order to efta- 
blifh fuch a furplus, more money fhould 
be wanted, he obferves, and we beg 
the reader would obferve it alfo, that 
the execution of his plan would clear 
the ground for an equal \and-tax; which, 
at fixpence in the pound, would raife 
at leaft half a million! 


The fixpenny land-tax, it is true, 
is by fuppofition only to be temporary ; 
but when the author has, according to 
his fcheme, fairly /o/d the land-tax to 
the landholder, for twenty-five or thir-' 
ty years purchafe, and when he has in- 
formed us, that at four fhillings in the 
pound, it only amounts to four pence, 
in the northern parts of the kingdom; 
can it bear an honeft afpe¢t, to propofe 
inftantly to load thefe northern pur- 
chafers with a /fxpenny tax for the very 
term that they have juft paid for exo- 
neration from one of four-pence? The 
author, however, does not fee this pal- 
pable injuftice (what name would be 
given to it in private life?) but fur- 
rendering the prefent generation to. 
pillage, adds with great apathy, that 
this tax ** might ceafe at the end of 
thirty years; and if even the neceffities 
of the ftate fhould require its longer 
continuance, yet in that fpace all the 
lands in the kingdom will, at a me- 
dium, have changed their owners, and 
received new pofleffors, and, confe- 
quently, for the reafons before given, 
fuch new poffeffors would not af- 
fected by it.” 

We did not expeé& to arrive at fuch 
a conclufion, when we took up a pro- 
pofal for gaining half a million of reve- 
nue by extinguifbing a tax. 


Art. CXX. A Differtation on Duelling. Publifoed by Appointment, as having 
gained a Prize (May 1784) in the Univerfty of Cambridge. By Richard Hey, LL.D. 
fellow of Magdalen Hall, 8vo. 1s. 6d. Cadell, &c. 


THE decifion of perfonal quarrels 
by fingle combat, with deadly wea- 
pons, in which fuperior ftrength, {kill, 
or even chance, are the only teits ap- 

aled to for the decifion of right (and 
in which the party injured in the firft 
inftance, if reduced to beg his life, if 
irrecoverably lamed, or killed on the 
fpot, is declared to have received fa- 
tisfaétion) is fuch an infult upon com- 
mon fenfe, that it is perfeftly confiit- 
ent to find common fenfe rejected, and 
the practice fupported by a peculiar 
childith code of its own, under the 
name of the laws of honour. 

Were it not that this fpecies of in- 
fatuation fometimes produces fuch fe- 


rious confequences, it might be deem- 
ed a proftitution of the powers of rea- 
fon to argue with thofe who are fubject 
to its influence; but the many fatal 
cataftrophes thus refulting from the 
moft frivolous caufes, frequently prompt 
thinking men to addrefs arguments to a 
fet of Quixottes, on the only fubject 
perhaps that, like the hero of La 
Mancha, difcompofes their intellects. 
If thefe felf-avengers were in general 
found to be men of the cleareft and 
moft extenfive underftanding, and of 
the moft exemplary conduct, their er- 
rors might claim fome degree of re- 
fpect; but men of current honour are 
feldom clofe thinkers; and, generally, 
; form 
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from a diffipated courfe of life; be- 
come fuch fuperficial obfervers, that 
Dr. Hey may be fairly prefumed to 
attack their principles with arguments 
beyond their comprehenfion, even if 
we were to fuppofe them willing to 
attend to his reafoning. It is far more 
natural, however, to fuppofe one of 
thefe gentlemen, after reading .the ti- 
tle, and perhaps a few lines of the 
firft paragraph, to tofs the pamphlet 
from him cavalierly, with ‘* damn the 
collegian, and his differtation too!” 
In brief, this accurate performance 
may be claffed among thofe that con- 
vince every reader, except the very 
people for whofe ufe the author took 
up the pen. 

The law of England views not only 
the combatants, but their feconds, in 
the character of perfons engaged in 
the at of deliberate murder; or, in 
other words, is fo unpolite as to deem 
men of irafcible honour deferving of a 
halter; though, as our author ob- 
ferves, juries are generally too tender 
to beftow this reward on them. But 
fince the fear of difgrace is one of the 
pleas for having recourfe to a duel, 
and fince by miitaken lenity the pre- 
fent law has loft its terrors, it might 
perhaps be of fervice to make fuch 
antagonifts fure of meeting difgrace in 
the moft fearful form at the place of 
combat, whether the actors exhibit 
there a tragedy ora farce. Highway- 
robbery, houfe-breaking, and duelling, 
are all a¢ts of defperation; and we fee 
what is deemed the higheft penalty of 
the law, is too weak to reftrain either 
of them: but there are higher penal- 
ties than death fuited to each of them. 
We well know that robbers would ra- 
ther be hanged at once, than endure a 
life of labour; and the honour of 
duellifts is of fo tender a kind, that 
they will brave both inftant and judi- 
cial death, fooner than endure what 
they efteem difgrace. Suppofe then 
all the parties engaged in a duel, or 
in fending a challenge, were, without 
mitigation, fubjeSted to the pillory, 
and all the future difabilities attendant 
on fuch a fentence, which would re- 
duce the merits of every tranfattion of 
this nature toa fummary iffue; fup- 
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pofe alfo, as in the cafe with perfons 
itanding mute, that the att of flying 
the country were to incur conviction; 
it is probable that very little blood 
would afterward be fhed in affairs of 
honour. 

After having been thus far feduced 
from the immediate confideration of 
this treatife, to engage as auxiliaries 
in its general fubjet, we return to our 
direét duty, by declaring, that though 
the circumftance of gaining a prize 
from competitors is rather an evidence 
of comparative, than of pofitive excel- 
lence, yet this differtation has the real 
merit of containing a full, critical, and 
judicious examination of the princi- 
ples on which the pra¢tice of duels is 
founded and vindicated. 

The fubje& has not that novelty in 
it that will juftify our appropriating 
much room to Dr, Hey’s performance. 
‘To our general approbation of his 
clofe reafoning, we fhall therefore only 
fpecify the heads under which he treats 
it. Thefe are, Duelling confidered, 
with reference to equity between in- 
dividuals; with reference to the good 
order of fociety; to courage; to mag- 
a oe 3 to virtue in general; and 
with reference to honour. In all thefe 
points of view, the abfurdity of duels 
is {hewn with much ability and addrefs. 
We fhall now gratify our readers with 
a detached fpecimen of his ftyle and 
language. 

After a very particular fcrutiny into 
the virtue of courage; and proving 
that degree of it which prompts men to 
duelling, to be of a very low and in- 
ferior kind, the fuperiority of mind, 
termed magnanimity, is defcribed in 
the following citation: 

‘* Magnanimity is feen in over- 
looking fome things as trifles, which 
affect many perfons as evils defervin 
their ferious regard. Whether they 
proceed from accident, from the in- 
attention of the carelefs, from the rude 
impertinence of ay inferior, or the 
mean pride of a fuperior, the great 
mind looks down upon them witha 
cool neglect which difarms them of 
all power to hurt him. We would 
not be underftood to recommend a to- 
tal infenfibiljty under defigned affrontss 
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but there are certainly many appear- 
ances of this kind, which it is more 
manly and noble to pafs by without 
any notice at all. Sometimes what 
has the appearance of an intended af- 
front, is in reality purely accidental ; 
at other times it is owing to nothing 
worfe than inadvertence; and even 
when defigned, it may have fome ex- 
cufe from the heat of paffion, from 
mifapprehenfion, or wrong informa- 
tion. Nay, where none of thefe can 
be urged in excufe for it, ftill there 
is often fo low a degree of bad inten- 
tion, fo little virulence exifting in the 
mind of the perfon offending, that, if 
the offended perfon could but look in 
the other’s breaft without the inter- 
vention of any deceitful medium, he 
would be furprifed to find how fmall 
the object was which had formed fo 
large a picture upon his imagination. 
Now it is a property of this greatnefs 
of foul which we are contemplating, 
that it enables a man to enter fimply 
and with eafe into the feelings and 
paffions of others, without difcovering 
any thing worfe in thofe paflions when 
direéted againft himfelf, than when 
directed againft an indifferent perfon. 
By his enlarged conception, he com- 
prehends the whole of mankind in one 
view, and fees himfelf only as a fingle 
individual among that vaft multitude. 
‘© How will the captious and quar- 
relfome bear the teft of a comparifon 
with this character? Does any one 
pride himfelf upon the maxim of ne- 
ver putting up an affront? It is not 
the maxim of a great mind. What is 
a fingle perfon, that he muft require 
all others, in every fituation, in the 
eagernefs of bufinefs, in the career of 
pleafure, in the abfent moment of di- 
—' care, in the dejected feafon 
of grief and melancholy, to be always 
fo guarded and fo attentive to Aim, as 
to be guilty of nothing which can be 
conftrued into an affront? A tranf- 
greffion of etiquette, a haughty look, 
a particular emphafis in pronouncing 
words otherwife harmlefs, are offences 
againft the majefty of a felf-important 
being, fuch as cannot be paffed over 
unnoticed. ‘They muoft either be im- 
mediately expiated with blood; or, if 





fome of the flighteft kind are not 
judged to require fo fevere an atone- 
ment, they are at leaft carefully re- 
giftered in the memory, that, if fur- 
ther occafion offers, they may be 
brought to account. And when a per- 
fon has been fo unhappy as to irritate 
a captious man, by a number of thefe 
minute offences which are fcarcely ca- 
pable of being eftimated or defcribed ; 
it is fometimes thought neceflary by 
the offended perfon to put a direct and 
unequivocal affront upon the original 
offender, for the mere purpofe of 
bringing matters to extremities. 

«© Where is the magnanimity of all 
this minutenefs and precifion, im ex- 
acting whatever a man thinks to be 
due tohim? ‘Though we fhould al- 
low that he does not exact any thing 
more than what in ftrictnefs is his due; 
yet, to act upon fuch a fyftem as this, 
is to forget the univerfal imperfection 
of every thing human, and to fet up 
one’s /elf as an object to which the 
world is required to pay an attention 
greater than it pays, or can be expect- 
ed to pay, to the generality of indi- 
viduals. 

** But let us now imagine a great 
and fubftantial injury offered; fuch 
that no man can be fuppofed infenfible 
of it without a sepeaneh upon his feel- 
ings, and fuch as both the fafety of 
the individual and the good of the 
public require to be punifhed, in or- 
der to prevent a repetition of it. That 
duelling is totally improper as the 
means of reparation or punifhment, 
with refpeé both to the individual and 
the public, we have attempted to fhew 
in the firft and fecond parts of this 
differtation. Therefote the only en- 
quiry here is, how far it is agreeable 
to true greatnefs of mind, to fight a 
duel from the mere impulfe of refent- 
ment, diftinét from all rational views 
of reparation, or an equitable and ufe- 
ful punifhment. 

** Refentment, thus feparated from. 
every good motive, is no other than 
the mere fpirit of revenge: which is 
entirely the vice of a little mind, and 
a direct contraft to that generofity of 
fympathy which prompts us to rejoice 
in the happinefs of others, and to 
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17856 
weep over their diftrefs. Revenge may 
fuit the confined and abject notions of 
a favage, who lives in a ftate of per- 
petual war with men and brutes, and 
whofe higheft ideas of happinefs and 
glory rife not higher than to victory 
overanenemy. But a civilized edu- 
cation teaches men, with the abfurd 
exception only of thofe cafes in which 
the reputed point of honour is con- 
cerned, to fupprefs every indication of 
this paffion, to lay afide all ferocity 
of manners, to fhew a forwardnefs in 
conferring favours, and an abhorrence 
of committing an injury, nay even to 
exprefs a conitant attention to the in- 
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terefts and the feelings of others, ftu- 
dious at the fame time to betray no 
anxiety about their own. And it is 
aftonifhing to fee men, who, in their 
ordinary behaviour, demonttrate a great 
and generous turn of mind, recurring 
fuddenly, for a fingle purpofe, for a 
fingle action, to the mean and con- 
temptible principles of the untutored 
barbarian.” ; : 

In conclufion, the vicious propenfity 
to duelling would not require to be 
expofed in this elaborate manner, if 
affairs of honour were not treated with 
too much refpect in the criminal courts, 








THE ENGLISH THEATRE, AND REGISTER OF PUBLIC 
ENTERTAINMENTS. 


COVEN T- 


April 2. ' 

HE comedy of Fafhionable Levi- 

ties, written by Mr. Macnally, 

author of Robin Hood, Retaliation, 

&c. was performed for the firlt time at 

this theatre: the charalers of which 
were reprefented as follow : 


Alidear Mr. Henderfou. 
De Courcy (alias Well- 

bred) Mr. Lewts. 
Douglas Mr. Wroughton, 


Sir Buzzard Savage Mr. Quick. 
Robin Mr. Edwin. 
Cheaterly (a gambler) Mr. Farren. 
Colonel Staff Mr. Wewitzer. 


Clara Mrs. Martyr. 
Grace Mrs. Wilfon. 
Widow Mrs. Bates. 
Honour Mrs. Webb. 
Conttance Mrs.T. Kennedy, 
Muflin Mifs Platt. 
Lady Buzzard Mis Younge. 


The fable of this comedy is full of 
thofe intricacies, that are neceflary to 
keep the mind in a itate of fufpence. 
The following is a fketch of the plan. 
—Sir Buzzard, rather advanced in life, 
from pecuniary connections with a fa- 
mily, of what is commonly called xoble 
blood, is inveigled into marriage with 
one of its relatives, a young lady edu- 
cated in the true {pirit of fafhion; mu- 
cual diflike enfues from different mo- 
tives; the wife from being married to 


GARDEN. 


a man fhe has no affeétion for; the 
hufband from being wedded to a woe 
man whofe extravagance diflipates his 
fortune, he emerges in the follies of 
the turf, and fhe in the /ewitres, cards, 
drefs, equipage, and even ftrongly bor- 
dering on incontinence; from the lat. 
ter, they are both the dupes of a gam- 
bler, who, in courfe of cards, getting 
both in his power, demands their joint 
intereft to favour his pretences to Con- 
ftance, niece and ward to Sir Buzzard 
{previoufly enamoured of De Courcy) 
with whom he isto {hare her fortune 
on marriage, as likewife to cancel a 
debt of honour with her ladyfhip of 
200]. the agreement of both unknown 
to the other. De Courcy, equaliy 
attached to Conftance, but addi¢ted to 
the like folly of gambling, is fleeced 
by the fame gambler; butin the courfe 
of his diftrets, though he courts every 
tranfient amour, preferves his faith in- 
violate to Conftance; his appearance 
and levity fucceflively engage him in 
intrigues with Lady Savage, her cham- 
bermaid, and the widow, from a de- 
tection in which he generally efcapes 
by the dramatic fubtertuge of; a clober, 
but is, in the end, after many impe- 
diments, rewarded with the hand of 
Conftance, when his fortune is better- 
ed 2qQ00l. a year, and his name changed 


to Wellbred by the comcenieut death of 
Qq2z an 
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an uncle.—The counterpart of the plot 
arifes from Alldear, a philofophic left-. 
off tradefman, attached to the inno- 
cent Clara, daughter of a deceafed 
friend, to whom he becomes the vo- 
luntary guardian and expectant huf- 
band; but anxious for her improve- 
ment in the dead languages, having 
engaged a Scotch officer, difguifed as 
a tutor, to inftruct her, is fupplanted 
by the Caledonian, who learns her lef- 
fons of love inftead of grammar. Co- 
lonel Staff alfo, in parfait of the wi- 
dow, or rather her fortune, after an 
aukward carried on fiege, is Hymene- 
ally tied. 

. Many of the fcenes require the au- 
thor’s attention towards a better con- 
nection being preferved; fome of them 
fhould be confiderably abridged; thofe 
in the firft act arein particular too long. 
Much comic effect is diffufed through 
the piece; but the author has too free- 
dy indulged himfelf in giving indeli- 
cate points. ‘The difapprobation of 
the audience to the paflages we allude 
to will be an ample ftandard to remedy 
this and the other defects by; and we 
doubt not but he will avail himfelf of 
the criterion. ; 

Several of the thoughts were xou- 
welle and judicious; and were received 
with deferved favour.—The perform- 
ers were in their refpective parts very 
meritorious. Mr. Lewis was volati- 
lity, fpirit, and fafhion m the higheft 
degree, and to his able reprefentation 
the author owes much. ‘The fame 
may be faid of Mifs Younge; fhe 
played with the utmoft fuccefs, and 
was drefled with great elegance. 

‘The prologue was ably fpoken by 
Mr. Wrovughton, and the epilogue had 
a very forcible effect from the pointed 
delivery of Mifs Younge. It con- 
trafted the manners of our anceftors 
with modern refinements, and con- 
cluded with a compliment to her Ma- 
jetty. 

‘ April12. The new opera of The 
Nunnery was brought forward at this 
theatre: the characters and fable are 


as undermentioned: 
Captain Banner Mr. Fobnftone. 


Forage ri Mr. Quick. 
Peter: Mr, Edwin. 


Father Ambrofe Mr. Fearon, 
Officer of the police Mr. Davies. 
Friar Mr. Darley. 
Mrs. D’Arcy Mrs. Kennedy. 
Selina Mrs. Banuifter. 
Terefa Mrs. Martyr. 
Abbefs Mis Platt, 
FABLE. 


Captain Banner, an Englifh officer, 
during a fhort refidence at ‘Tournay 
in the Auftrian Netherlands, becomes 
enamoured of Selina, the niece of Mrs. 
D’Arcy.—He fuddeniy receives orders 
while here, to join his regiment at 
Gibraltar; and ‘takes his departure 
without receiving any proof that his 
addreffes are acceptable to the obje@ 
of his paffion. 

The drama comniences with a feene 
of Captain Bannetr’s return. Upon 
his landing, he determines to bring the 
affections of Selina to trial; and in 
that refolution difpatches Forage, his 
° > - 
fervant, who relates to her a fabri- 
cated ftory of his death. The concern 
fhe appeats in upon hearing this intel- 
ligence, 1s unpleafing to Mrs. D’Arey, 
whofe defign is to have Selina united 
with her fon Henry, at this time on 
his travels.—To avoid this alliance, 
Selina flies to a convent, entrufting her 
maid Terefa only with the fecret.— 
Captain Banner hearing of this refolu- 
tion, contrives by means of Peter, the 
porter of the convent, to have a letter 
conveyed to Selina. The agitation 
fhe is in on reading this epittle, is 
fuch, that the abbefs difcovers the 
contents; and by that means comes at 
the knowledge of Mrs. D’Arcy, who 
is in confequence ‘made acquainted 
with the tranfa¢tion.—It is ‘here ne- 
ceffary to remark, that by the will of 
Selina’s father it is decreed, that on 
condition fhe choofes a religious life, 
one moiety of her fortune is to be 
applied to the benefit of the Nunnery 
to which the retires, and the other to 
defcend to Mrs. D’Arcy’s fon. ‘This 





confideration ftimulates Mrs. D’Arcy | 


and the abbefs to ufe means to retain 
Selina in the convent; and to enforce 
their entreaties, Father Ambrofe, the 
confeffor of Mrs. D’Arcy, is direéted 
to vifit her. This intention being 
difcovered by Captain Banner, he af: 

: fumes 
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fumes his habit; and by means of Te- 
refa is enabled to deliver the letter of 
introduétion, which had been intend- 
ed forthe real confeffor, Peter, the 
porter of the convent, affifts in this 
project. Banner has, in confequence, 
an interview with Selina in the abbefs’s 
apartment, but is fhortly interrupted 
by Father Ambrofe, who difcovers the 
ftratagem, and proceeds to alarm the 
convent. Banner prevents him, and 
afterwards fucceeds in prevailing on 








the good father to unite him with Se- 
lina. At the clofe of the ceremony,' 
he attempts to efcape, but is ftopped 
by fome officers of the police. He is 
charged with feducing a novice from 
the cloifter, and marrying her; but it 
being at the fame moment announced 
that the Emperor has juft publifhed an 
ordinance, by which all religious 
houfes are declared open; they are fer 
at liberty, and a general reconcilia~ 
tion takes place. 





MR. PARKE’S CONCERT, 
Ancient Mufic Rooms. 


THE Concert confifted of a very 
elegant affembiage of vocal and inftru- 
mental performances; amongft thefe, 
we muft notice Mr. Parke’s beautiful 
oboe concerto; the fecond movement 
of which, equally-difcovered his fcien- 
tific tafte and inftrumental fkill. Mrfs 
Parke played one of Clementi’s fona- 
tas on the piano forte, in a moft bril- 
Kiant ftyle; we muit obferve on this 
compofition that it is of matterly con- 
itru¢tion, and full of difficult paffages, 
but more a treat to the cognofcenti than 
to a.miicellaneous audience.  Piel- 
tain’s concerto on the violin was exe- 
cuted with great neatnefs, and was 
upon the whole a pleafing unaffected 

erformance. ‘The charming Seftetto 
of Bach’s, in. which Mifs Parke and 
the Mefirs. Pieltain, Shield, Paxton, 





and Parke combined their powers, was 
a deleétable feaft to the amateurs. 

The vocal pieces were the two fol- 
lowing glees : ** Come live with me,” 
&c. and Dr. Cooke’s “ In the merry. 
month of May.” Mr. Reinhold hav- 
ing left behind him the parts of Han- 
del’s fong ‘* Nace al bofeo,” &c. fung 
the Invocation to the Spring. Mifs 
Parke acquitted herfelf with great 
{weetnefs in one of Sarti’s airs; but 
particular praife is due to Mr. Harri- 
fon for the expreflive and pleafing 
ftyle in which he fung his fecond air 
of ** From glaring fhow,” &c. Upon 
the whole, the friends of Mr. Parke 
teftified the utmoft fatisfa¢tion at the 
judicious felection with which they 
were prefented, 








HANOVER-SQUARE CONCERT. 


April 6. THE firft piece was Abel’s 
admirable overture, which, being in 
his beft ftyle, can be equalled by tew. 
Mifs Chanu fung ‘* Dolce weta,” &c. 
with expreffion, but in the rondeau, 
*© Nel partir bell’ idol mio,” by Bach, 
fhe difcovered very fuperior power and 
elegance. Tenducci alfo fung two 
divine airs, with great tafte and ex- 
preflion. Correlli’s eleventh concerto 
had every juftice done to it. Gari- 
boldi gave the fecond movement great 
force, by his able performance on the 
double bafs. Baumgarten’s new con- 
certante was played with great effect: 


no other proof of excellence of the 
performance need be given, than the 
mention of the names of Mefirs. Cra- 
mer, Blake, Cervetto, and Fifher. In 
refpeét to the compofition, it is full 
of f{cience and ingenious conftruction. 
Mr. Salomon played a concerto on the 
violin, with every claim to approba~ 
tion. The concert clofed with a fym- 
phony of Haydn’s, and to fay a word 
of his merit in this work, would be 
placing him on a level with other 
matters, whilft every note in the com- 
pofition gives him a fuperior plea to 
diftinction, 

We. 
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We ate happy to compliment the 
mpanagers of this concert, on the proofs 
they continually give of their difpofi- 





April 
tion to prefent the fubfcribers with 
every novelty in their power. 








MASQUERADE INTELLIGENCE, 
OPERA-HOUSE, 


THIS fpot was fitted up in a mot 
fuperb ftyle for the reception of the 
teafques. Party-coloured lamps dif- 
pofed with great fancy, tranfparent de- 
vices, elegant Italian girandoles, and 
artificial pannels, all combined to the 
decoration of the place. 

The company was the moft gentcel 
we ever remember at a mafquerade. 
It was a convention of dominos, broke 
by a few light fancy dreffes, worn 

ladies, and a very fmall portion of 
characters. Men of fafhion and ladies 
of frolic made up the aflembly. The 
Prince, Duke of Queenfberry, Lord 
Jerfey, Colonel Lake, Mr. W. Lake, 
Mr. Brady!, Captain Conway, Colonel 
‘Tarleton, Major Hanger, Sir John 
Lade, &c. with the Mefdames Benwell, 
Smith, Fifher, and Seymour; Clara, 
Maria, and the entire cherubim of 
King’s-Place, headed by the Aierarch, 
Mrs. Windfor. Lord T hung on 
the Prince’s arm, ftrangely arrayed. 








He called himfelf the favourite beauty 
of the Emperor of Morocco. An old 
woman with gingerbread. A lady in 
reprefentation of night, covered with 
3 black veil and ftars. Two dancing 
negro women. A Carmelite monk. 
A hunched-back barber, and two or 
three others of an inferior ftamp. Mr. 
L——x was without either domino or 
mafk; but notwithftanding his want of 
drefs, he was confidered as the greateft 
charafer pretent. 

A good country dance band was pro 
vided, but the parties who figured in 
were very limited in number. 

The fupper confifted of a plenteous 
fupy-ly of curious difhes, all very ex- 
cellent; confeétionary and paftry in 
abundance, and wines of the beft fla- 
vour in avariety, that included moft 
of the French and other vintages. ‘The 
utmoft fatisfa¢tion was expreffed at this 
midnight fete, and the order in which 
it was ferved. 








OPER A- 


April 2. Firft night of the new 
comic opera La Finta Principeffa, or 
the Sham Princefs. 

We were by no means difappointed 
in the expectations we had framed of 
Signor Cherubini’s abilities as a com- 
oa His cayp d’effat, as it was hum- 

ly ftiled in the operatical bill of fare, 
eile a complete mafter-piece. We 

ave, indeed, from the overture to the 
end of this compofition, an ample field 
for great and merited encomium; but 
as brevity is the foul of wit, we.alfo con- 
fider it as the eflence cf judicious 
praife. In deference to this opinion, 
we fhall only point out thofe parts of 
the mufic which met with pointed ap- 
plaufe; fuch as, in the firft aét, L’Onda 
Placida, and Quel amabile Vifino, both 
fung by Franchi. ‘lhe air 4ltezze 


Excellentifima, by Vafco, end the finale, 


HOUSE. 
the beft produétions of the kind that 


ever gave brilliancy to a comic opera. 
In the laft a&t we were particularly de- 
lighted by Tafca’s fong, in caricature, 
Idol mio fe tu non vivi, a true chef d’au- 
wre of comic compofition, greatly en- 
hanced by the delivery of the aétor, 
and only equalled by the exertions of 
Signora Dorta, in the airs 4 tanto amore 
and Come potcfti ingrato Core. ‘The en- 
tertainments of the evening concluded 
with that beautiful ballet Don Juan, 
the reprefentation of which made the 
whole performance a delicious treat, 
both for the eyes and ears of a very 
numerous audience, whole inceffant 
plaudits are the beft comment on the 
merit of the refpective compofers. 
April 16. ‘The opera of Artaferfe, 


confefiedly the beft production of Me- 
taftafio, was received this night, for 
the 
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the purpofe of introducing to the mu- 
fical world the new tenor, Signor Ba- 
bini. ‘The reception he met with from 
a very numerous and brilliant audience 
was equally flattering and merited. 
Though this performer cannot be faid 
to pofiefs a very great compafs of voice, 
this defect is fupplied by a tafte and 
manner of finging fuperior to that of 
any of his predeceffors in that walk; 
add to this a good figure, a ftyle of 
acting feldom met with on the Italian 
ftage, ever true to the feeling of the 
character he reprefents; and we fhall 
have conveyed an idea, though ttill 
very imperfect of the merit of Signor 
Babini. It is impoflible, for inftance, 
to conceive any .thing equal to the 
manner in which he delivered his firft 
fong Del mio paterno affetto. How me- 
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lodious! how affecting! His plaintive 
accents made eve Set fympathize 
with the diftreffed father of Arbaces. 
The cry of encore was unanimous; in< 
deed he richly deferved to have the 
fame compliment paid to him through- 
out the whole performance. Signor 
Crefcentini was better than ever, and 
he went through the fong 44! non fai 
qual Pena Sia, with fo much pathos, 
that he made the forrows of Arbaces 
congenial to the breaft of every perfon 
prefent. Signora Ferrarefe, now near- 
ly recovered from her long illnefs, 
was all we could wifh in Mian died. As 
to the mufic, the overture was received 
with pointed applaufe, and Signor Che- 
rubint convinced us, that he is equally 
judicious in compiling, as he is com- 
mendable for original compofition. 











INCREASE OF 


N Monday the 11th inft. Mr. Pitt ftated 

in the Houfe of Commons that the interett 

of the public debt (when the whole of it fhall 

have been funded and provided for) together with 

the probable expences of the peace eftablifhment, 

will amount to 14,400,000]. 

The net produce ot the Taxes for 
the quarter ending 5th of January, 


1785, was 25738,000 


- Ditto for the quarter ending sth of 





April 3,066,000 





£+ 5,804,000 
The produce of the two correfpond- 


ing quarters in the preceding year 
was to the 5th of January 1784 


2,585,000 
To the sth ot April, 1784 


25 198,000 





£,+ 41783,000 

The produce, therefore, of the taxes in the 
laft fix months, was above a million more than 
their produce in the correfponding fix months of 
the preceding year, and the produce of the fin- 
gle quarter, ending the sth of -April lait, was 
nearly $70,000!. more than that of the corie- 
fponding quarter 1784. In this fum are in- 
cluded about 190,000]. the produce of the taxes 
Jaid on the lait year; the remaining fum of 
680,000l. is the encreafed produce of the taxes 
which fubfifted previous to the lait feffion. It 
is likewife to be obferved, that the produce of 
the cuftoms in the lait quarter, was confidera- 
bly more than double their produce in the cor- 
refponding quarter of the laft year. This con- 
fiderable increafe of the revenue muft, in a great 
meafure, be owing to the many regulations 
which have been eftablifhed fince Mr. Pitt has 
been in office, and principally to thofe bills 
which he introduced into parliament laft year, 


for the. prevention of {muggling. The effect of 


eae 


THE REVENUE, 


thefe regulations, exclufive of the affiftance 
which the revenue may receive from others of a 
fimilar nature, encourages us to entertain a 
well grounded hope, not only that the income 
of the country may become equal to the payment 
of the intereit of our national debt, and the ex- 
pences of the peace eftablifhment, but that it 
may afford a contiderable furplus for the dif- 
charge of the national debt. For let us fuppofe 
that the two next quarters produce, each the 
fame fum, which the laft quarter did, the in- 
come of the year, ending Michaelmas, 1785, 
will then ttand thus: 





The quarter ending Jan. 5, 1785 2,738,000 
Ditto, April 55 3,066,000 
The two remaining quarters 6,132,000 





Total  § 12,936,00@ 
To this fum muft be added the 
produce oi the land-tax, and 


annual malt tax 2,450,000 





£. 14,386,000 

This produce of all the taxes is fufficient for 
the intereft of the public debt, both funded and 
unfunded, and for the expences of a peace eft 
blifhment. 

But, if we look beyond the prefent year, and 
eftimate our annual income,, by the lait quarters 
it will ftand thus : 
Annual produce of taxes 


12,264,000 
Add produce of land and malt-tax 


24450,000 





Total £.14,714,000 
which leaves a furplus of 300,000]. a year fo- 
wards the difcharge of the national debt. 

But if we fuppofe that the produce of the two 
remaining quarters of the prefent year bears the 
fame proportion to the produce of thofe already 
paiied, which the correiponding quarters of wr 

I 
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laft year did to each other, the amount of the 
taxes of this year will be 12,600,000l. to this 
muit be added for the land and annual malt 
24x 2,450,0001. and our whole iricome will be 
¥5,050,0001. which leaves 650,000; furplus for 
2 tinking fund. 

If the two remaining quarters bear the fame 
proportion to the laft quarter, which thefe quare 
ters did to each other in the preceding years 
the produce of all the taxes will be 16,240,000l. 
which leaves a {urplus of 1,840,000l. for a fink- 
ing fund. 

The produce of all the taxes, exclufive of the 
fand and malt tax, for the year ending Michael 
Mas, 1784, was 10,400,000). tlie increafe of 
the revenue this year, upon the moft untavour- 
able calculation, will be a million and a half: 
there is goud reafon to believe that it will be 
canfiderably more. 

From the above ftatements it appears that 
there is the ftrongeft reafon to hope that next 
year a real finking fund for the actual difcharge 
ef the national debt will be eftablifhed, and 
that this falutary meafure may be adopted with 
the addition only of thofe few taxes which may 
be neceffary for the fmall loan of the prefent 
year, and for the funding the remaining part of 
the unfunded debt. 

In the above account, the produce of the new 
houfe duty is not included, as none of it has yet 
been received; this duty cannot amount to lefs 
than 500,000]. a year, which muft more than 
counterbalance any accidental diminution which 
there may be in any of the taxes in a fubfequent 
quarter. 

Thus far the minifterial ftatement, which 
will be itill farther illuftrated by reference to the 
following papers which are now lying upon the 
table of the Houfe of Commons, for the perufal 
of the members. 

‘An account of the produce of the feveral taxes 
impofed by an act of the laft feffion of parlia- 
ment, as far as the fame can be made up; di- 

















On the additional duty on hack- 


ney coaches 4,800 © o 
On additional ftamps fince rit 

Sept. -—— 113,411 © O 
On 2,300l. per week, letter” 

money — 43,700 0 9 





-2g1,109 10 © 
Memorandum. Befides &: iahie 
above duties; for payment of 
annuities granted in the year 
1784, the duty on coffee has 





produced 232 2 6 
Exchequer 15th day of 
April, 1785. JOHN HUGHSON. 


An account of the totals of the net produce 
of all the taxes, from Chriftmas eve, 1783, to 
the sth day of April; 1784, and from Chrift- 
mas eve, 1784, tothe 5th day of April, 1785. 
ne MP SARA AS. 

otal tothe sth April, 1784 £ 419,915 © 6% 
Total to the sth April, 1785 990,209 14 7 

S E. 


EXCI 

Total to the sth April, 
1784 -_-- £,. 1,292,420 3 6 

Total to the sth April, 
1785 _— 15312,61z 6 10 


aan " STAMPS. 
otalto sth April, 1784 f. 222,421 17 4 
Total to 5th April, 1785 320,336 0 0 
dias INCIDENTS. 
otal to sth April, 1784 £. 263,419 3 10 
Total to sth April, 1785 373,097 16 8F 
Total of Cuitoms, Eacite, waee , 
Stamps, and Incidents, 
to 5th April, 1784 
Grand total of Cuftoms, Ex- 
cife, Stamps, and Inci- 
dents, to the 5th April, 
3785 —_— 
Exchequer, the 15th day 
of April, 178s. 


2,198,006 ¢§ 2% 


3,066,255 18 2 
JOHN HUGHSON, 














ftinguifhing the produce of each tax. An account of the totals of payments into the 
1784. £- s. d. Exchequer, by the Receiver-general of the Cuf- 
Received on the duty on filk and toms, from Lady-day, 1780, to Lady-day, 
 Jead 13,415 12 4 1785, both inelufive. 
On paper fince 11th day of Aug. 3,235 12 Oo 1780 £+ 254955270 5 2 
On candles fince 1ft of Aug. 46,168 2 6 1781 — 2,627,643 4 15 
On general licences fince yoth 1782 ——s 25636,530 15 2% 
Sept. ; 42,082 © O 1783 — 2,983,574 2 4t 
On 15!. per cent. fince 11th 1784 a 2,654,757 7 2 
Aug. ; 1,012 0 0 175 —_—~ 39719,405 6 > 
On linens and ftuffs fince 2d O&. 3,085 © o For WILLIAM MELLISH, Efg. Rec. Gen. 
On bricks and tiles fince 2d T. MILLS, 
” Sept. — 20,170 3 8 
ree. © ae peg Ri Em or a | rome See sw OD CRS 
LENT ASSISES. 
ie ia following lift of felons capitally convit- Warwick 15 7 Leiceiter 21 
ed'on the refpective circuits, exhibits a Exeter 17 6 Thetford 7 ft 
firiking picture of the vice of the prefent age. Winchefter 16 6 Lancafter .6 14 
The firft column of figures fhowg the number Shrewdbury 4I_ § = Satifbury 14 0 
fentenced; the fecond, thofe left for execution Norwich © 4 Dorchefter 5 @ 
at each place.—Where there is no figure the Nottingham 8 4 Bedford 2 0 
mumber could not be afcertained. Derby § 3 Reading 2 @ 
Kingtton 21 g Worcetter c.f York 7 3 Coventry 3 0 
Lincoln iz g Huntipgdon 1 1 Chel msford Oo 2 ‘Taunton 6 0 
Glouceiter 16 g Lewes ¢ 2, Ayleibury 3 2 Hereford 10 0 
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Cambridge 3 2 Chefter ro 
Bury 7 2 Stafford 

Montgomery | 2 Ludlow ¢ Maiden. 
Northampton 6 1 Oakham 


The ifland to which the conviéts, fentenced 
to be tranfported to Africa, are to be conveyed, 
is faid to lie in the middle of the River Gam- 
bia, about fixty miles from its enterance into 
the ocean. This fpot is totally uninhabited. 
Captain Moore, who explored the courfe of the 
Gambia as far as the great waterfalls, 100 
leagues up the country, {peaks of this ifland as 
twenty miles in Length, and from five to feven 
in breadth.—Towards the eaft end it rifes into 
a hill of confiderable height, and is finely co- 
vered with wood. The foil is remarkably fer- 
tile, and wants nothing but cultivation to be- 
come productive in all kinds of grain. In the 
woods are found great plenty of cocoa-nut trees 
and cheftnuts. As it ftands in the 13th degree 





MONTHLY CHRONOLOGY. 


3°95 
of N. Latitude, the heat in the months of July 
and Augutt is very great; and towards the Equi- 
nox they experience frequently dreadful ftorms 
of thunder and lightening. The country on 
each fide of the river is peopled by warlike Ne- 
ro nations, who facrifice to their idol deities 
uch white men as fall into their hands, and 
whofe bodies they devour, which will prevent 
their deferting from the place allotted for them. 
That tranfportation even under thefe circum- 
ftances will have much effect in deterring from 
crimes which the terrors of an ignominious 
death cannot prevent, is not very probable. 
While our police is direéted to the punithing 
rather than fo the prevention of crimes, it is in’ 
vain that our prifons are fo often emptied into the 
grave. At prefent a few only of the moft atro- 
cious offenders are to be fent to the coaft of Afri- 
ca: the tran{fportation of the reft is fufpended. 
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Tuurspay, March 24. 

ARLY this morning a fire broke out at 

the houfe of J. Ward, gent. at Rhos-Fawr, 
near Llanfair, Montgomeryfhire, when all were 
in profound fleep. A tenant lived in one part 
of the houfe, whofe fervant maid was firft 
alarmed by the raging of the flames, juit time 
enough to wake her miftrefs, who was fick, 
and whom fhe carried upon her back out of the 
houfe. Befare fhe could alarm her mafter, or 
Mr. and Mrs. Ward, the who'e building was in 
a blaze, which was entirely coniumed to afhes, 
together with the owners and tenant. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ward were far advanced in years, and the 
tenant who perifhed with them, is fuppofed to 
have been fuffocated in his fleep.—The corn, 
cattle, and out-buildings, being at a diftance, 
efcaped the conflagration. 

FRIDAY, 2¢. 

Henry Jones and Matthew Price, two theriff’s 
officers, were executed at Monmouth, for the 
wilful murther of Richard Jones, of Tregare, 
an old man, upwards of 70 years of age, whom 
they were conducting under arreft to Monmouth 
jail. It appeared upon the trial that they had 
broke two of his ribs, and beat him fo inhu- 
manly that he died under their hands. 

SUNDAY, 27, 

Being Eafter-Sunday, the fame was obferved 
at court as a high feitival. At one o’clock their 
Majefties, preceded by the heralds and purfui- 
vants went in ftate to the Chapel-Royal, and 
heard divine fervice and a fermon, which was 
preached by the Rev. Dr. Vincent,’ Sub-Almo- 
ner; Lord Oxford carried the fword of ttate; 
after which their Majefties received the facra- 
ment from the hands of the Bifhop of Cheiter 
(who affifted for the Bifhop of London) affitted 
by the Sub-Dean, and made the ufual offering. 

In the evening a man was decoyed into a 
houfe of ill fame, in Clement’s-lane, near 
Butcher-row, where he was robbed, and after- 
wards ftabbed in feven different parts of the 
body, by a perfon ftiling himfelf the hufband of 
the proftitute, who decoyed the unfortunate inan 

Lonp. Mac. April 1785. 


in. The cry of Murder! being given, a num- 
ber of perfons affembled round the door, by 
which means both the man and the woman were 
taken into cuftody. 

Monpay, 28. 

This afternoon, at five o’clock, a dreadful 
fire broke out in thé houfe of Earl Spencer, at 
Wimbledon, which, for want of water, entire- 
ly deftroyed the houfe, and the moit valuable 
part of the furniture. Many of the pictures 
were faved, The ftate chariot of the celebrated 
John Duke of Marlborough was among other 
antiquities that became victims to the flames. 
It was in this carriage that he brought the 
Marefchal Tallard, the French general, when 
he fell into the hands of the combined army, 
after the celebrated battle of Oudenarde. The 
Duke’s difpatches on that occafion are worthy 
of record, as they were exceeding fhort and la- 
conick : 

«« We have fought and conquered, and I have 
the French general, Monfieur le Marefchal Tal- 
lard, at this time with me in my chariot. Let 
my royal miftrefs be immediately acquainted 
with thefe particulars, and expe€t more as foon 
as poffible.”’ ; . 

The paper on which the above was written, 
was the back of the dire€tion of an old letter to 
the Duke, and it was written on a drum head, 


. or, as others fay, on a foldier’s back. 


The houfe was built by Sarah, Duchefs of 
Marlborough, the great grandmother of the pre- 
fent lord, and coit thirty-cight thoufand pounds, . 
befides the furniture, library, &c. 

The accident, it feeims, was occafioned by 
the carelefInefs of fome of the women fervants, 
who left fome linen too near the fire in the 
laundry. 

Faipay, April 1. 

The winter feafon, to date it from the fir 
fall of fnow in O&tober laft, to that which fell 
yeiterday, has already lated tive months and 
twenty-four days, or one hundred and ieventy- 
fix days in all, reckoning from the 7th day of 
Otober, on which the firft fall of fnow hap- 


Rr pened. 
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ned. If we except about twelve days at the 
ce end of January, the whole of this period 
has been froity and inowy; fuch another initance 
has not occurred in the memory of man in this 
ifland. 

Fripay, 8. 

William Herbert was committed to Reading 
jail, charged on an inquifition taken the fame 
day at Letcombe Regis in Berks, with the wil- 
ful murther of his own fon, a lad about fourteen 
years of age. It appears that Herbest had fent 
the boy on an errand to Letcombe Regis, and 
on his ftaying longer than he thought necefflary, 
he went in fearch of him, threatening to mur- 
ther him. ‘The boy, who had been long ill, 
had ttopped in a barn to reft himfelf about half 
way nae! patsy which he had left but a few 
minutes when the father came up with him, 
itruck him feveral times, and drove him on be- 
fore him: when they got near Letcomb, he 
knocked him down by a blow on the head, took 
him by the heels and dafhed him againft the 
manele and then threw him to a confiderable 
diftance. Two men at work in an adjoining 
field, feeing the tranfaétion, san and took up 
the boy, who lived but afew moments. ‘Fhey 
then purfued the father who attempted to efcape, 
and properly fecured him. 

MonDAy, Il, 

Was executed at the new gallows, before the 
debtor’s door in the Old-Bailey, William Hig- 
fon, for the wilful murther of his fon, Jofeph 
Higfon. 

TuEsDAY, 1&2 

The feffion ended at the Old-Bailey, when 
22 convicts received judgement of death: 18 
were ordered to be tranfported: 20 fo be kept 
to hard labour in the houfe of correction: 15 to 
be whipped; and 14 difcharged. 

"FurspDAy, 19. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved for 
leave to_ bring in a bill to amend and explain an 
aét paffed in the 24th year of the reign of his 
prefent Majefty, impofing a duty on printed and 
itained cottons, linens, &c- but to repeal fo 
much theseof as related to plain cottons and 
tuftians. 

Tuespay, 26, 

John Thompfon was executed before New- 
gate, purfuant to his fentence, for breaking into 
the houfe of Mrs. Wells, and attempting to mur- 
ther her. 
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IRELAN D. 
Dublin, March 24. 


HIS day his Grace the Lord Lieutenant 

went in ftate to the Houle of Peers, and 
gave the royal affent to the following bills: 
Great duty bill; loan bill; for the advancement 
of trade; Poft-Office bill; fugar bill; tobacco 
bill; hawker’s and pedjar’s bill; duty .on li- 
cences; duty on carriages; corn bill; coffee bill; 
malt bill; qualification bill; Dublin entries for 
the Royal Exchange; 40001. to the linen manu- 
facture; goocl. Proteftant charter fchools; 
10001. Dublin Society; 3z0ool. for buiiding pub- 
lic offices; 50me@l. Foundling hofpitals; soool. 
tor building churches; 10001. Hibernian ichool; 
$6ocl. to the heute of iaduitry; roool. Marine 





Society ; to take away the challenge to the array 
of pannels of jurors for want of a knight on tri- 
als, in whieh a peer or lord of parliament is 
party; to prevent dilapidations on church lands ; 
Nenagh road bill. 

When the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons 
of Ireland prefented the money bills for the royal 
aifent, he addrefled the Duke of Rutland ia 
the following words : 

“© May it pleafe your Grace; 

‘“* No fyitem of government or ef com- 
merce can be fecure or permanent which is not 
founded in juftice; of this truth the hiftory. of 
every great empire affords fufficient proofs, none 
more than the Britifh: but however evident in 
theory this truth may have been at all times to 
thinking men, it feems to have had little in- 
fluence upon the councils of nations, till within 
thefe few years, when experience, dearly pur- 
chafed, had removed thofe prejudices which 
mifled their underftandings, and opened their 
_ to their own intereft. From that period 

is kingdom has gradually raifed her head and 
extended her views; her conittitution ‘has been 
reftored, and her foreign commerce liberated 


from thofe chains which held it in bondage >. 


but ftill the reformation was imperfect, one of 
the moft important articles itill remained unfet- 
tled—the commercial intercourfe between Great- 
Britain and this kingdom. Your Grace has wite- 
ly recommended to the attention of parliament, 
an equitable adjuftment of that communication 
for the mutual advantage of both kingdoms. 
The Commons entered upon that difficult bufi- 
nefs with alacrity, and profecuted it with ar- 
dour; and there is reafon to expect that their 
exertions will be crowned with fuccefs, through 
the wifdom of his Majefty’s councils, and the 
liberal principles which have been adopted by 
the legiflatures of both kingdoms, The great 
revolution which has taken place in America, 
and the confequent changes in the commerciah 
policy of Europe, muit give a new direction to 
commerce; the fituation of this country, fo fa- 
vourable to navigation, affords reafonable hopes 
that aconfiderable portion of it may be diverted 
into this kingdom; but this advantage, and our 
late acquifitions, however valuable, will avail 
us little, if we do not exert our indufiry at home, 
and eftablith an opinion abroad, that our people 
are at peace among themfelves, and obedient 
to the laws. This is the critical moment, if 
we- neglect it, and donot not feife the opportu- 
nity before the current of trade has got inte a 
fettled channel, we fhall probably lament our 
conduct when it will be too late, and fall back 
tnto that banguid, abject, and infignificant ftate, 
from which we vainly flatter ourfelves we had 
efcaped. If fuch fhall be our misfortune, it 
cannot with juitice be imputed to the neglect 
of the Commons; they have endeavoured with 
Jenity, But firmnels, to give vigour ‘to the laws, 
to faristy and calm the minds of the people, and 
to encourage them te induftry. The happy ef- 
fects of thefe meafures are already vifible, and 
I truft will foon refcue the reputation of the na- 
tion from thofe foul calumnies which have not 
only difgraced her character, but obftructed her 
improvement. Notwithitanding the vanety and 
importangs of thef. objects which have engaged 

4 a a the 
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the attention of the Commons, they fave not 
yet been unmindtul of their duty to his Majeity 
or to the public in other refpeéts; they evs 
made ample provifion for the exigencies of the 
ftate, for the honourable fupport of his Majefty’s 
government, and for the maintenance of public 
credit; and though to put an end to the ruinous 
practice of running in debt, they have found 
themfelves under a neceffity of impofing addi- 
tional taxes to the amount ef about one hundred 
and forty thoufand pounds a year, in order to 
raife the revenue to the level of the public ex- 
pences, yet they truft they have done it in fuch 
a manner thatthe burthen will be little felt by 
the people; and they rely with confidence on 
your Grace’s juftice and affection for this king- 
dom, that you will prevent, to the utmoft of 
your power, any deficiencies, by enjoining the 
itricteft economy in every department of the 
ftate; and that your Grace will reprefent to his 
Majeity, in the moft favourable light, the con- 
duct ot his faithful Commons, by whofe com- 
mend, and in whofe name, I new prefent to 
your Grace, for the royal affent, the bills, &c.’’ 

Belfafi, April 5. Captain Gillis, of the 
Three Brothers, belonging to Belfaft, on his 
Jate voyage home from America, difcovered an 
ifland, or large rock, in lat. 57. 25. off the 
Ifland of Torry, N. E. coat of Ireland, 65 
leagues, which ifland or rock is not defcribed in 
any of ourcharts. It feems to be of confidera- 
bie dimenfions, and at a diftance wears a coni- 
cal appearance, A range of funken rocks 
beanches to the eaftward of the above ifland for 
three or four miles, which is highly dangerous 
for veflels to approach. 





WEST-INDIES. 


DVICES have been received from the 
Weft-Indies, dated fo late as the auth of 
March, and bring an account that there will be 
crops of fugar more than fufficient to load all the 
fhips in that trade, fo that many of them have 
engaged to make a fecond trip this year. 

So far our affairs in that quarter wear a fa- 
vourable afpect. But what chiefly engages the 
attention of the planters, and may lead toa very 
difagreeable iffue, is the difpute with the 
Spaniards, concerning the logwood cutters, in 
_ thar part of South America known by the name 
ot the Mufquito Shore. The particulars of this 
bufinefs as mentioned in the Jamaica papers, are 
as follows : 

King fon, Fan. 27. The Mary; Capt. Bowen, 
arrived in the harbour of Kingfton on Sunday 
from Black River on the Mufquito fhore, with 
intelligence that a floop of war anchored on that 
coaft from the Havannah, in December Jatt, on 
board of which were three Spanifh officers, 
charged with difpatches from the governor- 
general of Cuba, to Major Lowrey, commandant 
of the Britifh poft at Black River, which they 

elivered to kim immediately after they landed. 
The tenor of thefe difpatches, it feems, was a 
peremptory requifition, to know if Major Low- 
rey had received any official inftructions from the 
court of Great-Britain, or elfewhere, that autho- 
rifed him to withdraw the troops and inhabitants 


from that country, and giving him to underitand, - 
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that if the territory fhould not be vacated by 
March next to the Spanifh commander, he fhould 
be under the nouddioy of compelling them to 
retire by force of arms. To this meflage we un- 
derftand Major Lowrey returned no anfwer, but 
after entertaining his vifitors in the moft hofpi- 
table manner, gave an acknowledg:ment that he 
had received the difpatches, and promifed to fend 
a flag of truce to the Havannah, with his final 
determination on the fubject in a fortnight after. 
It was the prevailing opinion among the people 
at Black River, when the exprefs came away, 
that the Spaniards are ferioutiy difpoted to carry 
their threats into execution, and that they are 
making confiderable preparations, both at the 
Havannah, and in the neighbourhood of the 
Englith fettlements on the main, exprefsly for 
that purpofe. 

Through the fame channel we alfo learn, that 
2000 Spaniards were ftationed within fix days 
march of the Mufquito fhore, and that in con- 
fequence thereof Major Lowrey was, with unre- 
mitting ardour, putting the place into the bett 
pofture of defence his {mall force would admit 
of; he had alfo convened the Indian chiefs to- 
gether, who had promifed him in the mott folemn 
manner every afiiftance and fupport; fo that it 
may be reafonably expected, with the force al- 
ready there, joined to the affiftance which may 
be fent from this ifland, that our countrymen 
will be fufficient to baffle ali the efforts the Spa- 
niasds may make to difpoffefs them of that va- 
luable country. 

His Majetty’s floop Swan, and a tranfport 
with arms and ammunition, failed on Morday 
from Port-Royal for the Mufquito fhore. Major 
M*‘Murdo, of the third regiment, we underitand, 
went paffenger in the Swan, charged with de- 
{patches for Major Lowrey. 

Feb. 3. A gentleman of veracity juft arrived 
exprefs from the Mufquito fhore and the Bay of 
Honduras, brings the following alarming intel- 
ligence: that about the 16th of December lait, 
a body of 500 Spaniards, well armed, took pof- 
feffion of the Iiland of Rattan, and drove a few 
Englith fihhermen, who had eftablifhed thems 
felves there, from their habitations. The Spa- 
niards are with great diligence now fortifying 
that ifland, which has an excellent harbour .on 
the fouth fide, from whence they mean to carry 
ov their operations by fea againft the Mufquito 
fhore. The fame gentleman adds, that —— 
bodies of regulars and militia are in motion at 
Porto-Bello, Carthagena, Guatimala, Yucatan 
Tobafco, and New Orleans, avowedly for the 
we of exterminating the whole nation ot 
Mufquito Indians, and their allies the Englith, 
on that coaft, fhould they afford them any fuccour 
or aifittance. Don Mathias Galvez, Viceroy of 
Mexico, who is the planner of this pious expedi- 
tion, has pledged himfelf to the court of Spain 
in the mott folemn manner for its complete tuc- 
cefs, and has given the chief command to his fon, 
Don Galvez, now governor of Cuba: the 2oth 
of March next is fixed ior the commencement of 
hoftilities. 

When the laft advices came from the Mufquita 
Shore, a Spanifh frigate of 4o guns had arrived 
in the Gult of Dulce, and was lying at anchor 
under Fort Omoa. Five hundred regular troops, 
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and 900 voluntiers, a ragged banditti of Mu- 

jattoes, Meftees, and Negroes, had alfo reached 

Druxillo, in the vicinity of the Bay of Honduras, 

which city is appointed as the general rendezvous 
- of the torce to be employed in this expedition. 

The Spanifh governors in all the provinces 
furounding the Mufquito Shore have publithed 
edicts, prohibiring all perfons, living within their 
r fpective jurifdictions, trom trading with the 
Englith, or felling them provifions, either at the 
Bay of Honduras, or the Shore, under the fevereft 
pains and penalties: in confequence of which 
every fpesies ot friendly intercourft is at an end 
between the two nations in that quarter. 

On Saturday the 23d inft. tome difpatches 
were received at the fecretary of itate’s office 
from the Earl ot Chettertield at Madrid, which 
were of fuch import, that they were immediately 
forwarded to the King at Windfor. It feems 
the Spaniards have become aceufers, infitting that 
by the accounts from Don Galvez, the governor, 
as well as from other authentick information, the 
Englith fettlers have been the aggrctfors, en- 
croaching upon the boundaries, and treating the 
Catholick King’s fubjects with violence, aad his 
officers with ditrefpect. 





EAST-INDIES. 


fens Lap have lately been circulated of 
the great and fudden profperity of the 
Company’s affairs, The public has been fo 
often mifled by pretended and contradictory ac- 
counts of their circumftances, that we fhall not 
be hafty in copying any thing that may appear on 
a fubject with regard to which men of character 
and abilities hold fuch different opinions. The 
following is the fubftance of the advices received 
fron Bengal the beginning of this month: 

The thip Bellona, Capt. Richardfon, is gone 
on a voyage to Malacca and China, from whence 
’ fhe is to proceed to the fouth-weit coait of Ame- 
rica. She failed the 11th of May. 

There has been a mutiny of the black cavalry 
in Englith pay at Arnee, on account of arrears; 
they have made their officers prifoners. 

Six midfhipmen who were taken by Monfieur 
Suffrein in the captured fhips, and fent up to 
‘Tippoo, have renounced both their gountry and 
religion, and voluntarily turned Mahometans, 
and married Mahometan women. 

On the 4th of June a Portuguefe fhip called 
the Priozo, laden with 600 pipes of Madeira, 
and a very rich cargo from Europe, was totally 
loft on the Gafper-Sand, at the enterance of the 
Ganges; the captain, two officers, and 40 men 
perifhed for want of afliftance, which could not 
be had but from Calcutta: this is the fecond 
Portuguefe thip that has been loit at the enterance 
of the river, within two months, both with car- 
goes of Madeira wine. 

The Afia, fnow, from the eaftward, but laft 
from Melapatam, is loit at the enterance of 
Hoogley-River. All the crew but a few Lafcars 
perifhed, who fwam to Sauger-Ifland. 

An American fhip has been at the cape of 
Good Hope, Her further deftination was not 
known. 

The Dutch are now put in poffeffion of their 
tewn and fort of Chinturah, but with feveral 


reftrictions which they. were not under before 
the war. 

The heat at Mefulapatam laft fummer was 
very uncommon and extraordinary, the ther- 
mometer was up at 109, and at Ellore rofe to the 
aftonifhing height of 120 out of the fun. 

Mr. Haftings was to embark for Europe the 
15th of March 1785. 





AMERICA. 


oS decreafe of population in America, fince 
the commencement of laft war, is now 
confirmed by Congrefs. Their firft calculation 
was publifhed in 1775, for levying a proportion of 
taxes in cach ftate, and amounted to 3,137,809 
fouls. In January 1784, another computation 
was made, when the number of fouls was found 
to be but 2,389,300, fo that in nine years only 
the population of the United States was decreafed 
748,569 perfons. 

A difficulty has been ftarted between our civil 
governors in America and the Congrefs, con- 
cerning the evacuation of Niagara, Detroit,”and 
fome other pofts upon the Upper Lakes. Gen. 
Haldimand firft refufed to give them up, though 
they came within the American boundary line, 
and his conduét has, in that particular, been in 
fome meafure approved by minifters; fo that the 
2gth and 3 1ft regiments are ordered immediately 
to relieve the 8th regiment, now in poffeffion of 
thofe forts. 

The Spaniards and Portuguefe are under great 
alarm for their poffeffions in: South America, 
The Peruvians, Brafilians, and other natives 
pant for their emancipation more than ever. A 
few years will certainly produce great changes 
in the fouth, as it has lately done in the north. 

According to letters from Charles-Town, 
South-Carolina, the governour and affembly of 
that province continue to tranfact all public bu- 
finefs with little or no interference of ‘Congrefs, 
and they were the moft flourifhing of all the 
United States. The foreign orders for Carolina 
rice were fo great that they did not expect to be 
able to complete them this year, even though 
the crops fhould turn out very good. Vaft quan- 
tities are in demand for the markets at Smyrna, 
Scanderoon, Conftantinople, and Muffilat. But 
the capture of three or ms fhips in the Medi- 
terranean fea, by the Barbary pirates, had. de- 
termined them to fend no more veffels thither, 
but fuch as were fit for defence. 








FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 


S almoft every mail from the continent 

brings a different account of the negocia- 
tion between the Emperour and the Dutch, the 
iffue appears to be ftill as uncertain as it was 
feveral months ago; and on fo complicated a 
fubje&t there is no end of fpeculation. The 
court of France feems to efpoule the caufe of the 
States more effectually than was at firft expect- 
ed. To the intrigues of this court the motions 
of the Turks on the Imperial frontiers are mott 
probably owing. 

A double marriage between the royal families 
of Spain and Portugal is at length concluded. 
This junction is for the purpofe of preventing 
the extinction of the Braganza family, — 
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the Prince of Beira, nor Don Pedro Xavier hav- 
ing any iffue by sheir aunts, to whom they are 
married. 

Lifoon, March 26. The treaty for the mar- 
riage between the Infanta of Portugal and the 
Intant Don Gabriel of Spain is figned. 

Madrid, March 29. On Eatter Sunday the 
27th inft. the Portuguefe ambaffadour at this 
ceurt make his pubiic entry into Madrid, and 
in a formal audience of the King of Spain, de- 
manded the Infanta Donna Charlotta (eldeit 
daughter of the Prince of Afturias) in marriage 
for the Infant Don Juan of Portugal. In the 
evening the contract was read and figned in the 
prefence of the royal family, the grandees of 
Spain, and the great officers of ftate. After 
which the marriage ceremony was performed by 
the Patriarch of the Indies, his Eatholic Ma- 
jeity ftanding proxy for the Infant Don Juan. 

This alliance will probably occafion a change 
in the politics of this kingdom with refpect to 
Portugal. Our trade to that country has been 
for fome time on the decline; and it is now in 
contemplation to negociate certain articles of 
commerce between England and France, the 
chief of which will be to lower the duties on 
French wines and brandies, on condition that 
the French allow the importation of our woolen 
and ftcel wares. 

The Spaniards are preparing for another ex- 
pedition againft Algiers, in which they will, 
doubtlefs, be affitted by many of the maritime 
powers of Europe. The mifcarriage of the laft 
attempt was raifed the confidence of the Alge- 
rines to fuch a pitch of audacity that the navi- 
gation of the Mediterranean is no longer fafe to 
the fhips of any nation. 

Advices have been lately received from the 
Britith conful at Leghorn, that they have refufed 
to reftore an Englifh fhip lately taken near Ma- 
Jaga, or to releafe any of hercrew. The de- 
predations of thefe barbarians are doubilefs a 
great check on the trade of our enemies in time 
of war, but they are at beft but dangerous and 
uncertain friends, unlefs when we have a fuffi- 
cient force in their neighbourhood to keep them 
in awe. 

Vienna, March 1g. ‘The new regulations of 
his Imperial Majefty, refpecting the interiour 
government of the kingdom of Hungary, have 
been publifhed-in the Gazette of this city. 

Inftead of the fifty-fix counties, into which 
that kingdom, and its dependent provinces, 
were hitherto divided. Ten circles are now 
formed, and committed to the charge of the fol- 
lowing Hungarian gentlemen, with the titles of 
Counfellors and Royal Commiffaries, viz. 

Le Comte Giory, Le Comte de Teleky, 
Le Baron Mailath, Le Baron Pronay, 

Le Baron d’Urmeny, Le Baron Reva, 

Le Comte Jancowitz, Le Baron Szent Ivany, 
Le Comte Szeafeny, Le Baron Detzer. 

The fupreme courts retain their former titles, 
and the privileges which belong to their order, 
and a general diet of the nation, but their ju- 
rifdiGtion in their refpective counwies is entirely 
fuppreffed. 

Peterféurgh, Feb. 22. On the 6th of laft 
month, the teitival of the Benédi€tion of the 
Waters, we had here an example of toleration 


and brotherly love, which does honour to the 
age and reign under which it took place. The 

mp:*/s’s confeflor, the Prelate Iwin Pamfilo, 
gave a grand dinner to the ecclefiaftics of all the 
different religions exifting at Peterfburgh.— 
Among thofe invited were the Ruffian Archbi- 
fhop ot Polocz, the Patriarch of Grufiana, feve- 
ral Ruffian archmandrites, a bithop, a prior, 
and feveral other Roman Catholic priefts, fix 
Lutheran preachers, and thofe of the Englifh, 
French, Dutch, and German Proteftant church- 
es. Never, perhaps, was fuch a dinner of to- 


leration given, efpecially at the houfe of the con- 
feflor of a fovereign potentate. 





BIRTHS. 


Verfailles, H® Molt Chriftian Majefty was 
Mar. 27. happily delivered of a prince, 
who has been named Duc de Normandy. 

Londen, April 9. Lady Margaret Beckiord, a 
daughter.—10. Lady of Sit Pierce Noftyn, Bart 
a fon and heir.—12. Lady of Goveruour Penn, 


a daughter.—20. Lady ot Earl Percy, a fon and 
daughter. 








MARRIAGES. 


March"T°HE Rev. John Shirley Fermor, 
23. M. A. and chaplain to Lord Am- 
herit, to the Hon. Mifs Catherine Burton, eldeft 
daughter of Lord Conyngham. April 1. The 
Rev. Henry William Majendie, Canon of 
Windfor, and chaplain in ordinary to his Ma- 
jefty, to Mifs Routeledge. 12. The Rev. 
George William Auriol Drummond, fon of the 
late Archbifhop of York, and nephew of the 
Earl of Kinnoul, to Milfs Marthall, daughter of 
Samuel Marfhali, Eq. of Berry-Houfe, Hants. 











DEATHS. 
March ADY Leyn, wife of Sir William 
19 Leyn.—At Scarborough, aged 100, 


Richard Spencer.—22. The Rev. Mr. Richard 
Chate, rector of St. John’s Ilketfhall, Suffolk, 
and of Ellingham, and Hempftead, with Let- 
fingham, in Norfolk.—24. At Bath, aged 43, 
Sir Patrick Houtton, of Houfton, Bart.—206. 
The Rev. Mr. Coles, rector of Bridgewater.— 
27. Mrs. Gambier, wife of James Gambier, 
Efq. vice-admiral of the blue.—31. Lady Mon- 
crieffe, widow of Sir W. Moncrietfe, of Moncrieffe, 
Bart.—At Ifleworth, aged 74, the Hon. Mary 
Fane, Countefs de Salis, daughter of the firft, 
and fifter and coheirefs of the late Lord Vifcount 
Fane, and wite of Jerome Count de Salis, of 
the Holy Roman empire. Lately, fuddenly, 
at Hinderlapping, in Switzerland, Mr. Diderot, 
one of the greateft mathematicians of the age. 
His kinfman, the Sieur Diderot, who was li 
brarian to the Emprefs of Ruffia, alfo died fud- 
denly about a twelvemonth fince.—The Rev. 
Mr. John Goddard, rector of Kympton and 
South Tidworth, in Hants.— April 2. At Ox- 
ford, of a violent fever, aged 45, John Par- 
fons, M. D. of Chritt-Church college, reader 
in anatomy, Clinical profeffor, and the firft phy- 
fician in that univerfiry—8. At Edinburgh, the 
Hon. Robert Bruce, of Kennet, one of the fe- 

nators 
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‘nators Of the College of Juftice, and one of the 





Lords Commiffioners of Jufticiary. 11. At 
Brentwood, in Effex, the Countefs of “Aldbo- 
rough, lady of the Earl of Aldborough, of the 
kingdom of Ireland. Her ladythip, being on 
her return ‘to London from their feat in Suffolk, 
was fudderily feited with an apoplexy, at the 
Crown Inn at Brentwood, where they had flept 
the preceding night, and immediately expired. 
—14. William Whitehead, Efq. poet-laureat, 
regifter and fecretary of the Knights Companions 
of the mott honourable order ot the Bath; au- 
thor of the Roman Father, the School for Lo- 
vers, &C.—The Rev. John Copfon, A. M. vicar 
ot Kemble, and of St. Paul’s, in Malmibury, 
both in Wilts. 15- Sir John Dyke Ackland, 
Bart. He is fucceeded in the title and part of 
the eftate by his uncle, now Sir Thomas Dyke 
Ackland, Bart.—16. The Rev. George Ander- 
fon, brother to Sir Edmund Anderfon, Bart. 
and rector of Epworth, Lincolnfhire, and alfo 
reGor of Lea, in the fame county.—18. The 
Rev. Dr. Grefley, of the Four-Ouakes, in War- 
wickfhire, rector of Seal, in Letcefterthire.—— 
20. At Laleham, in Middlefex, Mrs. Penn, 
widow of the late Hon. Richard Penn, tormerly 
proprietor and -governour of Pennfyivania in 
North America.—Lately, at Cartmell, in Lan- 
cathire, aged 97, Mrs. Barrow. ‘This lady, af- 
ter being the mother of nine children, lived to 
fee her twenty grand-children, twenty-one great 
grand-children, and three great great grand-chil- 
dren; a. progeny of fifty-three! The Rev. 
Francis Raynsford, rector of Bugbrooke, in the 
county of Northampton.—Capt. John Brett, 
fenior captain of the royal navy. He was lieu- 
tenant to Lord Anfon when he made his voyage 
sound the globe. 











_- 


CIVIL PROMOTIONS. 
From the Gaxeite. 


March HE King has been pleafed to ap- 

I. point John Temple, Efq. to be his 
Majefty’s Conful-general to the United States 
of America.—Mr. George Home, advocate, one 
ot the ordinary clerks of Seflion to be clerk of 
the regifters of tailzies and inventories of heirs, 
in Scotland, vice Mr. Archibald Campbell re- 
tired.——12. Hale Young Wortham, Efg. to 
be a groom of the privy-chamber in ordinary to 
his Majefty.—-13. The Right Hon. Thomas Earl 
ot Bective, Sir Skeffington Smyth, Bart. and 
David Latouche, Efq. tworn of his Majefty’s 
molt honourable privy council in the kingdom 
of Ireland. April 16. Mr. William Caflon 
admitted into the place of letter-founder in or- 
dinary to his Majefty. The Earl of Leven 
to be his Majefty’s high commiffioner to the 
Genéral Affembly of the Church of Scotland.— 
Captain Douglas, now Sir James Douglas, 
knighted. 








From the other papers. 

General Campbell, late Governour of Jamai- 
ca, to be Governour of the Prefidency at Ma- 
dras, vice Lord Macartney, who fucceeds Mr. 
Hattings.— Lord Balcarras to be fecond in com- 
mand in India to General Sloper.—Mr. Wil- 
liam Bullock to be clerk of the peacg for the 
county of Effex.—Dr. Wall elected clinical proe 





April 
feffor in the univerfity of Oxford, wice Dr. Par- 


fons, deceafed. 








ECCLESIASTICAL PREFERMENTS. 
PRESENTATIONS. 


HE Rev. Thomas Siffon, of Reigate, to 
the vicarage of Ifield, in Sutlex. The 
Rev. William Benfon, A. B. of Queen’s college, 
Oxford, to the vicarage of Afhby-Legers, in the 
county of Northampton. — The Rev. Morgan 
Graves, M. A. to the rectory of Hinderclay, to 
hold with the reCtory of Redgrove.—The Rev. 
Tohn Brice, of Porlock, B.A. to the reétory of 
Greinton, alfo licenfed to the donative of Cat- 
cott, both in Somerfetfhire.—The Rev. Thomas 
Pickard, ot York, to the vicarage of Ferry-Fry- 
fton, in the We‘t-Riding.—The Rev. James 
Baden Carpenter, chaplain to the Earl of Cork 
and Orrery, to the rectory of Eifted, in Suffex. 
—The Rev. Mr. Thompfon, fenior fellow of St. 
John’s college, to the rectory of Staplehurft, in 
Kent.—The Rev. Mr. Shackleford to the vica- 
rage of St. Sepulchre’s, on Snow-hill. Mr. 
Lawfon, M. A. and fellow of Trinity college, 
Cambridge, eleéted head-mafter of the Free- 
Grammar-fchool, at Wolverhampton, in Staf- 
fordfhire.—Mr. Syndal, M. A. of Univertity- 
college, Oxford, fecond matter. The Rev. 
Richard Hele, B. D. fellow of Trinity college, 
to the rectory of Farnham, in Effex.—Rev. Mr. 
Grofe chofen leGurer of the parith of St. Olave’s, 
Southwark. 


DISPENSATIOWNS. 


The Rev. Malachy Hitchins, M. A. to hold 
the vicarage of Gwineer, together with the vi- 
carage of St. Hilary, both in Cornwall.—The 
Rey. Harry Farr Yearman, B. D. late fellow of 
Baliol college, Oxford, to hold the rectory of 
Kilve, alias Culve, with Strinxten annexed, to- 
gether with the vicarage of Eaft-Brent, in So- 
merfetthire.—The Revs Thomas Willis, clerk, 
M. A. rector of Upp @latford, in the county of 
Southampton, and diocefe. of Winchefter, to 
hold the rectory of Illsfield, alias Ilesfield, alias 
Illisfield, in the fame county and diocefe. 
The Rev. Thomas Scott, ¢lerk, LL. B. vicar 
of Lenkam, in the county of Kent, and diocefe 
of Canterbury, to hold the rectory of Denton, 
in the fame county and diocefe. 

















BANKRUPTS. 


fan. HRISTOPHER LAMB, 
25 Wall, in Irthington, in Cumberland, 
dealer.—Saunders Aaron, of Bevis Marks, St. 
Mary Axc, London, tobacconiit. Thomas 
Rowntree, of Effex-ftreet, in the Strand, money- 
fcrivener. John Mandeville, of Ivegill, in 
Hefkett in the Foreft, in Cumberland, mer- 
chant (partner with John Sutton, of Alexandria, 
in North-America, merchant, carrying on trade 








in the names, ftile, and firm of Sutton, Mande- » 





ville, and company). 2g. John Tweddle, of 
Yarm, in Yorkthire, grocer.—Thomas Ewbank, 
of Bedale, in Yorkfhire, merchant. John 





Jones, late of Liverpool, chemift and druggift. 
—Thomas Dennis, late of Weit Ham, in Effex, 
coal and timber-merchant.—John Cleaver and 
Charles Cleaver, of Weft-Cowes, in the Ifle of 

Wight, 





of Old © 











~ Hanover-fquare, upholder. 








¥785. 
Wight, copartners and fhipbuilders.—Johnfon 
Weit, of Market-Place, within the liberty of 
Weftminfter, cooper.—David Scott, late of An- 
tigua, in the Weft-Indies, but now of Charing- 
Crofs, Middlefex, merchant.—William Littie- 
fear, of Green-ftreet, Leicefter-fields, filver- 
fmith.—Fairfax Bedlington, of Paradife-ftreet, 
Rotherhithe, mariner. Thomas Knott, of 
King-ttreet, Covent-Garden, haberdafher. 
Feb. 1. Jothua James, of Briftol, diftiller.—Pe- 
ter Kennion, ot Liverpool, cooper. George 
Swann, of Shefficld, in Yorkthire, butcher,— 
Simon Solomon, of Little Bell-Alley, London, 
artificial flower-maker and ribbon-painter. 
Robert Heard, late of Biddeford, in Devonthire, 
and now of Thames-ftreet, London, mariner.— 
George Stupart, of St. Botolph, Aldgate, mari- 
ner. Robert Bew, of High-Holbourn, St. 
Giles’s in the Fields, cornchandler—— Jofeph 
Prior, late of Cheapfide, London, haberdather. 
—Lazarus Barnett, formerly of Crofby-fquare, 
Bithopfgate-ftreet, London, late of Philadelphia, 
in North-America, but now of Someriet-ftreet, 
Whitechapel, merchant. 5+ Samuel Kim- 
berley, late of Tipton-Green, in Staffordfhire, 
but now a prifoner in the gaol of Stafford, nailor. 
-——John Aaron Pedro, of St. Thomas the Apo- 
file, in Devonfhire, innholder. John John- 
fon, of Lombard-ttreet, London, merchant and 
mfurer. Richard Weft, of Newgate-ftreet, 
London, wine and brandy merchant.—George 
Gun Munro, of Princes-ftreet, London, infu- 
rance-broker. Andrew Poupard, formerly of 
7 Tower-hill, pawnbroker, but late 
ot Ware, in Herts, flopfeller. Henry Als and 
John Als, of Gracechurch-ftreet, London, linen- 
drapers and partners. Robert Edmeades, 
of Fith-ftreet-hill, London, feedfman. John 
Tackle, of Aldermanbury, London, innholder 
and ftablekeeper. 8. Jonathan Newton, of 
Athborne, in Derbythire, thopkeeper. Ro- 
bert Kennett, of New-Bond-ftreet, St. George, 
Henry Houghton, 
formerly of Fleet-ftreet, London, and late of 
Peckham-Rye-Common, in Surrey, dealer.— 
12. William Afhton, of Liverpool, ale-brewer 
(furviving partner of Thomas Holland, late of 
Liverpool, ale-brewer, deceafed).—George Do- 
nadieu, of Charles-ftreet, St. Anne, Soho, per- 
fumer.—Walter Taylor, of Lower Eaft-Smith- 
field, St. Botolph, Aldgate, failmakes. 15. 
Edward Whitefide, late of Lancafter, merchant 
and cornfactor. Humphrey Sydenham, of 
Witney, in Oxfordfhire, draper. Alexander. 
Forbes, of Wood-ftreet, London, innkeeper.— 
Thomas Whitehead, of Clerkenwell-Clofe, St. 
{umes, Clerkenwell, tailor. Joha Morley, of 

rowbridge, in Wilts, draper and falefmaa.— 
Samuel Came, tate of Charles-town, South- 
Carolina, but new of Danbury, in Effex, mer- 
chant. 1g. Samuel Sealy, of Yeovill, in 
Somerfetthire, glove-manufa¢turer.—John Bap- 
tit Thevenot, Elifabeth Thornton, and John 
Louis L’Evefque, of Albemarle-ftree:, Picca- 
dilly, milleners and copartners. Nicholas 
Ridgeway, of Stoke-Newington, Middlefex, 
ftock-broker.—John Hardcaftle, of Derby, gro- 
cer and flax-dreffer.—William Spaldin, !ate of 
Liverpool, filverfmith.—Henry Ladd, of Dover, 
in Kent, thipbuilder.—Jofeph Vernon, of Pop- 
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ham-lane, in North-Waltham, in Hants, inn- 
holder. Thomas Watfon, of Bedford-itreet, 
St. Paul, Covent-Garden, hofier.—--William 
Payne, of Walton, in Effex, mealman, 226 
John Vindin, of Newton St. Loe, in Somerfet- 
fhire, mealman and cornfactor.—Robert RKow- 
ley, late of Hallow, in Worcefterfhire, ho 
merchant.—Benjamin Paffon, of Debenham, in 
Suffolk, thopkeeper.——George Daniel, late of 
Killgerran, otherwife Kilgarren, in Pembroke- 
fhire, ironmatter. William Blew, late of 
Bromyard, in Herefordshire, butcher.—26. Tho- 
mas Carter, late of Grove-ftreet, Hackney, in 
Middlefex, brandy-merchant.—Charles Wood- 
head, of Stockwell, in Surrey, dyer.—Richard, 
Jolleff, now or late of Briitol, butcher.—Tho- 
mas Wigan the younger, of Briitol, banker, 
gold{mith, and filverfmithh—— William laylor, 
of Southampton, fhopkeeper.—John Pinfent, of 
Plymouth, foapboiler.—joteph Owen, of Lin- 
dev, in Hudderstield, in Yorkfhire, merchant. 
—John Faiiey, of Walthamftow, in Effex, mer- 
chant.——.Waurch 1. Robert Arnold, now or 
late of Briitol, inuholder. Richard Tyler, of 
Little Bartholomew-Clofe, London, carpenter 
and joiner.—Benjamin Prince, late of Leeds, in 
Yorkfhire, wine-merchant.— William Fither, 
of Bath Eafton, in Somerfethire, carrier. — 
Jofeph Graham, now or late of Lancafter, bro- 
ker and grocer.—5. Thomas Natterefs, of Hol- 
bourn, in the parifh of St. Andrew, Holbourn, 
money-{crivener.—John Lee, late of Fleet-ftreet, 
but now of Bread-itreet, London, haberdafher. 
8. James Hopwood, late of Market-Weighton, 
in Yorkihire, and now a prifoner in the cattle 
of York, dealer.—John Haflehurft, of Maccles- 
field, in Chefhire, innholder.—John Hall and 
William Green, of Southwark, cheefemongers 
and copartners. Henry Nethercoate, of Eaft- 
Greenwich, in Kent, maltfter.—Samuel Har- 
rington, of Turnmill-ftreet, Clerkenwell, pawn- 
broker.—John Lonfdale, of Sunderland near the 
Sea, in the county of Durham, mercer and dra- 
per.—12. John Perrey, of Depttord, in Kent, 
foapmaker. Roger Baron, now or late of 
Cabbin-End, within Ofwaldtwifle, in Lanca- 
fhire, cotton-manufacturer. Richard Bower 
and George Langton, both of Liverpool, grocers 
and copariners.—William Roads, of St. Mary 
Magdalen, Bermondfey, Surrey, cooper.—Ro- 
bert Patrick, of Whitechapel, bellfounder. 
William Fofs, of K ingfton-upon-Hull, hatter.— 
William Stidolph, of Chafford-Mill, in Pen- 
hurit, in Kent, paper-maker.—William Agate, 
Jate of Rudwich, in Suffex, thopkeeper.— John 
Poidivine, now or late of South- Moulton -ftreet, 
St. George, Hanover-fquare, milliner. 15. 
Richard Watkinfon, late of Liverpool, linen- 
draper and fhopkeeper. George Heflop, the 
ounger, of Dalton, in Yorkfhire, merchant.— 
John Dawfon, ot York, linen-draper. Miles 
Scales, of Lambrigg, in Kirkby Kendal, in 
Weitmorland, dealer.—James Peppercorne, of 
Weitt-Ham, Effex, factor. ig. Robert Jol- 
lins, of Norwich, timber-merchant and earpen- 
ter.—Thomas Brown, of Hoxton, in Middie- 
fex, broker. 22. William Paytoe Cowles, 
of Kinton, in Herefordthire, dealer. Peter 
Beeckman, of Briitol, lemon and orange-mer- 
chant. 
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